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BLESSING OF THE ANIMALS 
by Headmaster John Heaton

NCS Boy’s Soccer 
7/8 (in blue) won 
their game with 
Grace Christian  
on Friday.

One of my favorite New Covenant traditions 

occurs each year on the first Friday of October. 

The event has a long history at the school, but is 

rooted in a much longer tradition in the Church. 

The day is marked by grammar and middle school 

students bringing their pets to school, assembling 

in the Commons and lining up for the blessing of 

the animals. (Actually, a parent needs to bring the 

animals later in the day—see sidebar on page 4.) 

Students enjoy this day because they get to share 

their pets with one another; I enjoy it because I can 

learn not only every child’s name, but also the name 

of their dogs and cats!

There are a few basic rules, however, that you 

should observe. First, only bring animals for which 

your child is responsible as a caretaker (no picking 

up a frog on campus and jumping in line with that). 

You might bring a dog or cat, but we’ve had chickens, 

iguanas, ducks, goats, a pony, snakes - just about 

every kind of critter you can imagine. Second, we 

ask that you pick up after your animals using the 

receptacles that we will provide. Third, be sure that 

continued on p. 4

As the Marie Macdonald Chapel nears completion, New Covenant has acquired new signage 
at the second entrance on Fleetwood Drive. You might not be aware that there are two points 
of access to the campus: the main circle, and the second that we call the “chapel” entrance, 
which is now it is clearly marked as such. Moreover, this is the preferred entrance for schools 
who may be transporting students by bus as is the case with many athletic teams. Buses often 
create traffic problems in the circle, and are more easily accommodated on the chapel side. 

In addition, memorial signage has also been added to the Gryphon 
Garden, which was gifted by Sandra van Burk in memory of her 
late husband, Gerrit van Burk. Her ongoing annual gift maintains 
the garden with seeds, supplies, and all other things necessary for 
the benefit of our students. 

W H A T ’ S  N E W ?

New Campus 
Signage
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2021 VIRGINIA 10-MILER AND 4+MILER: 
NCS STUDENT AND FACULTY PARTICIPANTS

MAKENZY BATES NOMINATED  
FOR D.A.R. GOOD CITIZENSHIP 
AWARD

GRAMMAR SCHOOL POETRY 
RECITAL WINNERS

Senior Makenzy Bates is the 

recipient of the faculty and 

staff nomination for the James 

River Chapter of the Daughters of 

the American Revolution Good 

Citizenship Award, a distinction of 

honor for her record of dependability, 

service, leadership, and patriotism. 

Makenzy has the privilege of 

participating in the accompanying D.A.R. essay 

contest, which includes the potential of earning 

a monetary merit scholarship at the district or 

national level. Congratulations, Makenzy! We 

appreciate your patriotism and desire to serve your 

state and country. 

Kindergarten*  Isla Van Wynsberg, “Skiing” by 

Marchette Chute

First grade Noelle Deyo, “Upside Down” by 

Aileen Fisher

Second grade* Bertie Seckman, “My Dog” by 

Marchette Chute 

Third grade Kale Anderson, “Presents” by 

Marchette Chute

Fourth grade* Alexander Quaranta, “John Quincy 

Adams” by R. and S.V. Benet

*Jefferson Cup winners 

September 25, 2021

4+ Miler (4.4 miles)

Coach Chris Deneen  29:01  8th Overall  1st Place Male Masters Division 

John Sorenson  29:31  12th Overall  1st Place Male 11-14 Division 

Luke Libbey  30:35  16th Overall  

Michael Seckman  32:55  30th Overall  3rd Place Male 11-14 Division 

Christopher Moody  36:09  59th Overall  

Kelly Hoskins  38:30  93rd Overall 

Noah McCormick  40:22  136th Overall   

Natalie Olenik  44:50  229th Overall 

Jesus Reinel Castaneda 46:23  270th Overall 

10-Miler

Coach Nate Perkinson  1:15:21  90th Overall   

Caleb McCormick  1:19:12  147th Overall  2nd Place Male 17 & Under Division  

Joe LaMagna 1:39:21  518th Overall  (Wore 25 lb.-weight vest)

Scott McCurley  1:47:06  646th Overall 

Bethany Caswell  2:03:24  838th Overall 
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S C H O O L  O F  R H E T O R I C

E V E R Y O N E

SCHOOL NURSE EMAIL

The email address for the school nurses is 

NCSnurses@newcovenantschools.org.

KINDERGARTEN 2022-23 

Now is the time to submit a student 

application if you intend for your child to 

begin Kindergarten in the fall of 2022. 

We offer early enrollment to parents of 

current Pre-K students and siblings of 

New Covenant students in other grades. 

Until December 1, 2021, your application 

will receive priority in our admissions 

process. Application is easy. Simply visit 

our website at www.newcovenantschools.

org and select the “Apply Here” button 

at the top of the page. From there, you 

can open an account for your student, 

and once it is saved you can come and 

go as you please. If you would like to 

learn more about our K-12 program, 

please contact Linda Simon at lsimon@

newcovenantschools. org about 

scheduling a tour. Tours are held each 

Thursday at 9:15am and registration 

is required.

PRE-K 2022-23 

If you have a child who will be 4 years old 

by the first day of the 2022-23 school 

year, they are eligible for our Pre-K 

program. Simply visit our website at www. 

newcovenantschools.org and select the 

“Apply Here” button at the top of the 

page. Our Pre-K is a very small class 

and fills quickly. Current families have 

preference until November 1. After this 

date all applications will be considered, 

and openings are not guaranteed.

BLESSING OF THE ANIMALS 

Parents of students in K-8th grade are 

invited to bring household pets for a 

blessing from Rev. Heaton on Friday, 

October 1. See instructions on page 4.

END OF QUARTER 

Mark your calendars for Tuesday, 

October 12, the end of the 1st quarter. 

We will have our customary noon 

dismissal on this day. Report cards will 

soon follow and will be emailed to parents 

on Friday, October 22.

SPECIAL DRESS LIST 

There is a newly published list that 

specifies Grammar School events 

requiring costumes or special dress. 

Grammar School parents may find this 

list helpful. You can locate it through 

your Renweb account by clicking on 

School Resources>Grammar School 

Special Dress Occasions. Alternately, 

you can request a copy by emailing 

Naomi Hostetler at nhostetler@

newcovenantschools.org.

DC TRIP 

The School of Rhetoric will be going 

on their annual trip to Washington DC 

this Thursday, September 30 - Friday, 

October 1. 

Any time your child will be 

absent from school, please 

send an email to ncsoffice@

newcovenantschools.org 

indicating the reason for 

their absence. 

FINANCIAL STRATEGIES FOR 
FUNDING EDUCATION 

Would you like to know more 

about the VA 529 Savings 

Plan and the VA Educational 

Improvement Tax Credits 

Scholarship Program? These 

programs offer ways for you to 

pay school tuition with tax-free 

savings or make a bigger impact 

with your charitable gift. Join us 

for breakfast every Wednesday 

during the month of October 

at 7:45am to hear from our 

Director of Development on how 

these programs work. Reserve 

your spot through this link:  

https://www.signupgenius.com/

go/409084BAFAB2CA3F58-

newcovenant7

http://www.newcovenantschools.org
http://www.newcovenantschools.org
http://www. newcovenantschools.org
http://www. newcovenantschools.org
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BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Class of 2021 • Mike Lovell  
• Class of 2022 • Dr. Tim Brophy 

• Bob Price • Leslie Moeller • Dan 
Vollmer • Amy Bonebright • Class 

of 2023 • Kristin Hampton • Darryl 

Whitesell • Nancy Hall • Sam Mizener 

• Tom Rogers • Anne Scruggs

EX OFFICIO
Rev’d John Heaton

OUR MISSION

New Covenant Schools is an  
educational community serving 

families of Central Virginia, providing 
an exceptional education in a classical 

curriculum within the framework 
of historic Christianity, furnishing the 

student with the tools of education  
and the inspiration to be 

a lifelong learner.

your animal is properly restrained, crated, 

or caged. In my experience, cats enjoy this 

event the least, and if one were to escape, 

we might not be able to retrieve it. 

The Blessing of the Animals coincides 

with the feast of St. Francis of Assisi, 

who lived from a.d. 1182-1226. He is 

the founder of the Franciscan order 

of monks, and may be one of the most 

recognizable figures in Christian history. 

Born into a wealthy Italian family, Francis 

grew up loving fine clothes, and in his 

young adult years spent money lavishly 

on himself and his friends. In the early 

13th century he was involved in a military 

expedition in which he was captured, 

spending more than a year as a prisoner 

of war. It was this experience that likely 

changed his life. He ultimately repudiated 

his inheritance and devoted himself to 

faith and the Church, much to his father’s 

disappointment, which resulted in a sharp 

break between them. 

Francis preached the Christian 

doctrine that the world was created good 

and beautiful by God, but suffers a need 

for redemption because of human sin. 

As someone who saw God reflected in 

nature, he was known for having a great 

love for animals and the environment. 

Many of the stories are legends, of course, 

the most well-known of which describes 

how Francis was traveling with some 

companions, and happened upon a place 

in the road where birds filled the trees on 

either side. Francis told his companions 

to “wait for me while I go to preach to my 

sisters the birds.” The birds surrounded 

him, intrigued by the power of his voice, 

and not one of them flew away. He is often 

portrayed with a bird, typically in his 

hand. In 1979, Pope John Paul II declared 

Francis the patron saint of ecology. 

continued from p. 1

IF YOU ARE COMING….

• Bring your animals at the appropriate time:

Grammar School – 1:40 pm

Middle School – 2:15 pm.

• Park in either lot and bring your animals to the bell tower; do not bring 

them inside the building.

• Restrain or cage your animals.

• Notify us if you intend to bring a large animal, such as a horse!



New Covenant Men’s Advance
October 8-9, 2021

Bedford, VA / $10 per person

Time: Friday, 5:00pm – Saturday, 12:00pm

Overnight Encouraged:
•  Plenty of tent space
•  Basement field shower available
Commuters welcome

Agenda
FRIDAY  

4:00pm Early arrival welcome / Hang out

5:00 – 6:00pm Arrive / Tent Setup / Skeet Shooting / Target Shooting / Cornhole / Fishing

6:15pm Dinner 

7:30pm Headmaster Remarks:  Living Life in Four Directions 

8:15pm  Campfires & conversation 

SATURDAY  

7:30am – 8:30am Breakfast 

8:45am – 9:30am Headmaster Remarks II 

9:30am – 12:00pm Activities / Football / Fishing / Shooting / Cornhole

  

Sign up here: https://www.signupgenius.com/go/409084BAFAB2CA3F58-mens
Confirmation and directions will be emailed to you.

WANT TO MEET AND GET TO KNOW OTHER DADS AT NEW COVENANT ? NOW YOU CAN.
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Stop by the local Biscuitville listed below, order your favorite item  

inside the restaurant or in the drive-thru, and tell the cashier to  
add your order to your school or organization. 

3301 Old Forest Rd • Lynchburg • VA 24501

Tuesday, October 12th • 5pm - 8pm

One night only! Biscuitville Fresh Southern® is open at night for its annual  
Breakfast After Dark fundraising event. Visit this local Biscuitville restaurant and support 
your school or organization! Each participating school or organization receives 20% of all 

proceeds generated in their name that evening.


