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Middle schoolers enjoy a 
spring afternoon tuning 
up in the courtyard. 
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Years ago a consultant I respected warned me 

that schools of the 21st century would be 

dominated by virtual learning. The direct take-

away was that my classical school had better pay 

attention and get in the tech game because brick 

and mortar schools would likely become very 

expensive dinosaurs. There is a case to be made for 

“targeted tech,” but my gut suggested that he was 

overstating the case.

We have now had a months-long experiment 

in virtual learning, and the benefit of some early 

research by the Educational Records Bureau (ERB). 

The tests developed by ERB are leading standards 

in independent schools, and for years these tests 

have been proctored to our students. What follows 

is a summary of outcomes aggregated by ERB 

through the fall of 2020 from a sample of over 

250,000 students from 1,000 schools. We should 

note that the conclusions, while alarming, only 

track students through the fall of 2020. They do not 

show the complete picture which has remained in 

place through the present term.

Finding #1: The rate of student learning in math, 
reading comprehension and writing fell 30% in 2020. 
Another way to say this is that the “momentum” 

of learning was only 70% of that in the two pre-

pandemic years. The rate of learning growth in 

verbal reasoning and quantitative reasoning was 

by John Heaton, Headmaster

continued on p. 4

HANDS & HEARTS PRIZE LIST ADDITIONSWhat’s New?
New items have been added to the Hands & Hearts prize list! Please add the 

following items to the original list given to your student. 

• Two tickets to the Creation Museum & Ark Encounter in Cincinnati, OH

• Four VIP passes to Seaquest in River Ridge Mall 

• Four annual passports to Seaquest in River Ridge Mall

• Two day passes to the U.S. National Whitewater Center in Charlotte, NC 

• 500-piece enormous art case (two of these) 

This is a total of six new prizes!
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H O N O R A R I A
SOR HOUSES STAGE OSCARS NIGHT

NCS TRACK & FIELD RESULTS

On Saturday evening our students 

in the School of Rhetoric staged 

their first social event of this pandemic 

year. Having missed the fall dance and 

the annual cotillion, the House Council 

had an idea for student fun that could 

be held by cohort. Their efforts came to 

fruition in the first-ever Oscars Night at 

New Covenant.

Last week the student schedules were 

altered, providing a half day for each 

of the Houses to write and produce 

short films. All the movies were shot on 

campus in various locations. The students 

not only produced and acted in them, 

but they also edited them, some quite 

cleverly. On Saturday night, the students 

gathered in the Moomaw Gym, which 

had been transformed for the big reveal. 

After a spaghetti dinner, the Junior 

Ring Ceremony—normally a cotillion 

event—was held and our rising seniors 

were recognized.

The big program, however, was watching 

the films. There were eight entries 

featuring aspects of New Covenant 

student life and imagination. The faculty 

even entered a film. After the showing, 

ballots were distributed and the students 

voted for awards in various categories, 

including best picture, best (and worst) 

actor, and best editing. 

We appreciate the parents of our high 

school students who helped make this 

evening safe and fun for all.

Best Actor—Elijah Higey, runner-up 
Dylan Abaidoo, for their roles in “New 
Covenant Dance Stereotypes” and “Don’t 
Drink Water” 

Worst Actor—Will Kittrell, runner-up 
Jude Vollmer, for their roles in “4 Square”

Best Smile—Chris Matney, runner-up 
Ann Claire Terrell for their roles in “In 
Medias Res”

Funniest Video—Faculty, “A Day in the Life 
of an NCS Student”; runner-up 10th grade, 
“New Covenant Dance Stereotypes” and 
“Don’t Drink Water”

Best Film Editing—Van Curran for the 
10th grade’s “New Covenant Dance 
Stereotypes” and “Don’t Drink Water”

Best Film Overall—10th grade, “New 
Covenant Dance Stereotypes” and “Don’t 
Drink Water”

Best Costume—tie: Mr. Deneen in “A Day in 
the Life of an NCS Student”, Dalton Foster 
in “The Office”

NCS rising seniors ready for 
leading role as Class of 2022.

New Covenant’s Track & Field ladies placed second and men placed fifth at the  

Hargrave Invitational this weekend. 

HIGHLIGHTS

• Makenzy Bates won the Women’s Discus with a career-high throw of 72 ft.

• Emilee Newsome won the Shot Put, throwing 25 ft. 10 in.

• Gabrielle Olson won the 200-Meter Dash

• Thad Heaton placed second in the 400-Meter Dash
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E V E R Y O N E

REPORT CARDS 

Parents will receive an email with a link 

to view student report cards on Friday, 

March 26.

SPRING BREAK 

This year’s Spring Break and Easter Break 

will run together from March 29 – April 5. 

Students return on Tuesday, April 6.

HANDS & HEARTS 

Don’t forget to complete your Hands & 

Hearts sponsorship packets and have 

them returned to the office by this 

Wednesday, March 24. If you would like 

your business logo to be included on the 

back of the Hands & Hearts t-shirt, please 

contact Dayna Renalds for information 

drenalds@newcovenantschools.org.

RENWEB STUDENT UPDATE 

Last week you received an email with 

instructions to update your student’s 

information in RenWeb, as well as to 

select a billing plan for next school year. 

Please read the email and follow the 

directions to complete the online packet. 

If you have any questions call or email 

Linda Simon at 434-847-8313 or lsimon@

newcovenantschools.org.

WIZARD OF OZ VIDEO

Wizard of Oz performance videos are now 

available on a flashdrive for $10. Contact 

the office at 434-847-8313 or ncsoffice@

newcovenantschools.org.

ACHIEVEMENT TESTING IN A PANDEMIC YEAR: A SUMMARY OF CTP-5 RESULTS 
by Marion Patterson, Principal

Early this year, New Covenant students in grades 2 

through 9 completed the Fall 2020 administration 

of the Comprehensive Test Program–5, published by the 

Educational Records Bureau (ERB). This test is a good 

match for our curriculum and approach to education, and 

it is long and thorough enough to yield reliable results. It 

also gives us what other standardized tests do not: the 

ability to compare our students’ achievement with that of 

students in other independent schools. 

Interest is high nationwide in the effects that pandemic 

closures, quarantines and shifts to online education have 

had on student learning. To find out how independent 

school students fared, the ERB examined scores for 

students all over the country who had taken CTP-5 

both before and after the pandemic closures and shifts 

to online education. They found that learning growth 

was slowed 30% in Math, Reading Comprehension, and 

Writing Concepts and Skills. In addition, they noted that 

growth in Verbal and Mathematical Reasoning—the 

application of knowledge—was slowed by 50%.

Each year, the scores of New Covenant Schools students 

generally match those of Independent School students 

nationwide taking this test. As you look at your child’s 

individual test scores later this week, you may expect 

some change, as predicted by ERB’s study; however, as 

we compared last year’s performance at each level with 

the performance of the same class a year before, we did 

not note large shifts in the rate of learning. Although we 

have not done an extensive study comparable to that of 

ERB’s, our data show that some class scores are higher 

than last year’s, some are stable, and some are lower.

No clear pattern of delays in learning emerges across 

this information. Because these observations are based 

only on whole-class data, and because our classes do not 

contain the exact same students they contained a year 

ago, they may not match with what you find in your own 

child’s scores. We hope you will make use of the Parent 

Information that accompanies the test scores. Please 

call us if you would like to review your child’s scores in 

greater depth.

Third graders once again enjoying 
a lunch time in Moomaw.



44

Quid Novi 
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Class of 2021 • Mike Lovell • Kristin 

Durand • Class of 2022 • Dr. Tim 

Brophy • Bob Price • Leslie Moeller • 

Dan Vollmer • Amy Bonebright • Class 

of 2023 • Kristin Hampton • Darryl 

Whitesell • Nancy Hall • Sam Mizener 

• Tom Rogers • Anne Scruggs

EX OFFICIO

Rev’d John Heaton
 

OUR MISSION

New Covenant Schools is an  

educational community serving 

families of Central Virginia, providing 

an exceptional education in a classical 

curriculum within the framework of 

historic Christianity, furnishing the 

student with the tools of education  

and the inspiration to be a  

lifelong learner.

even worse, falling by 50%. “Reasoning 

skills are built over time, by acquiring deep 

understanding that allows them to make 

inferences about problems they have not 

yet encountered.” It is not just about what 

students know, but their ability to apply 

knowledge or reason to things they don’t 

know. This kind of knowledge grows more 

readily through classroom contact with 

teachers than through online programs.

Finding #2: Virtual learning negatively 
impacts different groups of students. If we 

examine the data by dividing students into 

low-, middle- and high-performing, we 

find that low-performing students show 

the greatest overall gains in pre-pandemic 

years. There are many factors that 

affect this, including student growth and 

maturity, and this norm is not surprising. 

What is surprising is that, in the spring 

and fall of 2020, the pattern of growth 

changed significantly, with students in the 

lowest category falling by 50%. Those in 

the middle- or high-performing sectors 

declined, but not nearly as much. In other 

words, the bottom 25% of scorers was 

most disadvantaged by being online. 

These are students in private schools who 

have access to computers and internet 

technology and the decline is not linked 

to “tech deserts.” It is a direct negative 

impact of the lack of an in-person teacher.

Finding #3: Learning growth in verbal 
and quantitative reasoning skills was 
disrupted disproportionately, and girls fared 
better than boys. The ERB test, unlike the 

Stanford or California achievement tests, 

measures the verbal and quantitative 

skills mentioned above, which is one of its 

celebrated strengths. (This aspect of the 

test makes useful distinctions between 

students at New Covenant not measured 

by other tests we have used in the past.) 

The ERB data on this metric is disturbing. 

Students in the bottom quartile again 

fell in their rate of learning by 50%. On 

the other hand, stronger students made 

greater gains than either of the two other 

groups—still below normal—but enough 

to suggest what we might have suspected: 

weaker students fail to progress in 

these areas, while the stronger students 

progress, though at a slower rate. The gap 

between these two sets widens. These 

data indicate that stronger students 

seem not to rely as much on teacher 

interaction for development reasoning 

and problem-solving.

A related finding pertains to learning 

by gender. While lower-achieving students 

fare worse in a virtual environment, boys 

are adversely affected more than girls. 

On the other hand, among high-achieving 

girls (not middle- or low-), learning gains 

in verbal and quantitative reasoning 

were actually greater in the virtual 

environment in the pandemic terms over 

previous years.

The data from the ERB to date shows 

what we already suspected. Online and 

hybrid learning environments result in 

lower learning outcomes across the board, 

and especially in verbal and quantitative 

reasoning. The effect is noteworthy for 

high- and middle-achieving students, and 

significant for lower-achieving students, 

especially boys. 

How do New Covenant students rate 

in this study? Having just completed our 

ERB testing in January 2021, our data is 

consistent with these findings, though not 

to the same degree. See the companion 

article from Marion Patterson (pg. 3) for a 

summary of findings from New Covenant.

continued from p. 1


