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EXPLORATORY CLASSES IN MIDDLE SCHOOL 
by Marion Patterson

Who doesn’t like to explore? This semester 

we’ve freshened up our exploratory offerings 

for Middle School students.

One very important goal of the 90 minutes 

per week that we devote to exploratory classes 

is to stimulate interest in areas outside the core 

curriculum. Beyond that, these classes provide some 

active leisure during the school day. While Board 

Games, Graphic Design, Lego Robotics, Table Tennis 

and Drama are clearly not central to our Middle 

School academic curriculum, they have much to offer 

students. Each will require the application of skills 

learned in other classes in new and different settings 

and will help students to store and retrieve those 

skills efficiently.

Beyond that, exploratories provide opportunities 

for students to develop interpersonal skills such as 

cooperation, communication and competition, and 

encourage them to form healthy relationships with 

peers and teachers. They discover things about their 

classmates they might never have known and grow in 

respect for each other.

This year’s Board Game exploratory teaches 

students to play four games which fall into the Euro 

Game category. Teacher Matt Johnson chose them 

because in each one, “There is a focus on visual 

aesthetics and award-winning game design, as well 

as on building community. They are a good fit for 

our classical, Christian school, and a good pivot from 

high-tech, highly individual board games.” Students 

will play four games this quarter:

• Dominion: students compete to build thriving 

and prosperous kingdoms

• Seven Wonders: 
players build ancient 

civilizations

• Ticket to Ride: students 

map rail routes across 

Europe or America at 

the beginning of the 

20th century

• Pandemic: (a 15-year-old 

game!) players take on 

the task of defeating a 

global virus.

Lego Robotics teaches the fundamental basics 

of programming to students. They learn to construct 

—and then to instruct—robots to accomplish 

missions, such as navigation and interaction with 

their environment. They will learn to work in teams 

across grade levels and develop their logic and 

problem-solving skills. Mark Dunne is teaching 

these exploratories. 

In Graphic Design classes, also taught by Mr. 

Dunne, students learn to create digital visual art 

(such as flyers, cartoons and cards) while improving 

their comfort level with computers. This class was a 

favorite with students last semester.

Table Tennis is a brand new opportunity for 

many students at New Covenant. Matt Johnson, 

a New Covenant parent and USTTA certified 

coach, has experience in starting and coaching 

competitive table tennis teams and was instrumental 

in getting the tables and equipment needed for this 

exploratory. He will help students develop hand-eye 

coordination through drills and practice, and work to 
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CUSTODIAL POSITION 

We are still in need of a custodian for 

the Workman Field House, who cleans 

and maintains the floors, storage and 

the Fitness Center. Training is offered 

and will involve 15 hours per week in 

the evenings. This position might be 

perfect for a local college student who 

wishes to be involved in the athletic world 

and needs only a part-time job. Please 

tell your friends or anyone you think 

might be interested. Contact Facilities 

Manager Darren Johnson at djohnson@

newcovenantschools.org to apply.

LUNCH ORDERING 

March lunch ordering is now open with 

a deadline of February 18. Since Winter 

Break falls during the ordering window, 

be sure to plan accordingly so as not to 

miss the deadline!

PROGRESS REPORTS 

Parents may be on the lookout for an 

email with a link to view their student’s 

progress report next Friday, February 18. 

This date is corrected from the previously 

published date.

VALENTINE’S DAY FREE DRESS

Although St. Valentine’s Day falls during 

Winter Break, students and faculty/staff 

are invited to celebrate by wearing a 

red, white and/or pink shirt with jeans or 

regular uniform bottoms this Wednesday, 

February 9. (As always, shoes must be 

closed-toe shoes and jeans must be free 

of rips and tears.)

WINTER BREAK 

School will be closed for Winter Break 

this Thursday, February 10 through next 

Tuesday, February 15. Students return 

next Wednesday, February 16.

GRYPHON OUTFITTERS 

As a community service, our school store 

is open each Thursday school is in session 

from 2:30-3:30pm, a time chosen to 

overlap dismissal pickup time. If possible, 

please utilize open hours to shop for 

your student’s uniform needs. If you are 

unable to visit during that time, you may 

contact Lara Haupricht at gryphonstore@

newcovenantschools.org with your order 

for new items and she will fill your order 

as her schedule allows.

GENERATIONS DAY 

Grandparents and other special guests 

are invited to join students in class for 

the morning of Friday, March 11 for 

Generations Day. There will be an 11am 

dismissal on this day—a change from the 

originally scheduled noon dismissal.

help them think strategically on the 

fly. He will also work to develop social 

skills in the areas of competition 

and cooperation.

Drama is a long standing priority 

in our middle and high school. Last 

year, we were not able to combine 

students for a full evening production 

in Middle School. This year we’ve 

hired experienced actress and 

teacher Victoria Zisi, a graduate of 

LU’s drama program, to bring both energy and depth 

to the study of drama. She will be directing students 

in two one-act plays that will be presented on the 

weekend of April 29. While students learn their 

lines and develop the characters they 

are playing, they will also learn a little 

bit about Shakespeare and the basics of 

putting on a successful production. As 

always, drama encourages cooperation 

and develops hidden talents in our 

students.

Exploratory classes play an 

important part in student life in Middle 

School. There’s much to be learned and 

much to be developed in students who 

are stretched by new opportunities. Don’t let your 

Middle Schoolers read this article—they think they 

are just having fun!
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All submissions 
for the Art Fair 

are due this 
Wednesday, 
February 9 
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