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On Wednesday, April 21 our students will 

spread out across the city for our annual 

Hands & Hearts service project. Our school 

calendar has been altered dramatically, but this 

is one event we have been able to keep on the 

schedule. Each year our faculty and students, 

joined by many parent volunteers, suspend the 

regular school day, pack our tools and head for 

a variety of destinations where we offer our 

service. Past years of service include the Salvation 

Army, the ARC of Central Virginia, Rush Homes, 

Lynchburg Grows, Parkview Community Mission, 

and many more.

For some organizations, the thought of being 

flooded by grammar or middle school students for 

most of a day can be daunting. Hosting that many 

children might seem to create more stress than it’s 

worth. New Covenant students have consistently 

changed people’s minds. It’s remarkable how much 

work can be done with so many hands pulling 

together. Moreover, we don’t just show up to work; 

your donations help us purchase materials like paint 

and mulch that we use on site, so that organizations 

do not incur costs as a result of our visit. In some 

cases we have been able to offer the school’s 

equipment, such as chain saws, floor buffers, 

or even a tractor, which would not be available 

otherwise. The overwhelming response to our 

effort is positive, and many organizations request 

that we return each year.

by John Heaton, Headmaster

continued on p. 4

What’s New?
New Covenant will be 

collecting food and toiletry 

items for use at the Salvation 

Army during our Hands 

& Hearts event. Please 

consider donating the 

following items for our use. 

• Peanut butter

• Macaroni & Cheese

• Pasta

• Ravioli – canned

• Canned meat – tuna, 

chicken, salmon

• Corn

• Green Beans

• Cereal – Kix, Chex, 

Cheerios, Fruit Loops, etc.

• Manual can openers

• Small bottles of shampoo, 

conditioner, hand lotion

• Small bars of soap

• Individual toothbrushes

• Toothpaste

Please bring your items to 

the collection site in the front 

lobby now through Tuesday, 

April 20. Everything donated 

will be taken to the Salvation 

Army and processed by our 

students during Hands & 

Hearts. It will be well used by 

those in our community.

HANDS & HEARTS FOOD DRIVE 
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H O N O R A R I A
JENNA NG IS THE 2021 ROANOKE TIMES 
DISTRICT SPELLING BEE CHAMPION! 

STUDENTS COMPLETE THE SENIOR THESIS PROJECT 
by John Heaton & Jeremiah Forshey

Jenna Ng advanced to the Scripps National Spelling Bee by winning 

the Roanoke Times District competition last weekend. This is 

an achievement of outstanding discipline and knowledge. Jenna 

said of her four-year experience with the Scripps National Spelling 

Bee, “It has helped me develop in so many areas: diligence, setting 

goals, and, of course, writing. It has increased my vocabulary and 

further nurtured my love of words.” Jenna admits there were many 

quotations from people whom she admired which helped her press on 

in her spelling bee endeavors, but the one on which she most relied 

was Matthew 5: 16, “Let your light so shine before men, that they may 

see your good works and glorify your Father in heaven.”

God bless Jenna as she represents NCS at the 2021 Scripps National 

Spelling Bee!

Jenna Ng spells the winning word at the 
NCS Spelling Bee in February to advance 
to the next level of competition.

Each spring our seniors complete the 

capstone project which has occupied 

them since the end of their junior year at 

New Covenant. The senior thesis project 

comes to conclusion with a final draft and 

a public presentation and defense. This is 

a project unique to New Covenant, and 

requires a student to bring to bear all of 

the skills learned during the School of 

Rhetoric career. Just before our spring 

break, each of our seniors successfully 

defended their papers. 

This is a major accomplishment, and we 

urge parents and students alike to take 

stock of it. Our students expanded their 

knowledge about a topic of interest, 

wrote a substantial argumentative 

research paper, and stood in front of a 

room of people for a whole hour both to 

advance and defend their ideas. This is 

an achievement of which few high school 

students can boast. We are extremely 

proud of their efforts.

Every student who accomplishes this 

challenging task deserves high accolades. 

The faculty wishes to recognize those 

students whose work was superior 

throughout the entire senior thesis 

project, including their presentations and 

defenses. Selected students are given a 

“Pass with Honors” distinction, an honor 

unique to senior thesis. It will be marked 

on the thesis certificate students receive 

at graduation, but it does not affect a 

student’s GPA or academic honors at 

graduation. Students can receive the 

distinction “Pass with Honors” if they 

meet all the following criteria: 1) the 

student’s final draft was especially 

thorough, knowledgeable, persuasive, 

and well-written. It properly perceived 

and addressed the enduring questions 

behind its claim and sought not merely 

persuasion, but wisdom; 2) the student’s 

presentation and defense exceeded 

expectations in several categories; and 

3) the student’s attitude and work ethic 

were exemplary throughout the senior 

thesis process.

In the 2020-2021 school year, the 

following students earned the distinction 

“Pass with Honors:” Hannah Craven, 

Stone Clark, Tessa Hackenbracht, 

Elizabeth Kittrell, Elizabeth Olmsted, 

Phoebe Prillaman, and Ann Claire Terrell.
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S C H O O L  O F  R H E T O R I CE V E R Y O N E

HANDS & HEARTS 

Our annual Hands & Hearts event will be 

held next Wednesday, April 21. Please 

be on the lookout for announcements 

regarding this event. 

PROGRESS REPORTS 

Parents will receive an email with a link 

to view student progress reports on 

Wednesday, April 28.

GENERATIONS DAY 

Although Generations Day has been 

cancelled, we will still hold our planned 

schoolwide dismissal of 11:30am on 

Friday, April 30.

COMMUNITY REWARDS 

Did you know you can easily earn money 

for New Covenant by linking your 

Kroger plus card to our school? Between 

December 1 and February 28 many of 

you (88 households total) participated 

in Kroger’s community rewards program 

bringing in a total of $618.87! If you 

haven’t already done so, please consider 

signing into your Kroger plus account and 

link your rewards card to New Covenant 

Schools. Our organization number is 

X901. Thank you for participating!

MAY LUNCH ORDERING 

Lunch ordering for May is now open and 

runs through Friday, April 23. Please 

log in to your RenWeb account to place 

your orders before the deadline. In May, 

seniors and SoR students have early 

dismissal on several days due to exams. 

Remember not to order on those days or 

if your child’s class is away for a field trip. 

Alternately, you may notify the school 

by 9:00am on a day your child will be 

absent and your Prepay Lunch Account 

will be credited for the cost of your 

lunch order. Please direct any questions 

to Debbie Williamson at dwilliamson@

newcovenantschools.org.

JOB OPENING 

The Administrative Assistant to the 

Academic Dean is a support position 

for the SoR Academic Dean, Guidance 

Office, SoR Faculty and Student body. 

This staff member, while being readily 

available to the Academic Dean, also 

reports to the Office Manager regarding 

hours and workflow with the rest of the 

Administrative Staff. Hours are 30-35 per 

week, requiring some flexibility during 

certain events. If you are interested in 

applying for this position, stop by the front 

desk for an application.

GENERATIONS DAY CANCELLED, 
ALTERNATE EVENT

With Generations Day unfortunately 

cancelled and a short day already on the 

calendar, the House Council is planning a 

replacement event for School of Rhetoric 

students: A Morning at the Park. On 

Friday, April 30th, SoR students are to be 

dropped off between 7:30 and 8:00am 

at the tennis courts at Peaks View Park 

(use the Wiggington Road entrance). A 

variety of sports and games—frisbee golf, 

tennis, soccer, kickball, ultimate frisbee—

are being planned, and snacks will be 

provided. Students are to be picked up 

from the tennis courts between 11:30 and 

11:50am. Email Mr. Forshey (jforshey@

newcovenantschools.org) with questions.

SoR END-OF-YEAR PICNIC

On Wednesday, May 26, SoR students 

will gather at 12:15pm on Pat’s Pavillion 

for a picnic lunch (food provided by the 

school), followed by book return and 

locker clean out. An end-of-year award 

ceremony will follow and take us through 

to the end of the day. Details to follow.

FUNDRAISING REPORT
 GOAL PREVIOUSLY THIS WEEK

Annual Fund  $30,000  $65,416  $73,931

General Scholarship  $10,000  $14,958  $15,994

Foundation  $200,000 Pledged  $469,000 

Received  $423,537

 $469,000

 $423,537

Hands&Hearts  $40,000  $27,305

Thank you to all who have 
generously given to New 
Covenant Schools. Donations 
are always accepted 
through cash, check, stock 
transfers, IRA distributions, 
or gifts-in-kind. All gifts 
are tax-deductible to the 
extent that the law provides. 
Contact Dayna Renalds in 
the Development Office for 
more information. 
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BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Class of 2021 • Mike Lovell • Kristin 

Durand • Class of 2022 • Dr. Tim 

Brophy • Bob Price • Leslie Moeller • 

Dan Vollmer • Amy Bonebright • Class 

of 2023 • Kristin Hampton • Darryl 

Whitesell • Nancy Hall • Sam Mizener 

• Tom Rogers • Anne Scruggs

EX OFFICIO

Rev’d John Heaton
 

OUR MISSION

New Covenant Schools is an  

educational community serving 

families of Central Virginia, providing 

an exceptional education in a classical 

curriculum within the framework of 

historic Christianity, furnishing the 

student with the tools of education  

and the inspiration to be a  

lifelong learner.

COVID mitigations have challenged 

our project this year, requiring diligence 

to line up more projects as we divide 

students in to smaller—and therefore 

additional—groups. We will also rely 

more heavily on parents to transport 

than in past years. Nevertheless, we’ve 

succeeded in planning a meaningful day 

of service, with teachers, students and 

parents working side by side. This year 

we will return to the Salvation Army, 

Rush Homes, The ARC of Central Virginia, 

Watermarks Camp, Camp Kum-Ba-Yah, 

Park View Community Mission, Lynchburg 

First Church of the Nazarene Food Pantry, 

and Patrick Henry Family Services. 

We appreciate all of our volunteers 

for their help in making this year’s Hands 

& Hearts effort a service project that will 

make a difference to those who serve 

our community. 

continued from p. 1

THANK YOU FOR SUPPORTING OUR  
SCHOOL LIBRARY! 
Thank you to our wonderful school community 

for taking part in the Givens-Little 

Dickens Rebate Program. This year we 

received a voucher for $200, which 

we used to purchase these beautiful 

books. Here’s how it works: 3% of 

your pre-tax purchase total is given 

as a credit to New Covenant Schools 

at the time of purchase when NCS is 

mentioned at checkout. 

STUDY ABROAD

For ten years New Covenant has 

offered students opportunities to 

travel as a part of their studies. There 

are four educational excursions open to 

students in grades 9-12 in four different 

disciplines. Students complete classwork 

for a semester and then travel to the 

area of study. For example, our students 

may choose to study ancient history with 

a trip that takes them to Rome and the 

surrounding area. A second trip, “Tale of 

Two Cities,” explores Paris and London 

after appropriate classwork. A third 

opportunity is offered in marine biology, a 

course that not only acquaints the student 

with ocean science, but also certifies 

them as divers. 

The trip then 

will take them 

to Cancun or the Bahamas for a week of 

diving. The final trip is missions-oriented 

and allows the students to serve an 

impoverished area of Nogales, Mexico. 

This year a total of 14 students have 

enrolled in marine biology. They 

experienced their first pool dives on 

Saturday, which will continue into May. 

Once certified they will head to the 

Bahamas where they will occupy a boat 

for a full week of diving. Joe LaMagna, 

a certified dive instructor, teaches the 

course and leads the trip. Another 10 

students will join the school Chaplain, 

Davidson Morse, and head for Mexico this 

July. They will serve the residents of the 

neighborhood in various work projects. 

The unique feature of this ministry is 

the rhythm of meals, worship, and work 

throughout the day. Students are asked 

to leave their phones packed away in 

order to fully enter into the ministry 

without distraction. 

For more information about participating 

in the study abroad program, contact the 

Guidance Office.



HONORS FOR 3RD QUARTER 2020-2021
SCHOOLS OF RHETORIC AND DIALECTIC

THE HEADMASTER’S LIST

Summa cum laude

Titus Brenning, 12 Hannah Craven, 12  Tessa Hackenbracht, 12  Elizabeth Kittrell, 12

Elizabeth Olmsted, 12 Phoebe Prillaman, 12  Ann Claire Terrell, 12  Rylee Ames, 11 

Makenzy Bates, 11 Gioia Calabretta, 11  Madeline Duncan, 11 Dalton Foster, 11

Saige Knapton, 11  Brie Olson, 11  Ellie Walker, 11 Jael Brenning, 10

Lydia Craven, 10 Jenna Hackenbracht, 10 Victoria Johnson, 10 Hannah LaGrone, 10

Kaden Newsome, 10 Waylon Spiva, 10  Alina Cai, 9  Noah Caldwell, 9

Nicole Clark, 9 Adora Hampton, 9 Ally Horne, 9 Saria Hostetler, 9

Olivia Kidd, 9 Caleb McCormick, 9 Mary Glenn Morse, 9 Virginia Morse, 9

Andrew Rogers, 9 Charlotte Seay, 9 Brielle Walker, 9  Ava Zealand, 9

THE DEAN’S LIST

Magna cum laude

Stone Clark, 12 Brandon Hostetler, 12 Konner Johnson, 12 Christopher Matney, 12

Janna Renalds, 12 Natalie Rogers, 12 Anna Burton, 11 Michael Marotta, 11

Skylar McCurley, 11 Sophie Redmond, 11 Josie Scruggs, 11 Rebekah Bryant, 10 

Nate Kirshberger, 10 Will Kittrell, 10 Jackson Taylor, 10  Jude Vollmer, 10

Claire Copenhaver, 9 Diego Leal, 9 Bella Trevey, 9 Sarah Robert, 9

      

Cum laude

Ellen Anne Deneen, 12 David Keenan, 12  Emilee Newsome, 12 Virginia Robert, 12

Sophia Rucker, 12  Izabel Zealand, 12 Owen Helm, 11 William Rooney, 11

Elise Uminn, 11 Van Curran, 10  Helene Kimlick, 10  Elizabeth Matney, 10

Jonathan Matney, 10  Abigail Place, 10 Micah Cortez, 9 Emie Freerksen, 9

Luke Libbey, 9 Abby Rose, 9 Daniel VanVoorhis, 9

   

MIDDLE SCHOOL

Summa cum laude

John Brophy, 8 James Brophy, 8  Corey Hackenbracht, 8 Cora Helm, 8 

Jenna Ng, 8  David Tolle, 8  Brey Welch, 8  Melia Leitner, 8 

Graden Bolton, 7

Magna cum laude

James Deyo, 8 Ellie Jacobs, 8 Noah McCormick, 8 Reese Murphy, 8

Mary Kate Place, 8 Declund Stevenson, 8 Jocelyn Walker, 8  Luke Cordes, 7

Cum laude

Serah Montgomery Jones, 8 Ella Dudley, 7 Andre Frenchik, 7 Olivia Hostetler, 7

Alicia Kenny, 7


