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Student finalists from the 2004 poetry recital. (L-R, John Reeve, Grayson 
Renalds, Jake Ingersoll, Connor Burch, Alex LaMagna, Chloe Heaton)
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I’ve long made it my business to know the name 
of every student at New Covenant. It takes a 
while, but after a few months I get all the new 

kindergarten children. Sometimes I have a “senior” 
moment and forget the first name of a child I’ve 
known for years. Now, with masks, I’ve taken to 
memorizing eyes and foreheads. 

Truth be told, I not only know the names of 
all students, but I know the names of about half 
their pets. Granted that takes a little longer, but 
eventually, I get there. 

How does that happen? For more than ten 
years on the first Friday in October, we hold a grand 
event called the “Blessing of the Animals.” If you’re 
new to the school, you’re in for a real surprise. The 

short story is that students in grammar and middle 
school bring their pets (and other barnyard critters) 
to school in the afternoon. Actually, moms and dads 
do the bringing part, but we all gather in one of the 
courtyards for the great time of sharing pets and 
blessing the animals. And we’ve had a bunch over 
the years with more than a few golden retrievers 
and nervous cats, to lizards and snakes, birds and 
fish, and even a few farm animals from chickens to 
ducks to ponies.

So what’s going on? The longer story – and 
it’s really long – goes back to St. Francis of Assisi, 
who is remembered on October 4 each year. He 
lived from 1181 to 1226, a very long time ago, 
and was the founder of the Franciscan Order 

CARING FOR GOD’S CREATURES by John Heaton, Headmaster

continued on p. 4

What’s New? DAVID ADAMS MEMORIAL WINDOW INSTALLED

Last week a new stained-glass 

window was installed in the 

chapel’s west wall. The window 

features St. Matthew and is one 

of 12 windows planned for each 

of the apostles. This window 

was commissioned last winter 

with gifts donated in memory of 

our dear friend, David Adams, 

who died on January 12, 2020. 

His wife, Andrea, is the Office 

Manager and Assistant to 

the Headmaster. David and 

Andrea have two children 

who graduated from New 

Covenant Schools (Sydney-17, 

Nicolas-19). Both are currently 

attending Virginia Tech. 

David was not only a parent 

at New Covenant, he also 

served faithfully on the Board 

of Directors. The Apostles’ 

Windows are reserved for 

memorial gifts at the request 

of families who have served the 

New Covenant Community.  
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H O N O R A R I A

Senior Virginia Robert is the recipient of the faculty and staff nomination for 

the National Society Daughters of the American Revolution (DAR) Good 

Citizenship Award, a distinction of honor for her record of dependability, service, 

leadership, and patriotism. Virginia has chosen to participate in the accompanying 

essay contest, which includes the potential of a $5,000 merit scholarship. This 

contest is quite competitive. Virginia will be required to write an essay on a topic 

which is given to her in a sealed envelope. She must complete her essay within two 

hours of being given the topic and without any reference materials or assistance. 

Virginia’s essay will be judged by independent judges and could advance to the 

state and national levels of judging. Congratulations, Virginia! We wish you the 

best in this essay competition. 

VIRGINIA ROBERT 
NOMINATED FOR DAR 
GOOD CITIZENSHIP 
AWARD 

25 YEARS OF POETRY RECITAL TRADITION AT NCS

Virginia
Robert

by Gail Mitchell

The poetry recital at New Covenant 

goes back 25 years. When I first came 

to the school in 1995 to teach literature 

classes, I was told that the previous year 

they had all the children recite poetry 

at an evening event that was haphazard 

and very long. Could I organize a recital 

that was neither of these things? I love 

poetry and I also love to organize things, 

so naturally I said, “Yes!” The rest, as they 

say, is history, and the poetry recital has 

now reached the level of “tradition” at 

New Covenant.

First, we decided to have classroom 

recitations for all students with two 

winning reciters from each class 

advancing to perform in the evening 

program. The winners there won a small 

trophy the first few years, but we soon 

switched to our beautiful engraved 

Jefferson cups. I developed a simple score 

sheet that we have used ever since with 

little change. 

The most time-consuming task was to 

collect and somehow “grade” the poems 

in order that we could be sure students 

were memorizing good poetry instead 

of commercial jingles and so the poems 

recited were equal in level of difficulty.  

Over the years (each summer usually) I 

find, score and add more poems worthy 

of our recital so that we now have over 

3000 poems ready for students to claim 

for their own. 

In the early years, when we had single 

sections of each grade, we had just one 

recital for the entire school. I loved those 

recitals because you got a true sense of 

the progression of the students from 

kindergarten to senior year, and the 

students had a view of school community 

that is more difficult to achieve now. As 

the school grew, that needed to change 

first to two recitals (K-6 and 7-12), then 

to one each for Grammar, Dialectic, and 

Rhetoric. That is even better, though, 

because now I get to attend three recitals 

instead of one! 

I still see the amazing progression of 

students from kindergarten to senior 

year, and I definitely rejoice in the 

sense of school community that the 

poetry recitals promote.

Poetry recitals bring out creativity, 
drama and great literature.
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END OF QUARTER 

The School of Rhetoric will have block 

exams on Tuesday, October 13. This 

marks the end of the 1st quarter for them 

with a 12:15pm dismissal time.

DC TRIP

The DC Trip is postponed and school will 

be in session on October 14-15 with a 

NOON dismissal on October 15.

BLESSING OF THE ANIMALS 

This annual event will be held on Friday, 

October 2 for students PreK - grade 

8. Parents may bring leashed or caged 

animals to designated areas and there 

is no need to come inside the building. 

Simply meet your student in the front 

circle according to the following schedule. 

1:45 – 2:10 pm  3rd and 4th grade

2:10 – 2:35 pm  K, 1st, and 2nd grade

2:35 – 3:00 pm 5th, 6th, 7th, and 

8th grade

Students are free to leave campus with 

parents upon completion of your assigned 

time. Please notify the teacher that you 

will be departing and have your student 

bring personal belongings when initially 

leaving the classroom. Be mindful of social 

distancing throughout this event, and be 

aware of traffic that may be entering and 

exiting our campus. 

GRAMMAR SCHOOL POETRY RECITAL 

Our grammar school poetry finalists 

will present their poems tomorrow, 

September 29 at 6:30pm. You are invited 

to join us in the Moomaw Gym for this 

delightful presentation of poetry. You do 

not need to sign up to attend.

LOST AND FOUND

Lost items from around campus are 

placed in boxes in the corner of the 

Moomaw Gym. These boxes are currently 

overflowing! If your student is missing an 

item or two, please check these boxes to 

see if anything belongs to you. As always, 

the boxes will be purged at the end of the 

quarter (October 15).

WEEKLY TOUR INFO 

Weekly classroom tours are 

offered each Thursday morning 

at 9:15am. Potential families and 

students may contact Linda Simon at 

lsimon@newcovenantschools.org to 

reserve a spot.  

MONEY-SAVING FINANCIAL STRATEGIES 

Join us for coffee and doughnuts each 

Wednesday in October at 7:30am to hear 

from Headmaster Heaton and Director 

of Development Dayna Renalds on how 

to save money by routing it through the 

Virginia 529 Savings Plan or gifting to 

the Scholarship Tax Credit Improvement 

Program. Be watching your email for an 

invitation through SignUpGenius.

FALL BREAK 

This year’s fall break will begin at NOON 

on Thursday, October 15 and goes 

through Monday, October 19. Students 

return on Tuesday, October 20. 

HELP NEEDED: VOLUNTEER

TRAFFIC DIRECTORS

You’ve probably seen our Headmaster 

directing traffic in the afternoon pick-

up line. This year with so many cars 

and fewer carpools, getting the traffic 

off Fleetwood Drive is of particular 

importance. New Covenant is looking 

for brave volunteers who might assist 

with this task. It requires an organized, 

assertive individual who can direct traffic 

in four directions. It only takes a few 

minutes from 2:50 pm to about 3:15 pm. 

We would be pleased to enlist a number 

of individuals who could take turns at the 

job on various days. Training would be 

provided. Naomi Hostetler, our Director 

of Parent Relations, can put you on a 

schedule. Interested? Contact Naomi at 

nhostetler@newcovenantschools.org.
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BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Class of 2021 • Mike Lovell • Kristin 

Durand • Class of 2022 • Dr. Tim 

Brophy • Bob Price • Leslie Moeller • 

Dan Vollmer • Amy Bonebright • Class 

of 2023 • Kristin Hampton • Darryl 

Whitesell • Nancy Hall • Sam Mizener 

• Tom Rogers • Anne Scruggs

EX OFFICIO

Rev’d John Heaton
 

OUR MISSION

New Covenant Schools is an  

educational community serving 

families of Central Virginia, providing 

an exceptional education in a classical 

curriculum within the framework of 

historic Christianity, furnishing the 

student with the tools of education  

and the inspiration to be a  

lifelong learner.

Blessing of the Animals 
follows the example of 
St. Francis of Assisi— 
statue pictured above in 
the Gryphon Garden.

of Monks. He wasn’t always religious, 
however. The son of a very wealthy man, 
Francis spent his young adulthood as the 
rich kid who was handsome and witty, 
and who spent money lavishly. Francis 
became disillusioned with the world that 
surrounded him and, through a series of 
trials (not the least of which was suffering 
as a prisoner of war, during which an 
illness caused him to re-evaluate his life), 
he began to seek spiritual enlightenment.

In the first 25 years of the 13th 
century, Francis was converted and 
worked to preach the Gospel as far as 
he could take it. Many legends surround 
his success in this endeavor, and the 
ones we are familiar with center on his 
oneness with nature, spawned by the poor 
reception he often received from people. 
Thus, he would “preach” to the birds, and 
came to see nature as a mirror of God. 
Not surprisingly, he is the patron saint of 
animals and ecology. 

Which brings us back to the Blessing 
of the Animals. Whether or not the 
legends are true makes little difference 
now. We use the Feast of St. Francis 
in chapels and elsewhere to teach our 
students that the Gospel is not just about 
saving souls, but it is about our care for 
the lower creatures and ultimately for 
our environment. Christians above all 
should be thoughtful about real ecological 
solutions to the problems of waste, 
pollution and the throw-away culture that 
we have developed the last 100 years 
since the invention of plastic. 

The Blessing of the Animals is a very 
fun way to remember St. Francis and to 
enjoy the fellowship of our pets early each 
fall. It’s a good way for me to learn the 
names of children and their animals! Even 
with our current mitigations in place we 
are determined to continue this tradition, 
so loved by our students. See today’s Et 
Cetera for details on how the event will 
take place. 


