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FIVE ESSENTIALS OF THE NEW COVENANT COMMUNITY—PART 3 
by Headmaster John Heaton

Students enjoy 
the fall weather 
to work on their 
studies.

The following is part 3 of a series adapted from the 
Headmaster’s address to the school community at 
Convocation, August 15, 2021.

I’ve taken a few issues of Quid Novi to share 

and expand upon parts of my address from the 

2021 Convocation held in August. Maintaining the 

unique community that is New Covenant Schools 

requires attention to five things. First, we must share 

a commitment to common authority; and second, we 

must share a commitment to common liturgies and 

practices. Today I want to emphasize that to exist as 

a robust community we must share common moral 

obligations.

Moral obligations include attitudes and actions 

that shape our sensibilities of right and wrong, and 

are expressed in adherence to community standards. 

I am sure that on matters of morality, such as 

lying, cheating or stealing, we would enjoy broad 

support. I believe, however, that there are other 

moral questions that are increasingly visible to us 

and increasingly confusing. As questions of gender 

confusion and sexual identity are forced upon our 

notice, they demand our response, if only because 

our children notice them. 

I am certain that many members of our 

community might not know exactly how to respond, 
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Headmaster Heaton invites all New Covenant dads to a weekend retreat and fellowship 

on October 8 and 9.  It will all begin at 5:00pm on Friday with plenty of good food from 

the grill, a fire, and outdoor activities at his cabin in Bedford. You are welcome to pitch 

a tent, bring your hammock, or bring a camper for the evening. Breakfast will be served 

in the morning with wrap up by noon on Saturday. The cost is $10 per person to cover 

food expenses. It should be the perfect time to enjoy the outdoors. Please reserve the 

time on your schedule to join with the men of our school for some quality moments 

together. You will not want to miss out on this weekend. https://www.signupgenius.com/

go/409084BAFAB2CA3F58-mens

W H A T ’ S  N E W ?

Men’s Fall 
Weekend

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/409084BAFAB2CA3F58-mens
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/409084BAFAB2CA3F58-mens
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H O N O R A R I A

SPORTS SCORES

Tuesday, September 7
JR GRYPHONS VOLLEYBALL 
NCS ......................................................... 1
Timberlake  ........................................... 2

JV VOLLEYBALL 
NCS ......................................................... 2
VES  ......................................................... 0

V VOLLEYBALL 
NCS ......................................................... 3
VES  ......................................................... 1

Thursday, September 9
JR GRYPHONS VOLLEYBALL 
NCS ......................................................... 3
James River  .......................................... 0

MS VOLLEYBALL 
NCS ......................................................... 2
James River  .......................................... 1

JR GRYPHONS SOCCER 
NCS ......................................................... 2
James River  .......................................... 5

MS SOCCER 
NCS ......................................................... 0
James River  .......................................... 0

MS CROSS COUNTRY 
vs. James River  ...................2nd place

V SOCCER 
NCS ......................................................... 1
Eastern Mennonite  ........................... 2

Friday, September 10
V SOCCER 
NCS ......................................................... 0
SWVA  .................................................... 1

JV VOLLEYBALL 
NCS ......................................................... 2
Carlisle ................................................... 0

V VOLLEYBALL 
NCS ......................................................... 3
Carlisle ................................................... 0

Saturday, September 11
V CROSS COUNTRY INVITATIONAL
Highlighted by a Boys 5th place 
team finish (of 9 teams); Madeline 
Duncan All-Meet team placing 11th 
Individually (of 33); Luke Libbey 
placing 20th individually (of 70).

FINANCIAL STRATEGIES FOR FUNDING EDUCATION 

Would you like to know more about the VA 529 Savings Plan and the 

VA Educational Improvement Tax Credits Scholarship Program? These 

programs offer ways for you to pay school tuition with tax-free savings 

or make a bigger impact with your charitable gift. Join us for breakfast 

Wednesday, September 15 at 7:45am to hear from our Director of 

Development on how these programs work. Reserve your spot through 

this link https://www.signupgenius.com/go/409084BAFAB2CA3F58-

newcovenant7

ORDER YOUR YEARBOOK TODAY

—REDUCED PRICE!!
PRICE DROP!!! It’s time to order yearbooks for 2021-22. 

We have negotiated a lower cost with Herff Jones, our new 

yearbook production company, and we are going to pass 

those savings to you! 

The first yearbook will be $45 and additional yearbooks 

will be only $30! That’s a 10% savings on the first book and 

40% discount on the additional yearbooks from prior years! 

Our past experience proves that the majority of parents 

appreciate when we automatically order one yearbook 

per family. 

However, you may opt out of ordering a yearbook. Please 

email Robin Layne at rlayne@newcovenantschools.org if 

you DO NOT want to receive a yearbook this year.

If we do not hear from you, we will bill your FACTS account 

$45 on October 1 for your family yearbook. If you want to 

order additional yearbooks, we will do the ordering for you 

through the end of October. Please check your email for a 

Signup Genius when you can request to purchase additional 

yearbooks. 

After October 31, additional books will be $45 and will 

have to be ordered directly from Herff Jones.
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E V E R Y O N E

SCHOOL NURSE EMAIL

The previously published email address 

for the school nurses is incorrect. It is 

NCSnurses@newcovenantschools.org.

SCHOOL LUNCHES 

Lunch ordering for October is open now 

through Friday, September 17.  Please 

log in to your FACTS/RenWeb account to 

place your orders. Pizza does not have 

to be preordered this year unless you 

require a gluten-free or dairy-free pizza. 

Make sure to complete the checkout 

process by paying for your orders. A short 

video may be viewed on FACTS under 

Resources with instructions on ordering 

using the FACTS/RenWeb website. 

LATE SCHOOL ARRIVALS 

If your student arrives to school after 

8:00am, they are given a tardy slip from 

front desk workers that they hand to their 

teacher upon arrival to the classroom. 

Prior to 8:30am, nothing is required of 

parents. If your student arrives to school 

after 8:30am, a parent must enter with 

their student and sign them in at the 

front desk. 

PARENTS WELCOME 

We are grateful for the opportunity to 

welcome parents back onto campus and 

into the building this year. When you are 

planning your visit, please remember 

the following protocols required of our 

campus visitors: 

1. All visitors must use the main entrance 

and be signed in. Please do not leave 

the lobby area without receiving 

authorization from front desk 

personnel (not even to peek in the 

kindergarten wing or front office)!

2. Your visit should be purposeful and 

planned, with every attempt not to 

disrupt class. You are welcome to 

visit during your student’s lunchtime; 

lunchtime is the appropriate time 

for visiting with students. If you 

wish to visit the classroom or have a 

conference with your child’s teacher, 

please contact the office. 

3. Early pickup is discouraged as it causes 

disruption to class time (our teachers 

are teaching up to 3:00pm).  However, 

if you need to pick up a student early 

for an appointment, send an email to 

ncsoffice@newcovenantschools.org 

with the time your student should be in 

the lobby and who is picking up.

EASY WAYS TO HELP NEW COVENANT 
RAISE MONEY!

> Kroger Plus Card You can help New 

Covenant earn money simply by linking 

your Kroger account to our school. Simply 

log in to your Kroger account online 

and select New Covenant Schools to 

receive your community rewards. Our 

organization code is IX901. 

>Collecting Box Tops earns money that 

will go toward special purchases for our 

school. Download the Box Tops app on 

your smartphone and start collecting!

>Do you shop Amazon? You can make 

every purchase count! Visit www.

smile.amazon.com and support New 

Covenant through your purchases. 

Amazon donates 0.5% of the price of your 

eligible AmazonSmile purchases to New 

Covenant.

> Givens/Little Dickens, a local 

bookstore, has a rebate program that has 

provided our library with hundreds of free 

books. New Covenant Schools receives 

3% of your pre-tax purchase total when 

you simply mention New Covenant 

Schools to the cashier as you check 

out.  Relatives, friends, and neighbors 

may participate.

KINDERGARTEN 2022-23 

Now is the time to submit a student 

application if you intend for your child to 

begin Kindergarten in the fall of 2022. 

We offer early enrollment to parents 

of current Pre-K students and new 

siblings of New Covenant students in 

other grades. Until December 1, 2021, 

your application for a new sibling or 

Kindergarten student will receive priority 

in our admissions process. Application 

is easy. Simply visit our website www.

newcovenantschools.org and select the 

“apply here” button at the top of the page. 

From there, you can open an account for 

your student, and once it is saved you can 

come and go as you please.

If you would like to learn more about 

our K-12 program, please contact Linda 

Simon at lsimon@newcovenantschools.

org about scheduling a tour. Tours are 

held each Thursday at 9:15am and 

registration is required.

PARENTS’ NIGHT OUT

The New Covenant Volleyball team will 

be hosting a Parents’ Night Out this 

Saturday, September 18 from 5-8 pm 

for students in K – 5th grade. There will 

be indoor games, crafts, pizza, and more.  

The cost is $15 for a family first child 

with $5 per additional child.  For more 

information or to register contact Lara 

Hite at ncsvolleyball1@gmail.com

GENERATIONS DAY RESCHEDULED

Generations Day has been rescheduled to 

a date this spring. Please watch for a new 

date for this event.

MOMS IN PRAYER

Moms in Prayer is meeting again this 

Wednesday at 2pm in the outdoor space 

behind the school near the garden.
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BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Class of 2021 • Mike Lovell  
• Class of 2022 • Dr. Tim Brophy 

• Bob Price • Leslie Moeller • Dan 
Vollmer • Amy Bonebright • Class 

of 2023 • Kristin Hampton • Darryl 

Whitesell • Nancy Hall • Sam Mizener 

• Tom Rogers • Anne Scruggs

EX OFFICIO
Rev’d John Heaton

OUR MISSION

New Covenant Schools is an  
educational community serving 

families of Central Virginia, providing 
an exceptional education in a classical 

curriculum within the framework 
of historic Christianity, furnishing the 

student with the tools of education  
and the inspiration to be 

a lifelong learner.

and the easy answer is simply to default to 

an attitude of tolerance. Maybe it’s not for 

you; maybe you don’t understand it, but 

what’s the big deal. After all, what could 

be more loving than to be accepting? Even 

our youngest middle school students are 

aware of the culture messaging which 

makes tolerance the chief civic virtue. I 

should point out, however, that what once 

were questions that could be discussed in 

the appropriate confines of families and 

churches, are now charged with a level 

of political recognition and validation. 

Privatized children are now politicized 

children who have opinions and rights 

that not even parents—and certainly not 

schools—should abridge. If you do so, 

you are guilty of violating a child’s self-

determination and thus participating in an 

act of aggression. 

I will say this as plainly as I can. 

The school does not exist as the stage 

upon which a student displays the 

achievements of his/her triumphant 

selfhood. The school exists for the 

opposite reason—to invite children to 

participate in the culture of the Church, 

through the educational institutions that 

it birthed, and to preserve and transmit 

the best that has been thought, said, 

created and practiced in our culture. 

When universities, which once existed 

for the same reason I am claiming, 

are required to create “safe spaces,” 

where students are protected from the 

harmful speech of other students or 

professors, they are in effect, affirming 

the supremacy of the self, the right of the 

student to be self-determining, and to be 

unmolested with constructs proposed 

from the outside that may be in conflict 

with themselves. 

Finally, our community is built and 

survives on a commitment to common 

venerations, by which I refer to postures 

of appreciation for the contribution of 

our forebears in spite of, or because of, 

how they were historically situated. We 

are all familiar with the movement of the 

last decade to remove statues, especially 

of Civil War figures in the South. Those 

who would remove or deface such 

statues understand that such actions are 

revolutionary. I am not commenting here 

on whether statue A or B should go or 

stay. I am saying that care must be taken 

in the heroes whose ideals we adorn as 

visible icons. We are currently locked in a 

revolution that is far broader than Robert 

E. Lee or Stonewall Jackson. The entire 

Western tradition is under siege such 

that no statue from that long tradition is 

particularly safe. We are deeply aware 

of this, and we are aware that many 

of the authors we venerate beginning 

with Moses and Homer are threatened 

in the ongoing cultural wildfires raging 

around us.

In conclusion, our shared community 

is built around common authority; it is 

sustained through common liturgies and 

common practices. It maintains common 

moral obligations and it 

offers the student common 

venerations. We structure 

the curriculum and culture 

of the school to actively 

advocate an authentic 

Christian Community 

which the students are 

asked to respect, and in 

which they are asked to 

participate.
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Robert E. Lee statue at 
Gettysburg.


