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CHRISTIAN SCHOOL: WHAT DOES THAT MEAN?    
Part 3 of a series by John Heaton, Headmaster

In the twenty-five years from 1960 to the mid-

80s, there was an explosion of Christian schools 

across the country. The first generation of these 

schools was often interested in segregation or in 

protecting children from the corrosive influences 

that characterized the 60s forward. Just over two 

decades into the project, it became increasingly clear 

that Christian schools needed to be more. In addition 

to their strong commitments to faith and morals, they 

needed academic credibility.

Those interested in the education of the young 

would not have to look far to find a model that 

would meet the test. They would find it in Dorothy 

L. Sayers. In the mid-20th century Sayers was an 

informal participant in a literary group of Oxford 

professors who called themselves the Inklings, 

the most well-known members of which were 

J.R.R. Tolkien and C.S. Lewis. In 1947 Sayers, a 

learned scholar who herself rendered a translation 

of Dante’s Divine Comedy, delivered a somewhat 

informal talk she called the “The Lost Tools of 

Learning.” It wasn’t intended to change the world, 

but it was a relatively short lecture that called 

for a return to classical education, the essence of 

the Western tradition. Even then she could see 

that it was being abandoned for more progressive 

ideologies, driven in America by the influence of 

John Dewey and others in the early 20th century. In 

discussing the “Lost Tools” she maintained that it was 

essential that students not just be told what to know, 

but—more importantly—how to think.

In the essay she identified what she called 

stages of human development that corresponded 

to the way children learn—grammar, dialectic, and 

rhetoric—and she pointed out that students were 

suited developmentally to each of these stages. 

W H A T ’ S  N E W ?

continued on p.4

Looking for a creative way to participate in the Permanent Things 

Campaign? Now you can by purchasing a commemorative brick 

and leaving your lasting legacy on the campus of New Covenant 

Schools. Each standard brick size is 4”x8” and is available for a 

contribution of $500. Inscription space is three lines with 18 

characters per line. For more information, contact Dayna Renalds 

at drenalds@newcovenantschools.org or 434-847-8313.

Giving With a 
Commemorative 
Brick

The Panache Players opened their performances 
of You Can’t Take It With You this weekend. 
Tickets available for Feb. 4, 5 and 6.
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H O N O R A R I A

FUNDRAISING REPORT

 GOAL PREVIOUSLY THIS WEEK

Annual Fund  $80,000  $12,034  $12,034

General Scholarship  $10,000  $9,865  $10,383

Foundation 
(65% state tax credit 
received with this gift)

 $200,000 Pledged  $426,500 
Received  $273,882

 $432,500
 $282,238

Permanent Things 
Campaign— 
Stage I and II

 $1,000,000  Chapel 
 $584,395
 Classrooms
 $460,400
 TOTAL
 $1,044,795

 Chapel 
 $584,395
 Classrooms
 $463,600
 TOTAL
 $1,047,995

200@$100 $8,100

50@$500 $11,500

15@$1,000 $34,000

10@$5,000 $40,000

5@$10,000 $30,000

2@$20,000 $40,000

2@$50,000 $100,000

2@$100,000 $200,000

81

23

34

8

3

2

2

2

Goals Given Total

GIVING IS EASY
You can find a way to give that 
fits your financial ability. Using 
the chart to the left, consider 
the level at which you could 
participate. A one-time gift is 
welcome, but you might consider 
leveraging a larger gift by 
structuring it over a three-year 
period. Gifts of appreciated 
stock can be easily transferred, 
and, for qualified individuals, 
required minimum distributions 
from IRA’s can also be routed 
to the campaign. Contact 
Dayna Renalds at drenalds@
newcovenantschools.org for 
assistance.

New Covenant has been named one of the Top 20 Schools in the Classic Learning 

Test’s 2020-2021 National School Rankings. This award recognizes our students 

for collectively receiving one of the highest median scores in the nation on the CLT10.

The CLT10 is a college preparatory exam and PSAT® alternative designed for 9th and 

10th graders and offered by the Classic Learning Test. Evaluating English, math, and 

critical reasoning skills, it provides a comprehensive measure of achievement and 

aptitude and engages students with classical texts from the most influential authors 

across time. 

Since its inception in 2016, Classic Learning Test has offered assessments steeped in 

more intellectually rich and rigorous content than other standardized tests. Out of 

the hundreds of schools that take the CLT10 every year, New Covenant is proud of the 

accomplishments of our students, and pleased to receive this distinguished recognition. 

We celebrate this remarkable achievement.

NEW COVENANT SCHOOLS RECEIVES  
NATIONAL AWARD FOR THE CLT10

http://cltexam.com/
http://cltexam.com/
http://cltexam.com/
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E V E R Y O N E

CUSTODIAL POSITION 

We are still in need of a custodian for 

the Workman Field House, who cleans 

and maintains the floors, storage and 

the Fitness Center. Training is offered 

and will involve 15 hours per week in 

the evenings. This position might be 

perfect for a local college student who 

wishes to be involved in the athletic world 

and needs only a part-time job. Please 

tell your friends or anyone you think 

might be interested. Contact Facilities 

Manager Darren Johnson at djohnson@

newcovenantschools.org to apply.

PROGRESS REPORTS 

Parents may be on the lookout for an 

email with a link to view their student’s 

progress report on Friday, February 18.

VALENTINE’S DAY FREE DRESS 

Although St. Valentine’s Day falls during 

Winter Break, students and faculty/

staff are invited to celebrate by wearing 

a red, white and/or pink shirt with 

jeans or regular uniform bottoms next 

Wednesday, February 9. (As always, 

shoes must be closed-toe shoes and jeans 

must be free of rips and tears.)

WINTER BREAK 

School will be closed for Winter Break 

from Thursday, February 10 through 

Tuesday, February 15. Students return on 

Wednesday, February 16.

GRYPHON OUTFITTERS 

As a community service, our school store 

is open each Thursday school is in session 

from 2:30-3:30pm, a time chosen to 

overlap dismissal pickup time. If possible, 

please utilize open hours to shop for 

your student’s uniform needs. It is also 

acceptable for your Middle School or 

SoR student to shop during school store 

hours with your permission. If you or your 

student are unable to visit during that 

time, you may contact Lara Haupricht at 

gryphonstore@newcovenantschools.org 

with your order for new items and she will 

fill your order as her schedule allows.

GENERATIONS DAY 

Grandparents and other special guests 

are invited to join students in class for 

Generations Day on Friday morning, 

March 11. There will be an 11am 

dismissal on this day—a change from the 

originally scheduled noon dismissal.

CONTINUOUS ENROLLMENT 
CONTRACT—DEADLINE FEB. 1

In order to simplify reenrollment, 

you signed a Continuous 

Enrollment Contract for your 

child which was the last contract 

that you will have to sign while 

your child is a student at New 

Covenant. YOU WILL NOT BE 

ASKED TO REENROLL FOR 

NEXT YEAR. Your student will be 

automatically enrolled each year 

until graduation or until you tell us 

otherwise. The opt-out deadline 

for enrollment for the 2022-23 

school year is TOMORROW, 

February 1, 2022. The Continuous 

Enrollment Fee of $150 will be 

charged to your account if you do 

not opt out. Please contact Linda 

Hackenbracht in the business 

office if your plans for next school 

year have changed.

Parents and families enjoy the Egyptian Day 
presentations by the third-graders last week. 
Penny Miller shows her work on Egyptian gods.

CHAPEL TALKS with Headmaster Heaton continues for one more week this 

Wednesday, February 2 with dinner at 5:30pm, lecture at 6:15pm and Evensong 

at 7:00pm.  All are welcome.  Dinner and childcare are offered at no charge. You 

may reserve your spot through this link.  https://www.signupgenius.com/

go/409084bafab2ca3f58-chapel

Performances 
Feb. 4, 5, and 6. 
Call 434-847-
8313 for tickets.

mailto:djohnson@newcovenantschools.org
mailto:djohnson@newcovenantschools.org
mailto:gryphonstore@newcovenantschools.org
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/409084bafab2ca3f58-chapel
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/409084bafab2ca3f58-chapel
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BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Class of 2022 • Amy Bonebright  
• Dr. Tim Brophy • Leslie Moeller  

• Bob Price • Dan Vollmer • Class of 
2023 • Nancy Hall • Kristin Hampton 

• Sam Mizener • Tom Rogers  
• Anne Umbarger • Darryl Whitesell  

• Class of 2024 • Mike Lovell

EX OFFICIO
Rev’d John Heaton

OUR MISSION

New Covenant Schools is an  
educational community serving 

families of Central Virginia, providing 
an exceptional education in a classical 

curriculum within the framework 
of historic Christianity, furnishing the 

student with the tools of education  
and the inspiration to be 

a lifelong learner.

We would prefer to call them “modes of 

learning.” In the grammar mode students 

were not averse to memorization of 

facts for their own sake—multiplication 

tables, lists of the Presidents, the states 

and their capitals, the kings of Israel, 

and, of course Latin paradigms. As 

students matured, however, they became 

naturally argumentative, so it would be 

commendable to introduce them to logic. 

If they were to be contrarian by nature, 

Sayers maintained, at least that tendency 

should not be permitted to run away into 

the sand. Finally, students in their mid-to-

late teens should study rhetoric, which 

built on the grammar and dialectic of 

their education, and gave them the ability 

to express their own ideas with proper 

evidence, persuasion and grace.

Grammar, dialectic, and rhetoric—

these were the tools that had been lost, 

but Sayers’ essay itself was unnoticed 

for more than thirty years, with the 

copyright eventually being obtained 

by William F. Buckley and the National 
Review. Sometime in the late 80s, it was 

rediscovered by Christian educators who 

found it challenging, and had the audacity 

to use it as a guide for recovering these 

“lost tools.” By 1991, a Presbyterian 

pastor, Douglas Wilson, had published a 

book under the title, “Recovering the Lost 

Tools of Learning.” The book was not only 

a severe critique of public education, but 

a positive expansion upon Sayers’ original 

essay. Incidentally, New Covenant Schools 

was founded that same year.

Neither Sayers nor Wilson was 

advocating anything new; quite the 

contrary. They were reclaiming a tradition 

that had been developed by the Church 

and field-tested for more than 1,500 

years. It was classical because it focused 

upon classic texts, materials that had 

endured the test of time because of 

the universality of the questions they 

addressed, the fundamental questions 

of human flourishing. It was Christian 

because since at least the time of St. 

Augustine (d. 434) it was the Church that 

developed what 

came to be known 

as the liberal arts, 

which lay at the 

very heart of the 

curriculum. Here 

was a tradition 

that was both 

academic and 

Christian; in fact, 

it would not be an overstatement to claim 

that education in the West always had 
been Christian. Without the nurture of 

the Church there would never have been 

such a thing as the cathedral school or the 

university system as we know it.

In classical education, the Christian 

school movement of the late 20th century 

had finally recovered its original mandate. 

It is important to note that educators 

had not discovered a box of curriculum 

somewhere in the attic, discarded by 

generations of progressive educators. 

Classical education is not a specific 

curriculum. There is a remarkable variety 

of emphasis and content among classical, 

Christian schools. Moreover, classical 

education is not reduceable to a method; 

there is no such thing as “the classical, 

Christian method.” It is, rather, an 

approach, a way of looking at the world, a 

way of being. In its broadest objectives it 

is concerned with promulgating the best 

of that which has been thought and said 

by great minds of the past. It is helpful to 

think of it as a conversation into which 

we lead our students as participants. We 

introduce them to the primary languages 

of that conversation—Latin and Greek 

—and we introduce them to the great 

questions that have been the subject of 

this long discussion. 

Of course, we begin with reading, 

writing, and basic arithmetic, but along 

the way students begin to learn the 

language of music, the language of math, 

and the language of persuasion. They 

are required to study art, which is yet 

another means of human expression. 

Broadly speaking, classical, Christian 

education will include as 

much as it can of all that is 

good, all that is true, and all 

that is beautiful. With these 

guiding principles, the classical, 

Christian educator creates 

a curriculum that stands 

apart from contemporary 

educational fads, and from 

the propagandizing of “woke” 

progressivism that currently dominates 

public education. 

Read an edited version of Dorothy L. 

Sayers’ “The Lost Tools of Learning” here: 

https://www.newcovenantschools.org/wp-

content/uploads/2022/01/Lost-Tools.pdf

continued from p. 1

https://www.newcovenantschools.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/01/Lost-Tools.pdf
https://www.newcovenantschools.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/01/Lost-Tools.pdf

