
     veryone in our school community wants 
two things:  we desperately want our children 
to return to school; and we do not want our 
children to become sick or endangered in the 
process.  These are competing concerns, so let us 
address them both.

We all want and need our children in school.  
The consequences of not being with teachers 
in-person compromises your child’s progress, and 
will likely cause setbacks - possibly severe - going 
forward.  The younger the student, the worse the 
outcome with on-line schooling.   The longer we 
are out of school or on-line, the worse it gets.

Grammar school teachers, for example, may 
collect a dozen samples of work from every child 
in a normal day, providing feedback from which 
is essential their learning.  This is difficult when 
young students are on-line.

Middle school students have less daily work 
product exchanged, but do not function well in 

the virtual environment for long periods of time.  
Even in the high school where on-line learning 
works best, instructors and students quickly tire 
of Zoom and Loom, and face difficult obstacles 
that simply don’t exist in the classroom.  The 
time required to produce quality videos and to 
record extra lectures is overwhelming.  Much of 
our reading is done in community, and middle 
and high school students suffer from not being 
together, reading and discussing a given text 
as a group.  In short - and we have been clear 
from the start - every school including New 
Covenant has difficulty replicating the classroom 
at home.  Many pedagogies we employ in 
classical education, including group recitation, 
Shurley grammar, poetry recitations, The History 
Time-Line, etc. cannot be replicated in a virtual 
environment.  The same is true of course for 
group activities such as orchestra, band and 
choir.  
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Think.                    Learn.                   Love.                    Live.

Students performed 
James & the Giant 
Peach on Saturday

What’s New?
 The school will be hosting a used uniform sale on Tuesday, July 28 from 4-7pm. You are invited to bring your gently 
used uniform items to the Moomaw gymnasium to display and sell. You will be responsible for attending your items and 
handling your own cash box.  The school store will also be open at this time. 
 The school store will be open on August 13 from 11am-2pm.  The store will be offering used uniform items as well 
as new items that are only carried through New Covenant.  

Uniform Sales
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Observers from all perspectives agree that children need 

to be in school.  In addition to degraded student progress, 
parents rely upon the built-in childcare that school provides, 
and they face enormous financial and scheduling challenges 
when students are at home, especially if two parents are 
employed.

Sending our students back to school, however, appears to 
entail risk, and causes anxiety for parents.  You want to know 
that your child is safe, and that the school has taken steps 
to mitigate danger.  This summer I have spoken with many 
medical professionals, followed the emerging data, worked to 
develop best practices, and tried to cut through the “noise” of 
politically charged claims about the Covid-19. Here is some of 
what we know.  

PUBLIC AND PRIVATE HEALTH EXPERTS 
ADVOCATE RE-OPENING SCHOOLS.  
The Centers for Disease Control, the American Academy of 
Pediatrics and our Governor all agree that sending students 
to school is the right thing to do.  Each has provided Guidance 
for re-opening, sometimes conflicting, and frequently 
updated.  The AAP “strongly advocates”1 that we return to 
in-person instruction. The AAP says, “No child or adolescents 
should be excluded from school unless required in order to 
adhere to local public health mandates or because of unique 
medical needs.”2  The Guidance we have from these sources 
comes with wide latitude for adjustments for local context.

IT IS LIKELY THAT A STUDENT WILL TEST 
POSTIVE AT SOME POINT.
Let us be clear about this.  Covid-19 is contagious and may 
be floating about in aerosolized form.3  While the infection 
rate in Central Virginia is relatively low compared to other 
areas of the Commonwealth, we still may see members 
of our community, including students, infected at some 
point.  Remarkably, the data we have seen so far supports 
the counter intuitive possibility that young children do not 
transmit the virus easily.  Nevertheless, attending school 
involves an assumption of risk for infection on your part, but 
this is true whether they are in school or not.

THE DEATH RATE FOR CHILDREN WHO ARE 
INFECTED IS VERY LOW.
While we do not know everything we wish to know about 
Covid-19, we do know more than we did months ago.  We 
now have data on infection and mortality rates.  The data are 
beginning to show a trend.  According to The Lancet we have 
reason to believe that Covid-19 is “generally a mild disease in 
children...and a fatal outcome is rare.”4  In fact, the death rate 
in children is higher for seasonal influenza, and which causes 
time out of school for about 40% of our students in a given 
year.

Furthermore, we now know that the most vulnerable 
populations are older people, and those with co-morbidities.  
Thus, while I am concerned about our students, I am also 
concerned for our faculty and staff and students who may 
have special conditions.   While the average age of our staff 
falls within a category that statistically is resistant to the virus, 
there are some who are at higher risk.  (I am 57 which makes 
me one of the oldest in the building). Thus, our protocols will 
be drawn up with those factors in mind.

FIVE DAY IN-PERSON INSTRUCTION IS OUR 
GOAL. 

New Covenant is on track to return to school with full-
day instruction and full programming.  In doing so we will put 
protocols in place that are consistent with the Guidance we 
receive from the above sources.  These will be outlined in our 
Re-Opening Plan, which we will release on or before August 1.  

For now, I will address the difference in approach 
between the public and private schools.  The overwhelming 
majority of independent schools across the Commonwealth 
who are accredited by VAIS, are planning to open in-person 
five days per week.  Public schools in Central Virginia will 
return on a hybrid schedule of only two days per week 
supplemented with distance learning.  

A primary reason for the difference is that public school 
systems have much larger populations and class sizes, larger 
numbers of vulnerable staff, and they have adopted the most 
stringent reading of the Guidance offered.  Rigid adherence 
to six feet distancing of desks (36 sq ft bubble per student), 
for example, requires a classroom of over 1,000 sq ft to 
accommodate a class of 28 students.  No such classrooms 
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exist; thus, students must attend in-person in cohorts 
alternating with distance learning.

New Covenant, with smaller class sizes and a smaller 
overall population, will adopt creative use of space, 
segmentation of students into cohorts, limited group 
assemblies, mitigation of hallway congestion, and a host 
of hygiene protocols that will enable us to move forward 
consistent with the Guidance offered.  Our approach will 
likely be more restrictive to begin, with on-going changes as 
we evaluate our situation.  Our nursing staff is advising us, 
and our faculty will be in-serviced thoroughly before school 
begins.  I am confident that we can return to education 
successfully in the current conditions.   

We appreciate your patience and understanding as 
you await our plan in the coming days.  We know you have 
questions; we know you have opinions; and we understand 

that some of you may have anxiety about the future. I 
welcome your emails or phone call to discuss your questions 
or any particulars of your situation.  The school will be 
especially attentive to any parent who has a child with any 
identified co-morbidity or health condition of concern.  I look 
forward to more discussion when our Re-Opening Plan is 
released.
Notes:
1 https://services.aap.org/en/pages/2019-novel-coronavirus-covid-

19-infections/clinical-guidance/covid-19-planning-considerations-

return-to-in-person-education-in-schools/
2 ibid.
3 https://academic.oup.com/cid/article/doi/10.1093/cid/

ciaa939/5867798
4 https://www.thelancet.com/journals/lanchi/article/PIIS2352-

4642(20)30177-2/fulltext


