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PERMANENT THINGS CAMPAIGN   
By John Heaton, Headmaster

Just a few years ago the board of directors at 

New Covenant set out on an ambitious plan to 

accomplish three major goals in the next ten years. 

The discussion around the board table was about 

strengthening the school for generations to come. 

In short, it was a conversation about “permanent 

things.” The goals were clear. First, expand the 

chapel to accommodate the needs of the student 

body; second, provide two more classrooms to 

accommodate all academic programming; and third, 

retire all remaining debt while building deeper cash 

reserves. It was an ambitious plan designed to set the 

school on solid programmatic and financial footing, to 

make our efforts as permanent as humanly possible. 

Thus the endeavor was called the Permanent Things 

campaign. 

The school had been the recent beneficiary of 

several large gifts, and enjoyed significant support 

from the affiliate parish, All Saints Church. These 

financial assets were in hand and being managed 

during COVID-time until the building process 

could get underway. As the pandemic began to 

continued on p.4

Seniors and kindergarteners participate 
in the Passing of the Torch ceremony on 
Friday as Mr. McCurley presides.

FUNDRAISING REPORT

 GOAL PREVIOUSLY THIS WEEK

Annual Fund  $80,000  $12,201  $12,201

General Scholarship  $10,000  $10,383  $11,901

Hands & Hearts  $40,000  $47,195  $49,985

Foundation 
(65% state tax credit 
received with this gift)

 $200,000 Pledged  $432,500 
Received  $286,993

 $432,500
 $286,993

Permanent Things 
Campaign—Classroom 
Expansion and Debt 
Reduction 

 $500,000  $584,395  $584,395

GIVING IS EASY
You can find a way to give that fits your financial 
ability. Using the chart to the left, consider the level 
at which you could participate. A one-time gift is 
welcome, but you might consider leveraging a larger 
gift by structuring it over a three-year period. Gifts of 
appreciated stock can be easily transferred, and, for 
qualified individuals, required minimum distributions 
from IRA’s can also be routed to the campaign. Contact 
Dayna Renalds at drenalds@newcovenantschools.org 
for assistance.
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A PLACE AMONG 
SENATORS 
by Stacey Hester, Guidance Counselor

ATHLETIC ACHIEVEMENTS

Armed with high 

hopes and unusual 

fervor for civic service, 

current ninth-grade 

student Mary Kate 

Place set about the business of applying 

for a Virginia House of Delegates Page 

position when she was in the seventh 

grade. Her desire to engage in politics at 

the ground level, her willingness to work 

and to learn the legislative process, and 

her extraordinary communication skills 

sealed her candidacy for the job. 

With the support of her parents and 

teachers, Mary Kate wholeheartedly 

engaged in the multi-step selection 

process only to learn that the 2020 

General Assembly had been cancelled. 

Little did she know that her effort and 

experience were a trial run for the fall of 

2021, when she would again set about the 

work of applying for both House Delegate 

Page and Senate Page positions for the 

next General Assembly. 

After securing a personal nomination 

from Senator Mark Peake, Mary Kate 

waited hopefully in a candidacy pool 

of 200 applicants competing for just 

26 appointed page positions. In mid-

December she was delighted to learn 

she was selected to serve during 

the 2022 General Assembly. Upon 

reflection, Mary Kate identifies her 

new-found friendships, Senate floor 

work, interactions with policy makers, 

and charity work among the highest 

treasures of her Senate Page experience. 

We congratulate Mary Kate for her 

persistence in achieving this goal. 

COLLEGE ATHLETIC SIGNING
Wednesday, May 11—Three seniors have 
committed to participate in athletics at their  
chosen university:

Brie Olson—Anderson University,  
Track and Field 

Michael Marotta—Old Dominion University, 
Swimming 

Caroline Marotta—University of  
Lynchburg, Swimming   

CONFERENCE TRACK AND FIELD MEET 
Saturday, May 14 - New Covenant Schools 
traveled to VES for the BRC and VIC Track Meet. 

• VIC—Men’s Team finished 5th in the 
conference 

• BRC—Women’s Team finished 2nd in the 
conference...Awarded Runner-up plaque, a 
school first!  

TOP MALE PERFORMERS: 
Owen Helm 1st discus 100.10.5ft, a school record 

Owen Helm 2nd 300M hurdles and 7th 200M 

Cole Bowman 5th long jump 

Ethan Edwards 6th shot put & 7th discus  

Dylan Abaidoo—7th shot put 

TOP FEMALE PERFORMERS:
4x100 team—2nd B. Olson, M. Jacobs, E. Jacobs, G. Hendrickson      

4x400 team—2nd V. Morse, C. Morse, M. Leitner, A. Kenny  

4x800 team—2nd M. Duncan, A. Rose, M. Leitner, A. Kenny 

Brie Olson - Awarded Most Outstanding Athlete 

• 1st 100M and 200M  

• 2nd long jump, shot put, 4x400 relay

• 3rd discus 

Charlotte Morse—4th high jump, 5th 300M hurdles

Alicia Kenny—4th 300M hurdles, 5th 200M,  
5th long jump   

Melia Leitner—4th 400M 

Mae Jacobs—7th 100M 

Virginia Morse—5th 800M 

Makenzy Bates—4th discus , 6th shot put 

Jael Brenning—5th discus, 7th shot put 

Women’s track team at the BRC meet.

On Monday, May 9, 
Sophomore Luke Libbey (left, 
with Coach Ellingson) won 
the VIC Golf Championship 
for the second consecutive 
year.  Luke is competing for 
the State Championship on 
Monday, May 16.

Brie Olson, Michael Marotta, 
and Caroline Marotta
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SCHOOL OF RHETORIC CONCERT 

Our School of Rhetoric students in 

strings, band and choir will be performing 

in a Spring Concert tonight at 7pm. It 

will begin in the chapel and move to the 

Moomaw Center. Students participating 

should arrive in concert dress. (Uniform 

guides are available to view under 

Resources in Renweb.) All are invited to 

come enjoy their performances.

SPRING ATHLETIC AWARDS 

The Spring Athletic Awards ceremony 

will be held this Wednesday, May 18 at 

12:40pm. The event will be livestreamed 

on our YouTube channel for parents 

who wish to view. Simply search New 

Covenant Schools when on YouTube and 

view the live video.

FIELD DAY

Our annual Field Day will be on Friday, 

May 27. This event is for our Grammar 

School students in grades K-4. If your 

student in grades K-4 will NOT be 

attending, email Naomi Hostetler at 

nhostetler@newcovenantschools.org. 

Although Kindergarten will have their 

last day of school on Thursday, May 26, 

they are invited to come at 9:30am and 

participate in Field Day IF they have a 

parent accompanying them. 

PREPAY LUNCH ACCOUNTS 

Please remember that the prepay lunch 

account functions as a debit account. You 

add funds to your account and we apply 

lunch purchases against those funds. 

If your account has a negative balance, 

that means that your child has made 

purchases when there are no funds on the 

account. Please add funds ASAP if you 

have a negative balance or your child 

will not be able to make purchases in the 

lunchroom as we finish the school year. 

Any remaining funds in the account at the 

end of the year will roll to next year for 

returning students or will be refunded to 

a withdrawing/graduating student with 

no other outstanding balances. You will 

not lose those funds.

MIDDLE SCHOOL SPRING CONCERT

Middle School students in strings, band 

and choir will be performing in a Spring 

Concert on Monday, May 23 at 7pm in 

the Moomaw Center. Students should 

arrive in concert dress. (Uniform guides 

are available to view under Resources in 

Renweb.) All are invited to come enjoy 

their performances.

MIDDLE SCHOOL PARTY 

Hey Middle Schoolers! Ready to “let it go” 

at the Disney Plus Middle School Party? 

All 5th through 8th graders are invited. 

The time is 5 -7pm on Friday, May 20th. 

We will be serving hamburgers, chips, 

and sodas. Other “bare necessities” 

about activities and dress code will be 

announced in advisory classes once we 

get closer to the party! See you there! 

LOST AND FOUND 

As the school days are coming to a close, 

don’t forget to swing through and check 

the Lost and Found bins for any of your 

children’s missing items. At the end of the 

year, all unclaimed items will be donated 

to the school store and/or charity.

SENIOR NOTES 

The last day of school for seniors is May 

20th. Seniors should plan on returning 

to campus next Thursday, the 26th at 

12:00pm to join the rest of the SoR for a 

picnic lunch at Pat’s Pavilion, followed by 

book return, locker clean-out and End-

of-Year Awards. You should also plan 

on attending graduation rehearsal on 

Friday, May 27 at 3:30pm. 

SOR REMINDERS 

Underclassmen will have classes all day 

next Thursday, May 26, which is also the 

last day of school. There will be a picnic 

lunch provided followed by locker clean-

out and End-of-Year Awards. 

SPRING DANCE 

The SoR spring dance will be held 

outside at New Covenant in front of the 

Fieldhouse next Thursday, May 26 from 

7:00- 10:00pm.

PART-TIME JOB OPENING 

New Covenant is hiring after-school 

care staff members, who will share 

responsibility for supervision of 20-30 

children, grades K-6, each school day 

from 2:45-5:30 pm next year. Little 

planning time is required, as we prefer 

that children work on homework and 

enjoy free play with friends.  If you 

are interested in serving our school in 

this capacity for 2 to 5 days per week 

beginning in August, please contact 

Marion Patterson and mpatterson@

newcovenantschools.org.

ALUMNI LACROSSE GAME 

Join us for a blue/white lacrosse game 

with our alums on Thursday, May 19 at 

6:00 pm. All former Gryphon lacrosse 

players are welcome to participate or 

attend the game.

The SoR competes in the egg toss challenge at 
the House Olympics last Wednesday.
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BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Class of 2022 • Amy Bonebright  
• Dr. Tim Brophy • Leslie Moeller  

• Bob Price • Dan Vollmer • Class of 2023 • 
Nancy Hall • Kristin Hampton • Sam Mizener 

• Tom Rogers • Anne Umbarger • Darryl 
Whitesell • Class of 2024 • Mike Lovell

EX OFFICIO

Rev’d John Heaton

OUR MISSION

New Covenant Schools is an  
educational community serving families of 
Central Virginia, providing an exceptional 

education in a classical curriculum within the 
framework of historic Christianity, furnishing 

the student with the tools of education  
and the inspiration to be a lifelong learner.

wane, we set out to share the story of 

New Covenant Schools with as many 

members of our school community 

as possible. (If you haven’t seen the 

video, you can view it here: https://

www.newcovenantschools.org/about/

history/) Many of you graciously hosted 

dinners, and many more of you eagerly 

attended them to hear about the plan. 

It was wonderful to be together again 

after lock downs and seemingly endless 

mitigations. Most importantly, our 

community responded generously to the 

vision and to our appeal. For all of that, 

we thank you. As the word got out about 

the goings-on, the enthusiasm spread and 

the pledges grew.

The first step was to expand the 

chapel with construction starting just 

one year ago. As the project unfolded, 

not only was it fully funded, but many 

gifts were made over and above the 

core construction costs. For example, 

pledges were made for all four of the 

new large story windows, gifts that we 

imagined would take years to complete. 

A new organ was unexpectedly donated, 

matched by underwriting for the 

magnificent altar which was designed 

and constructed by a school dad, Toby 
Davies (Ainsley-K). The $500,000 goal 

was eclipsed with $636,009 in gifts and 

pledges, nearly all of which has been 

received. In spite of several delays due to 

labor shortages, the chapel was finished 

by December and dedicated before 

Christmas. 

We continued to share our plans 

throughout the winter and spring of this 

year and were gratified by the support 

for the project. The classroom additions 

together with an outside fitness and 

recreation area were designed at an 

estimated cost of $500,000. So far our 

community pledged $561,000! Classroom 

construction was scheduled to begin 

around March 1, but again, unexpected 

delays have put us slightly behind. We 

continue to experience slow progress 

with the permitting process, which 

we expect to be resolved this month. 

If all goes smoothly we will build the 

classrooms this summer, hopefully in time 

for the fall. Moreover, the exact final cost 

of the project remains unknown, because 

wildly fluctuating building costs prevent 

contractors from giving fixed bids more 

than a week from actual construction! 

Even so, we are confident that we will 

finish Phase II in good order.

As the chart on the insert indicates, 

the total amount committed to the 

Permanent Things campaign stands at 

$1,217,609. This also includes funds that 

have been committed to Phase III of the 

ten-year goal of debt retirement and 

building cash reserves. We are pleased 

and grateful for your overwhelming 

response to our appeals to your 

generosity. You have made clear your 

abundant love and support of the school, 

and for that we cannot say “Thank you” 

enough. Our hope is that the Permanent 

Things Campaign will achieve all of its 

ends, and will enable New Covenant to 

offer classical, Christian education for 

future generations.

continued from p. 1

24 CLUB TOURNAMENT
During the months of April and May, twenty-eight 3rd- and 

4th-grade students have been meeting after school to hone 

their mental computation skills in the 24 Club. During club time 

students played the math card game “24.” Each card in the game 

challenged students to add, subtract, multiply, or divide four numbers to come up with 

the answer 24. Their hard work culminated on May 10th in the 24 Club Tournament. 

Congratulations to the 24 Game medal winners Tye Boettger (gold), Simeon Durand 

(silver), and Matthew Richmond (bronze). Tinley Tucker and Ella Dunaway both won 

the Sportsmanship award, and London Smith and Matthew Richmond both took 

home the Most Improved Award. Want to try your hand at the 24 Game? Try the 

sample at left.
One possible answer combination: Final answer: 15 + 9 = 24 
Solution: 5 x 3 = 15; 4 + 5 = 9; 15 + 9 = 24

https://www.newcovenantschools.org/about/history/
https://www.newcovenantschools.org/about/history/
https://www.newcovenantschools.org/about/history/


200 @ $100 $20,000

50 @ $500 $25,000

15 @ $1,000 $15,000

10 @ $5,000 $50,000

5 @ $10,000 $50,000

2 @ $20,000 $40,000

1 @ $30,000 $30,000

2 @ $50,000 $100,000

2 @ $100,000 $200,000

$500,000

School of Rhetoric Commons

Permanent things Campaign

Before

After

Classroom Addition Goal: $500,000
Amount Pledged: $561,600

S T R A T E G I C  R E S E R V E S  $ 5 0 0 , 0 0 0

D E B T  R E T I R E M E N T  $ 5 0 0 , 0 0 0
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Marie Macdonald
Chapel Renovation
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Total given:
$636,009
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$1,217,609 Raised to date
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