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WHY ARE YOU HERE?   

Brie Olson outpaces the 
competition to win the 
100 M Dash.
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The following is an adaptation of a recent chapel talk by Mr. McCurley to the School of Rhetoric. The question has been posed to 

students in three chapel services over the course of the year. To be clear, the ‘here’ in that question is ‘here at New Covenant Schools.’

Blaise Pascal said that “the strength of a man’s 
virtue should not be measured by his special 

exertions, but by his habitual acts.” This goes a 
long way in answering the question at hand if you 
understand that what you do now matters! You 
must recognize that your life as an adult, out there 
in the future, living and working in the life and 
career you desire is not different in its essential 
character than your life at school. How could 
that be? 

Consider Jesus’ response to the question, 

“What is the greatest commandment?” He stated 
it succinctly: “Love the Lord your God with all your 
heart, soul and mind, and love your neighbor as 
yourself.” This is the call on your life. I know you 
wonder and worry how life will take shape. Where 
will you go to college? What will be your work? Who 
will be your spouse? We want to know God’s will in 
all these things, but if you allow your minds to dwell 
too much out there in the future—something that 
does not yet exist—this can diminish the clear call 
on your lives today. You already know the essence 

by Scott McCurley, Academic Dean
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DRAMA CAMP
Rising 6-12th-graders are 

invited to our summer 

Drama Camp, Annie Jr. 

The camp will be held 

July 12-16 from 5:30-

8:30pm as well as all day 

on July 17.

STAYFIT CAMP
Our annual Stayfit 

Camp will run from June 

21–July 30; Monday 

– Thursday each week 

from 9-11am for rising 

1st-7th-graders, and from 

11:30am-1pm  for rising 

8th-12th-graders. 

AMERICAN GIRL DOLL CAMP
Rising 2nd-5th-grade girls, 

join us June 14-18 from 

9-2pm for our annual 

American Girl Doll Camp! 

If you have any questions 

please contact Kelli 

Johnson at kjohnson@

newcovenantschools.org.

STRINGS CAMP
Rising 5th-8th-graders are 

invited to join a Strings 

Camp which will run June 

21-25 from 9am -12pm.  

Joe Nigro and Teresa 

Angell will lead this camp 

to build your students’ 

skills. 

For more details and to sign up for any of these summer camps, visit our website 
at www.newcovenantschools.org and click My NCS.

The deadline to 
sign up is next 

Monday, May 24. 
Camps will be 
billed to your 

FACTS account.

2021 SUMMER CAMPS

PHOTO TO COME
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H O N O R A R I A
NCS SPORTS RECOGNITIONS AND ACHIEVEMENTS 

NEW COVENANT CELEBRATES MILESTONES FOR FACULTY AND STAFF
by John Heaton

ATHLETE SIGNINGS

Senior Jadon Walker has signed with 

Hampden-Sydney College to play 

basketball during his college career. 

Senior Natalie Rogers committed to the 

University of Lynchburg for swim in a 

ceremony last week. Coaches Matt Klein 

(basketball) and Katrina Burgess (swim) 

each shared a few words about their 

athletes, and family, while friends and 

classmates came to support and celebrate. 

GOLF CHAMPION

Freshman Luke Libbey competed 

as an individual golfer representing 

New Covenant in the VIC Conference 

Championship. With a score of 72, Luke 

won the Championship with the lowest 

score in the tournament. Luke has also 

been selected to participate in the VISAA 

State Tournament taking place May 17th 

as a result of his season-long scoring 

totals. Congratulations, Luke!

TRACK TEAM EXCELS

NCS girls placed Runner-Up at the BRC/

VIC conference meet on Saturday. The 

women’s 4 x 800 team (Madeline Duncan, 

Anna Burton, Elizabeth Matney, and 

Virginia Morse) won first and qualified 

to run at the State Meet with a team best 

of 12:09. 

Brie Olson beat the school’s (and her own) 

PR by running a 12.84 100 M Dash and 

taking first in the 100 and 200 M Dash. 

As the school year winds down, New 

Covenant is nearing the end of its 

thirtieth year of operation.  Founded in 

1991, the school has come to maturity 

and established an outstanding program 

that is recognized across our region.  

There are many factors that have 

contributed to the success we have 

enjoyed, and chief among them is a 

strong faculty and staff.  The heart of any 

school can be found in the outstanding 

people who embrace the mission and 

bring it to life in the classroom day in and 

day out.  

New Covenant searches carefully 

to find teachers who are not only 

qualified, but exceptional in their fields 

of expertise, their willingness to craft 

their teaching skills to serve students 

ever more effectively, and their passion 

for living out genuine faith. We are 

proactive and invest significant funds in 

professional development to nurture, 

train and retain teachers, and faculty 

members overwhelmingly report that 

they would recommend New Covenant 

as a great place to work. Consequently, 

the turnover rate for faculty and staff is 

very low.

Each year we recognize faculty members 

who have reached milestones in their 

service to your children, and we want 

you to share in commending them 

for the investment they have made in 

our community.  

These faculty members will be honored 

at faculty/staff dinner on Sunday, 

May 23.  

5 Years
Kyle Alexander
Chelsea Barnwell
Christy Brenning
Abby Burnett
Joy Copenhaver
Chris Deneen
Jeremiah Forshey
Nancy Freerksen
Leslie Hawkins
Stacy Hester
Doreen Loy
Joe LaMagna
Jacob Webb

10 Years
Wendy Ames
Starlet Baker
Brenda Davis
Davidson Morse
Joe Nigro
Natalie Olenik
Bridges Spiva

15 Years
Linda Harris
Julie Ivins

20 Years
Phaedra Callaway
Debbie Williamson

25 Years
Gail Mitchell

Retirees
Kathy Mosher
Beth Mayberry
Cindy Sweeney
Gary Trittipoe

Board Service
Kristin Durand

Women’s 4 x 800 
team: Elizabeth 
Matney, Virginia 
Morse, Anna Burton, 
and Madeline 
Duncan

Natalie Rogers and 
Jadon Walker

Luke Libbey

This list represents 
honorees from 2020 
and ‘21. Last year’s 
recipients were not 
recognized due to 
COVID lockdown.
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M I D D L E  S C H O O L

G R A M M A R  S C H O O L

S C H O O L  O F  R H E T O R I C

E V E R Y O N E

DRIVERS NEEDED 

Members of our Marine Science class are 

preparing for their scuba diving trip in the 

Bahamas. They are in need of drivers to 

drive the NCS mini buses to Charlotte, 

NC on June 18 & again on June 25. Would 

you be interested in being a driver? A CDL 

is not needed to drive. You would leave on 

Friday, June 18 around 6pm, stay the night 

in Charlotte with hotel provided, drive the 

group to the airport on Saturday morning, 

and then return to NCS. You would again 

drive to pick them up from the Charlotte 

airport on Friday, June 25 around 5:30pm 

and drive back to NCS that evening. 

You will be paid for your time and can 

commit for one date or two. If interested, 

contact Joe LaMagna at jlamagna@

newcovenantschools.org.

MASTER CALENDAR 

The Master Calendar for the 2021-

2022 school year can be viewed on our 

website by clicking the My NCS tab and 

scrolling down the page. https://www.

newcovenantschools.org/wp-content/

uploads/2021/04/2021-2022-New-

Covenant-Schools-Master-Calendar.pdf

YOU’RE INVITED

Please join the Drama Performance Class 

on Tuesday evening, May 25, 2021, at 

7:30pm in the Moomaw Gym for their 

presentation of All I Really Need to Know 
I Learned in Kindergarten, a light-hearted 

reflection on childhood, growing up, 

and lessons we learn all through life. 

Admission is free and there are no 

reserved seats. 

KINDERGARTEN GRADUATION

Our Kindergarten class will hold their 

graduation on Thursday, May 27 at 10am. 

This is the last day of school for our 

Kindergarteners with a noon dismissal. 

They are invited to return on Friday, May 

28 to join in with the Field Day activities 

which will begin at 10:00am.

CONCERT/FIELD DAY 

On Friday, May 28 at 8:15am our 

grammar school students will hold a 

concert and perform a selection of songs 

for your enjoyment. Family members 

are invited to attend this event in the 

Moomaw Gym. If you plan on attending, 

you may proceed from the parking lot 

through the bell tower and enter the gym 

from the side door. Following the concert 

and with weather permitting, we will hold 

our annual Field Day activities. This is the 

last day of school with a noon dismissal.

MIDDLE SCHOOL PARTY 

The annual middle school party will be 

taking place on May 21st from 5:00-

7:00pm. It is a water-themed party, so 

come wearing athletic clothes (no bathing 

suits). Make sure to eat dinner before 

you come. Snacks will be provided. The 

party will take place by the field near the 

Workman Field House.

AWARD CEREMONY 

There will be an award ceremony for 7-8th 

graders on Friday, May 28 immediately 

following the 8:15am Grammar School 

Concert. Parents are welcome.

SOR SPRING CONCERT 

The School of Rhetoric will hold their 

spring concert this evening at 7:00pm 

in the Moomaw Gym. You are invited to 

come hear the School of Rhetoric band, 

chorus and strings as they present a 

variety of musical selections. 

ATHLETIC AWARDS 

The spring athletic awards ceremony 

will be held this Wednesday, May 19 at 

12:40pm. The event will be livestreamed 

on our YouTube channel for parents who 

wish to view.

SENIOR NOTES 

The last day of school for seniors is this 

Wednesday. Seniors should plan on 

returning to campus next Wednesday the 

26th at 12:00pm to join the rest of the 

SoR for a picnic lunch at Pat’s Pavilion, 

followed by book return, locker clean-out 

and End-of-Year Awards. You should also 

plan on attending graduation rehearsal 

on Friday, May 28 at 3:30pm.

SOR REMINDERS 

Underclassmen will have classes all day 

on Tuesday & Wednesday, May 25 & 

26. There will be a picnic lunch provided 

on the last day of school, which is next 

Wednesday, May 26, followed by locker 

clean-out and End-of-Year Awards.

SPRING DANCE 

The spring dance will be held outside at 

New Covenant in front of the Fieldhouse 

next Wednesday, May 26 from 7:00-

10:00pm. The rain date for this event is 

Thursday, May 27. For more details please 

read the email from Mr. McCurley sent to 

the SoR on April 30.
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BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Class of 2021 • Mike Lovell • Kristin 

Durand • Class of 2022 • Dr. Tim 

Brophy • Bob Price • Leslie Moeller • 

Dan Vollmer • Amy Bonebright • Class 

of 2023 • Kristin Hampton • Darryl 

Whitesell • Nancy Hall • Sam Mizener 

• Tom Rogers • Anne Scruggs

EX OFFICIO

Rev’d John Heaton
 

OUR MISSION

New Covenant Schools is an  

educational community serving 

families of Central Virginia, providing 

an exceptional education in a classical 

curriculum within the framework of 

historic Christianity, furnishing the 

student with the tools of education  

and the inspiration to be a  

lifelong learner.

of God’s will for your life—it resolves 
simply to the question of whether you 
will heed or ignore Jesus’ words in your 
daily interactions. Life is not out there 
somewhere waiting for you; rather it is 
right here as you rub shoulders with your 
teachers and coaches and peers. You are 
forming up your character now. 

A second answer to this question 
centers on the curriculum and pedagogy. 
Let us approach this through the lens of 
dialectic rather than debate. Recall the 
difference in the two: in debate you are 
seeking to win an argument; in dialectic 
you are engaging in conversation to seek 
truth. No doubt debate has its place in life, 
but as we note the incivility of so much of 
our political and cultural conversations, 
one longs for a new generation that is 
committed to reasonable dialectic rather 
than rhetorical bomb-throwing. 

But to engage in dialectic one must 
have the characteristics of humility and 
curiosity. Humility, because you must 
understand that your view of things is 
necessarily narrow and only partially 
informed. One must adopt the Socratic 
paradox, “I know that I know nothing.” 
And then there is curiosity. You will not 
be a “lifelong learner” without curiosity, 
because that is the fuel of learning – you 
have to first wonder about something 
before you seek to know anything. 

There are Great Questions to be 
asked and answered and these give 
shape to both curricular and pedagogical 
decisions at New Covenant. Your task 
is to lean into this time, because you are 
training your hearts and minds in this way. 

Actively choose to be a person of good 
will who is willing to pursue truth with 
other people of good will.

And finally, let us highlight one word 
—empathy. Often this word is used in the 
narrow sense of feeling another’s pain 
—perhaps being moved to tears when 
someone in your presence cries. Some 
of us are quite natural at that. But we 
can all work on the broader use of that 
word, which is actively to approach the 
people in our lives with openness and 
care, with intentionality, with a heart 
inclined toward them for their good. 
Consider this from CS Lewis: “There are 
no ordinary people. You have never talked 
to a mere mortal. Nations, cultures, arts, 
civilizations—these are mortal, and their 
life is to ours as the life of a gnat. But it 
is immortals whom we joke with, work 
with, marry, snub and exploit - immortal 
horrors or everlasting splendors.” And 
from Romans 12:15, “Rejoice with those 
who rejoice, and weep with those who 
weep.” Choose to be that person who 
is slow to speak words of judgment and 
quick to speak words that heal. Build a 
reputation as one who can be trusted. Be 
the one that everyone in your class knows 
will keep a shared moment to yourself. 
Be the last person on earth to demean 
another person. Be the last person on 
earth who gossips about another. 

Pursue Christlikeness. This is our 
highest calling: to be like Jesus. You do 
not have to be a missionary to the ends of 
the earth to be like Jesus. Mother Teresa 
said, “If you want to change the world, 
go home and love your family.” Mother 

Theresa would surely not object if we 
change that last word from “family” to 
“‘neighbor,” for she is clearly restating 
Jesus’ proposition above. Be Christlike to 
those you encounter every day. No matter 
how young or old you are, that is the only 
place you can make a difference. This is 
why you are here.
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FUNDRAISING REPORT
 GOAL LAST WEEK THIS WEEK

Annual Fund  $30,000  $73,931  $73,957

General Scholarship  $10,000  $15,994  $17,030

Foundation  $200,000 Pledged  $476,500 

Received  $423,537

 $476,500

 $431,105

Hands&Hearts  $40,000 $49,760  $51,680

Thank you to all who have 
generously given to New 
Covenant Schools. Donations 
are always accepted 
through cash, check, stock 
transfers, IRA distributions, 
or gifts-in-kind. All gifts 
are tax-deductible to the 
extent that the law provides. 
Contact Dayna Renalds in 
the Development Office for 
more information. 


