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POETRY RECITALS SHARE THE LOVE OF LANGUAGE 
by Erin Uminn, Middle School Teacher (6A)

The School of Rhetoric brings verse to life at the Poetry Recitals last week.

The first poetry recitals I witnessed at New 

Covenant were over a decade ago when my 

daughters were in grammar school. I was grateful 

they were learning to memorize, dramatize, and 

interpret poetry that highlighted truth, goodness, 

and beauty. From a young age they were acquiring 

the skill of presenting in front of an audience—no 

small feat! From my earliest encounter, I was drawn 

into the greater picture of what the poetry recital 

represented: sharing a love of language with others 

in community. 

What is it about poetry that draws us, weary 

and frenzied, commanding our attention? What is 

it about poetry that arouses the soul to a truth, an 

understanding, a connection between poet and 

reader, separated by centuries? The universal nature 

of poetry is profound because we wrestle with the 

same doubts, fears, joys, and triumphs as others did 

before us. Further, the vast Western canon points to 

the fact that poetry (lyrical verse or beautiful prose) 

is like music. In fact, at New Covenant we teach that 

poetry is music and beauty put to words. The fine 

arts, which include poetry, literature, art, and music, 

tune the soul and develop the affections to properly 

orient us to that which is truly real, a way to touch 

the sacred. The great poets like Dante and Milton 

show us this. We imitate. 

The world was created with logos—the word—

and the Creator put within the mind and souls of 

men the ability to speak and create with imagery. I 

am always amazed and wonder at the thought that 

God chose to create with language. He could have 
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The School of Rhetoric celebrated the fall season with a “Barn 
Bash” last Friday night. There were competitive games on the field 
followed by a set of group dances that were called by Katie Sakai, 
who had given dance lessons to a student-select dance committee. 
There was plenty of chili on hand along with pumpkin decorating 
under the pavilion. The evening concluded with s’mores around two 
campfires in the woods, where Mr. Johnson had recently cleared, 
mulched and created fire pits. The weather was perfect, the leaves were turning, and all 
hearts were happy as the students and their teachers enjoyed the fellowship.

W H A T ’ S  N E W ?

SoR Barn Bash
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SCHOOL OF RHETORIC 
POETRY RECITAL WINNERS

GIVE TO NCS, EARN A 65% VA EDUCATION TAX CREDIT 

FUNDRAISING REPORT
 GOAL PREVIOUSLY THIS WEEK

Annual Fund  $80,000  $6,626  $6,734

General Scholarship  $10,000  $1,554  $3,674

Foundation  $200,000 Pledged  $142,000 

Received  $13,882

 $186,000

 $15,882

Permanent Things 

Campaign— 

Stage I and II

 $1,000,000 Chapel 
$582,200

Classrooms
$151,280

Chapel 
$582,200

Classrooms
$151,380

TOTAL

$733,580

Please consider New 
Covenant Schools in 
your giving. All gifts 
are tax-deductible 
to the extent that 
the law provides.  
Donations may 
be given through 
cash, check, stock 
transfers, or IRA 
distributions. 
Contact Dayna 
Renalds in the 
Development 
Office for more 
information. 

Face it: you’re going to pay 

taxes. They might come out 

of your monthly paycheck 

or a check you write to the 

state on April 15. We all pay 

taxes. What if you could steer 

your tax money towards New 

Covenant Schools? I’m talking 

about taking ownership of 

how your tax money is spent. 

THIS IS WORTH YOUR 

ATTENTION. The New 

Covenant Schools Foundation, 

under the provision of 

the Virginia Education 

Improvement Scholarship Tax 

Credits Program, provides 

for a 65% tax credit against 

your state income taxes when 

making a gift for scholarship 

purposes. This is actually like 

a coupon to be used against 

a yearly tax bill. Additionally, 

those who itemize are allowed 

to deduct the remaining 

35% on federal taxes as a 

charitable contribution. This 

provision effectively allows 

you to “redirect” much (if not 

all!) of your state tax bill to 

the benefit of New Covenant 

Schools and our students. The 

Foundation distributes its 

funds to qualifying students 

(those entering K or 1st 

grade or transferring) yearly. 

Currently, 51 students at 

New Covenant benefit from 

scholarships received from the 

Foundation. Additionally, the 

presence and use of funds from 

the scholarship foundation 

allows for tuition rates to be 

suppressed across the board.

For more information on 

this program or to get 

started, contact Dayna 

Renalds at drenalds@

newcovenantschools.org. She 

will be happy to hear from you. 

NINTH GR ADE

Corey Hackenbracht 

“Common Cold” by Ogden Nash

TENTH GR ADE

Mary Glenn Morse 

“Matilda” by Hilaire Belloc

ELE VENTH GR ADE

Jenna Hackenbracht 

“The Ad-dressing of Cats” (abridged) by T. S. Eliot

T WELF TH GR ADE

Gioia Calabretta 

“Teddy Bear” by A. A. Milne

JEFFERSON CUP WINNER

Gioia Calabretta
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M I D D L E  &  G R A M M A R

S C H O O L  O F  R H E T O R I C

PARENT/TEACHER CONFERENCES 

There will be no school on Monday, 

November 1. We will hold parent/teacher 

conferences that day from 12:30-6:00pm. 

A link was emailed to you from Naomi 

Hostetler on October 19 for you to sign 

up for a conference with your child’s 

teacher(s). Sign-ups will close on Friday, 

October 29 at noon.

PRE-K 2022-23 

If you have a child who will be 4 years old 

by the first day of the 2022-23 school 

year, they are eligible for our Pre-K 

program. Simply visit our website at www. 

newcovenantschools.org and select the 

“Apply Here” button at the top of the 

page. Our Pre-K is a very small class 

and fills quickly. Current families have 

preference until November 1. After this 

date all applications will be considered, 

and openings are not guaranteed.

KINDERGARTEN 2022-23 

Now is the time to submit a student 

application if you intend for your child to 

begin Kindergarten in the fall of 2022. 

We offer early enrollment to parents of 

current Pre-K students and siblings of 

New Covenant students in other grades. 

Until December 1, 2021, your application 

will receive priority in our admissions 

process. Application is easy. Simply visit 

our website at www.newcovenantschools. 

org and select the “Apply Here” button 

at the top of the page. From there, you 

can open an account for your student, 

and once it is saved you can come and 

go as you please. If you would like to 

learn more about our K-12 program, 

please contact Linda Simon at lsimon@

newcovenantschools.org about 

scheduling a tour. Tours are held each 

Thursday at 9:15am and registration 

is required.

TUITION ASSISTANCE PROGRAM (TAP) 

The tuition assistance program (TAP) 

for 2022-23 school year will be able to 

accept applications beginning on Monday, 

November 1, 2021, and will remain open 

until January 15, 2022. There is high 

demand for assistance, and it is awarded 

on a first-come, first-served basis! So do 

not delay! A separate email was sent out 

today with more detailed instructions. 

ATHLETIC AWARDS 

Fall Athletic Awards will be awarded next 

Wednesday, November 3 at 12:10pm. 

This event will be livestreamed via our 

YouTube channel.

INFORMATIONAL MEETING 

If you are interested in hearing about how 

the VA 529 Savings Plan and the New 

Covenant Schools Scholarship Foundation 

can positively affect your 2021 tax 

return, join us for breakfast Wednesday, 

October 27 at 7:45 am. Reserve your 

spot here https://www.signupgenius.com/

go/409084bafab2ca3f58-newcovenant7 

AFTER-SCHOOL CARE CLARIFICATION 
FOR 7TH AND 8TH GRADES 

After-school care for 7th and 8th graders 

is provided on a fee basis for occasions 

when a parent is not able to pick up a 

student at 3pm. 7th and 8th graders must 

sign in at 3pm with After-School Care 

in the Grammar School Commons, and 

charges apply. On some days each week, a 

staff member may be available to take 7th 

and 8th graders from the Commons to the 

library to provide a quieter environment 

for study. 7th and 8th graders remaining 

after school must be supervised in an 

organized after school activity such as 

a sports team or signed in with After-

School Care.

CELL PHONE POLICY 

Please be reminded that students in 

Grammar School and Middle School 

are not permitted to bring cell phones 

to school – not even to be kept in their 

lockers or gym bags. Furthermore, any 

electronic device capable of connecting to 

the internet or communicating with any 

other electronic device is not permitted. 

Thank you for helping your students be 

mindful of this policy.

BREAKFAST 

Parents with students in 8th grade 

are invited to join Mr. Heaton and Mr. 

McCurley for breakfast on Friday, 

November 5 from 8:00-9:00am. During 

this time, parents will be introduced to 

the unique opportunities their student 

will experience in the School of Rhetoric 

next year. Watch your email for more 

details coming soon.

A LATTE POETRY 

The Middle School will have their final 

poetry recital this Friday, October 29 

at 7pm. All are invited and welcome 

to attend. An email was sent from Erin 

Uminn to all Middle School parents on 

October 7 with additional information. 

Please refer to that email for instructions 

regarding your Middle School student and 

what they should wear and bring.

PSAT TESTING 

Tenth and eleventh grade students will 

have PSAT testing tomorrow, Tuesday, 

October 26. The School of Rhetoric will 

have a 9:00am late start.



4

Quid Novi 
BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Class of 2021 • Mike Lovell  
• Class of 2022 • Dr. Tim Brophy 

• Bob Price • Leslie Moeller • Dan 
Vollmer • Amy Bonebright • Class 

of 2023 • Kristin Hampton • Darryl 

Whitesell • Nancy Hall • Sam Mizener 

• Tom Rogers • Anne Scruggs

EX OFFICIO
Rev’d John Heaton

OUR MISSION

New Covenant Schools is an  
educational community serving 

families of Central Virginia, providing 
an exceptional education in a classical 

curriculum within the framework 
of historic Christianity, furnishing the 

student with the tools of education  
and the inspiration to be 

a lifelong learner.

continued from p. 1

created the universe and orchestrated 

His will in any number of infinite ways 

that I may never understand; He chose to 

use words. 

Scripture is filled with narrative 

story, parables, historical records, 

apocryphal text, and poetry. God spoke 

the universe into existence, creating 

humanity in His image with the ability 

to use language, too. How blessed are 

we to partake in poetry, to partake in 

building ideas and beautiful images for 

our listener, reaching out to one another 

with words, as Christ Himself did. Thus 

we must always be mindful of the words 

that we offer. We are not mute, we are 

not unable to communicate, we do these 

things almost incessantly; we so take for 

granted our ability to communicate that 

we often talk too much. 

To tune our children’s hearts to 

poetry is to teach them to listen for that 

clear, distinct difference in language 

that makes us smile, wipe a tear, double 

over in stitches, or take a long, inward 

breath of hope or awe. Poetry teaches 

them what beautiful language is. At New 

Covenant, the proper use of language is 

important (and so starkly contrasted with 

the world around us) that we shower our 

children in the watering words of poetry 

and verse like spring rain pouring over 

the soil of our hearts. We read nursery 

rhymes, epic and narrative poetry, 

limerick and haiku, Shakespeare and 

Tennyson, where we see human nature 

poured out through voices ancient and 

modern. Students learn to decipher and 

to contemplate the short phrases and 

rolling lines. They even try their hand at 

their own poetry and see that they, too, 

can imitate poetic verse. We don’t do this 

to make them master poets, but to show 

that all men, even the humblest among us, 

may take part.

The A Latte Poetry for Middle 

School students is the culmination of 

our students’ poetic pursuits. Finalists 

present and dramatize their selections 

for an audience of their peers to 

enjoy. Although there is a competitive 

component to the evening, the higher 

aim is to enjoy a variety of good poetry 

in company together. All Middle School 

students participate as audience 

members in the café setting with special 

lighting and décor. Prior to the event 

they learn how to host a table of their 

peers, the etiquette of passing treats, and 

taking turns for hot beverages before 

cleaning up together. They respectfully 

listen and applaud each presenter 

during the program to show support and 

encouragement. We invite family and 

friends to participate for the same reason: 

to share in an evening of delightful poetry 

and applaud the efforts of our students. 

The Poetry Recital at New Covenant is 

always a much-anticipated evening in 

our student community. We hope you 

enjoy our annual tradition alongside us, 

and that many of the phrases, words, and 

interpretations stay with you. After all, 

that is the power and majesty of poetry, 

when we attend to its lessons. 

Dalton Foster reciting “The Very Merry Voyage of the Macaroni Man” by Carolyn Wells.


