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CLASSICAL VS. THE MODERN – HOW WE DIFFER    
By John Heaton, Headmaster

The following is an excerpt from The Liberal Arts 
Tradition: A Philosophy of Christian, Classical Education, 
by Kevin Clark and Ravi Jain, published in 2019 by 
Classical Academic Press

The foundational distinction between traditional 

education and modern education is that the 

ancients believed education was fundamentally 

about shaping loves. What one loved and treasured 

could be right or wrong depending on how that love 

accorded to the structure of reality. A prescribed 

set of cultural norms reflected this understanding, 

and these values could indeed be taught. It was an 

education in love. This is most clearly seen in the 

work of St. Augustine, who claimed that virtue is 

ordered loves. Love is the chief virtue binding all the 

others together; as St. Paul says, “And over all these 

virtues put on love, which binds them all together in 

perfect unity.”

Of course, the two greatest commands in 

Scripture are to love God and love neighbor. But for 

ancient education in general, personal values were 

not simply explored or discovered on one’s own; they 

were passed down and lived out. This required trust 

and commitment; and therefore piety, the proper 

love and fear of God and man, was the critical virtue. 

This piety aligned the student’s will with the family, 

with society, and with God. Piety expected the young 

pupils’ desires, beliefs, and habits to be shaped over 

years in the process of incarnating them. It was more 

than just head knowledge. Piety required faithful 

devotion manifest in action.

Education comes from a Latin word, but the 

original Greek word used in the New Testament was 

W H A T ’ S  N E W ?
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Do you want to meet and get to know other moms at New Covenant? This is your 

chance. Join us for a Moms’ Night Out of pampering on Friday, March 25. Come 

relax, get your nails done, receive a head and neck massage, and enjoy delicious food 

and conversation. It all begins at 5:30pm in the Grammar School Commons and will 

wrap up at 10:00pm. Your spot can be reserved here: https://www.signupgenius.

com/go/409084BAFAB2CA3F58-moms. The cost for the evening is $20 and will be 

charged to your FACTS account. We look forward to seeing you and promise you won’t 

have to clean up anything or put the children to bed!

Moms’  
Night Out

Mrs. Haley’s 
kindergarteners 
celebrate “Twos 
Day” last week; 
that is, 2-22-22.

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/409084BAFAB2CA3F58-moms
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/409084BAFAB2CA3F58-moms
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H O N O R A R I A

Reserve Wednesday, April 13 

on your calendar for Hands 

& Hearts Day. If you are in your 

first year of association with New 

Covenant, this event serves as our 

annual day of community service 

and our annual school-wide 

fundraiser. The Hands & Hearts 

project blesses others in our 

community, but it accomplishes 

so much more for our students. 

When we pause to imagine what 

we want our children to look like 

as adults, we see them as people 

who are generous and rich in good 

works. Hands & Hearts helps build 

this quality in our students and 

provides opportunity to focus on 

the needs of others. Our work will 

continue to be at the Salvation 

Army, The ARC, and Rush Homes, 

plus we will add Patrick Henry 

Family Services, Compassion 

Church, and Camp Kum-Ba-Yah to 

the list this year.

A sponsorship packet has been 

sent home today with the 

youngest child in your family. 

Please receive it, open it, and do 

your part to help raise awareness 

for this 

project. 

Letters are 

due back to 

the office by 

March 13. 

Parents are 

encouraged 

and welcome to join us in service 

to our community. You may note 

your availability for the day on 

the packets. We look forward to 

another year of working together 

to help others. 

IT’S HANDS & HEARTS TIME AGAIN!

WINTER SPORTS SENIOR NIGHT

FUNDRAISING REPORT

 GOAL PREVIOUSLY THIS WEEK

Annual Fund  $80,000  $12,201  $12,201

General Scholarship  $10,000  $10,383  $10,383

Hands & Hearts  $40,000   $495

Foundation 
(65% state tax credit 
received with this gift)

 $200,000 Pledged  $432,500 
Received  $286,993

 $432,500
 $286,993

Permanent Things 
Campaign— 
Stage I and II

 $1,000,000  Chapel 
 $584,395
 Classrooms
 $463,600
 TOTAL
 $1,047,995

 Chapel 
 $584,395
 Classrooms
 $463,600
 TOTAL
 $1,047,995

200@$100 $8,100

50@$500 $11,500

15@$1,000 $34,000

10@$5,000 $40,000

5@$10,000 $30,000

2@$20,000 $40,000

2@$50,000 $100,000

2@$100,000 $200,000

81

23

34

8

3

2

2

2

Goals Given Total

GIVING IS EASY
You can find a way to give that 
fits your financial ability. Using 
the chart to the left, consider 
the level at which you could 
participate. A one-time gift is 
welcome, but you might consider 
leveraging a larger gift by 
structuring it over a three-year 
period. Gifts of appreciated 
stock can be easily transferred, 
and, for qualified individuals, 
required minimum distributions 
from IRA’s can also be routed 
to the campaign. Contact 
Dayna Renalds at drenalds@
newcovenantschools.org for 
assistance.

Thursday night was Senior Night at the Workman 

Fieldhouse. Recognized were seniors Skylar McCurley, 

Michael Marotta, Jack Marotta, Caroline Marotta, 

Madeline Duncan, Dalton Foster and Will Spruill. 
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E V E R Y O N E

ASH WEDNESDAY 

Ash Wednesday service will be held 

this Wednesday, March 2 in the Marie 

Macdonald chapel at 7:00am. The 

service will include hymns, prayers and 

the imposition of ashes. The service will 

conclude by 7:40am to ensure that you 

can get to work or get children to school 

on time. We look forward to seeing you 

all there for the beginning of the season 

of Lent.

ART & SCIENCE FAIR 

Plan to join us this Friday, March 4 for the 

Art & Science Fair. Come out and view the 

artistic endeavors of our students and 

enjoy watching them compete in various 

science challenges. Art viewing will 

begin at 5:30pm, and science challenges 

will start around 6:00pm. Food will be 

available for purchase. (Two hot dog 

combos for $5.) This is an enjoyable 

event for the whole family and one not to 

be missed! 

WINTER ATHLETIC AWARDS 

Winter athletic awards will be awarded 

next Wednesday, March 9 at 12:40pm. 

This event will be livestreamed via our 

YouTube channel.

JEANS AND GREENS DAY 

Although St. Patrick’s Day falls during 

Spring Break, students and faculty/staff 

are invited to celebrate next Thursday, 

March 10 by wearing a green shirt with 

jeans or regular uniform bottoms. (As 

always, shoes must be closed-toe shoes 

and jeans must be free of rips and tears.)

GENERATIONS DAY 

Grandparents and other special guests 

are invited to join students in class for 

the morning of Friday, March 11 for 

Generations Day. There will be an 11am 

dismissal on this day—a change from the 

originally scheduled noon dismissal.

SENIOR DINNER

Seniors and their parents are invited to a 

dinner to celebrate the end of the Senior 

Thesis project on Saturday, April 2. Note 

this is a date change from the originally 

published date of Friday, April 1. Please 

mark your calendars accordingly. This is a 

fantastic evening together!

NATIONAL LATIN EXAMS

All students enrolled in Latin classes in 

grades 7-12 will be sitting for National 

Latin Exams this week.  Teachers will be 

preparing students for the format of the 

exams, but no extra study is required. 

The exams range from introductory 

to advanced levels, according to each 

student’s Latin class.  Results from the 

exams will be announced later in the 

spring, with recognition and awards 

given to students who place above the 

national average for their level.  Ninth 

grade will test at 8:00am tomorrow 

(Tuesday, March 1) and the other grades 

will test on Wednesday, March 2.  Middle 

School students will test at 8:00am on 

Wednesday, and Latin III and AP Latin 

students test later in the morning.  Please 

make every effort to be present for the 

test as there is no make-up day.

MASTER CALENDAR 

Did you know you can subscribe 

to the New Covenant Master 

Calendar on your smartphone? 

There are several ways to do 

so. From our website, click My 

NCS>Events Calendar and scroll 

to the bottom of the calendar and 

click +Export Events. Alternately, 

you can subscribe from your 

Renweb Family Portal account: 

click Calendar>Subscribe and 

select all desired calendars. 

Highlight the displayed URL, copy, 

and paste into your preferred 

calendar application. Click OK to 

exit the dialog.

ATHLETIC CALENDAR 

Does your student play in an 

athletic sport here at New 

Covenant? All games are posted 

at https://newcovenantathletics.

org/main/calendar/. This is your 

most up-to-date source for game 

times and team schedules. You can 

even subscribe to your student’s 

team calendar. For example, if your 

daughter is playing soccer this 

spring, click Spring>Soccer>Girls 

Varsity to view their full schedule. 

To subscribe on your smartphone, 

click Subscribe. Highlight the 

displayed URL, copy, and paste 

into your preferred calendar 

application. (Note that you do need 

to create an account and sign in 

prior to subscribing.)

Seniors host Mrs. Newsome’s third graders 
to study the stars and planets.

https://newcovenantathletics.org/main/calendar/
https://newcovenantathletics.org/main/calendar/
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BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Class of 2022 • Amy Bonebright  
• Dr. Tim Brophy • Leslie Moeller  

• Bob Price • Dan Vollmer • Class of 2023 • 
Nancy Hall • Kristin Hampton • Sam Mizener 

• Tom Rogers • Anne Umbarger • Darryl 
Whitesell • Class of 2024 • Mike Lovell

EX OFFICIO

Rev’d John Heaton

OUR MISSION

New Covenant Schools is an  
educational community serving families of 
Central Virginia, providing an exceptional 

education in a classical curriculum within the 
framework of historic Christianity, furnishing 

the student with the tools of education  
and the inspiration to be a lifelong learner.

paideia (pie DAY uh). And education that 

was true paideia meant not just passing 

along ideas but enculturation: passing 

along the entire culture. What culture 

was being passed along? It was the culture 

of the Church, which sought to cultivate 

piety, virtue, and wisdom, as the students 

would grow in the grace of Christ. And it 

is for this goal of passing along a culture 

that the curriculum existed.

In this context, the words of the 

12th century theologian St. Anselm are 

intelligible. He said, “Credo ut intelligam.” 

“I believe in order that I may understand.” 

Thus, theology, the science of Scripture, 

rested at the apex of education after 

belief, obedience, and active dependence 

on faith had been cultivated. Growth in 

piety was the foundation and preceded by 

many years the critical study of doctrine 

that could only be done with great 

intellectual care and wisdom. But the 

fundamental beliefs passed down through 

the culture, Church, and universities truly 

governed the form and content of the 

curriculum as the faculties of universities 

sought to understand the ways of God at 

work in the world.

Theology was the queen of the 

sciences (see below), but she was a 

servant queen. So from Augustine 

to today, the Christian tradition has 

recurrently affirmed that grace does not 

set nature aside, but perfects it. Theology 

ought not to intrude upon the lower 

disciplines from without, but to offer 

nourishment to their basic principles from 

within, allowing each subject to explore 

the artistry of a creative God. Education 

in this manner, coupled with the grace of 

Christ, was not a matter of indoctrination, 

but one of bringing each nature to its 

fullest potential in a living and vibrant 

community. Thus the curriculum was 

grounded in piety and governed by 

theology.

continued from p. 1

THEOLOGY: THE QUEEN  
OF THE SCIENCES

In the picture (right) the seven liberal 

arts, pictured as maidens, are each shown 

holding an object that identifies them. 

By the fourth century of the Christian 

era, the liberal arts had been developed 

as branches of knowledge, and were 

understood as a way of organizing human 

knowledge into discrete fields. The trivium 

consisted of grammar, dialect (logic), and 

rhetoric, while the quadrivium consisted 

of music, mathematics, geometry and 

astronomy. These are indicated in the 

text around the bottom of the sphere. All 

of these were governed by the “queen,” 

theology, the large figure in the middle, 

who represented the system of faith and 

presuppositions that were necessary for 

the flourishing of human learning. Outside 

around the sphere are pictured a group 

of bishops, which suggests that the whole 

educational endeavor takes place in the 

context of the Church. In other words, 

early Christian thinkers understood that 

true education – the investigation of 

God’s world – could only be done properly 

when the created order itself, the world, is 

accepted by learners for what its Creator 

reveals it to be. The fundamental posture 

of students is therefore one of gratitude, 

as those who are receivers of the gift 

of creation. In this model, reality has a 

“givenness” about it, and for our part, we 

conform ourselves to the world as it is, as 

God made it.

This stands in stark contrast to 

modern education, the foundations of 

which are rooted in the Enlightenment. In 

this intellectual tradition, faith and reason 

were separated, creating a never-before-

seen space, which was called “secular.” 

In this space, knowledge was pursued by 

human reason only, consciously separated 

from the guidance of theology. In this 

model, theology is ignored or held with 

deep suspicion, barely occupying the 

place of a scullery maid. Consequently, 

secular education is largely unconcerned 

with the investigation of the world 

as reality, but fully committed to the 

students’ ability to interpret the world as 

they will, making their own reality as they 

see fit. The cultivation of piety, morals or 

manners is then reduced to the sovereign 

realm of the individual and must be 

accorded unquestioning acceptance 

and celebration. 


