
      arlier this fall we surveyed the alumni         

      of New Covenant Schools.  Of the nearly 

300 graduates we could reach, 54 responded.   

Although this is the first time we have attempted 

a full survey, we think about our grads regularly 

and we pray for them in our daily Matins. More 

than a few have returned to the campus to share 

their experiences at the next level of life, both 

college and beyond, with our current students.  

Their journeys have been worth hearing.

This edition of Quid Novi is dedicated to 

alumni, but we offer a link below that will give our 

readers access to a presentation of the full results 

of our alumni survey.  Nothing has been added or 

deleted. We invite you to read through this as you 

have time. I think you will find it encouraging and 

interesting to hear from our grads in this manner. 

The first thing we noticed is how responsive 

they were!  A typical New Covenant graduate has 

strong communication skills, and they were on 

full display.  Typical surveys ask a few questions 

and respondents selectthe degree to which they 

agreed or disagreed with a statement, followed 

by an open-ended comment question. Our grads, 

cared enough to take the time to write in most of 

those comment spaces. For example, 48 out of 

54 of them wrote a responses that pertained to 

the school’s mission.  More than 50 responded to 

a question about the school’s uniqueness.  It was 

heartening to read over and over again that they 

valued they student-teacher relationship. This is 

a high priority for us, and we are grateful for the 

spirit of the New Covenant community, of which 

our grads will always be a part. They are what 
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You’re invited to join us for Homecoming 2020, Friday, January 10.  reconnect with alums, faculty, and 

staff at the Alumni reception anytime between 5:30 pm and 7:00 pm. We’ll meet you in the library. Also, 

don’t miss our men’s basketball games that evening in the Workman Field House as we take on eastern 

Mennonite High School. The excitement begins at 5:30 pm with the Junior Varsity men and continues at 

7:00 pm with the Varsity men’s team. We look forward to visiting with you at Homecoming, 2020.

Continued on page 4

PORTRAIT OF THE 
GRADUATE

A New Covenant 
Graduate:

- is prudent in speech 
and action.

- is a lover of truth, 
goodness and beauty.

- is eloquent with the 
written and spoken 
word.

- is intellectually 
vigorous, seeking to 
know God, self and the 
world.

- is generous and rich in 
good works.

- is spiritually strong, 
looking to God in faith, 
hope and love.

- encounters success 
with humility and 
failure with confidence.

Homecoming

january 10,

2020

Think.                     Learn.                    Love.                     L ive.
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A  L  U  M  N  I 

Luke Sharrett (2007), Currently working as a free-
lance photojournalist
Luke is living in Louisville, KY. His work continues to show up 
in the NY Times, WA Post, Wall St Journal, and bloomberg 
Financial News.  He has been involved in WW2 
reenactment, and is almost qualified as a 
reenactment paratrooper.  He will be jumping at 
the 75th anniversary of the Normandy Invasion 
in June, 2020.  “If I don’t jump, I will be taking 
photos!”

MartI deacon (2008)
Currently employed as a nurse
Marti is working as a Clinical Supervisor at Atrium 
Health in Charlotte, NC on a pancreatic and 
colorectal cancer floor. She is finishing up her 
master’s degree in Nursing Administration this 
spring, and also leading a small group bible Study 
at her church, Christ Covenant in Matthews.  She 
started leading a troop of Middle School girls with 
AHG which is a bit like the church version of Girl 
Scouts.

Laura Sharrett (2010)
Currently works on staff for RUF, the college 
ministry of the Presbyterian Church of America, at 
Emory University in Atlanta
She will be graduating May 18, 2020 with a 
Master’s in biblical Studies from reformed 
Theological Seminary, Atlanta.  Quite a lifetime learner! She 
wants “Heats” (Mr. Heaton) and McCurley to know that she 
rocked seminary Greek (and Hebrew).

FIona LeItch ShuLer (2011)
Currently lives in Kuwait with her husband, Nathan 
Fiona and her husband work for the Department of State, 
serving in the Foreign Service on their first assignment at the 
U.S. embassy in Kuwait. They are halfway through their two 
year assignment, and will be headed to Dubai in Fall of 2020 
for their second assignment. Fiona also owns her own event 
planning business (Fairwinds events) and takes this with her 
wherever she goes. They are active in their church community 
in Kuwait and lead a small group in their home, encouraging 

others to pray for the Arab world and Muslims to know Jesus.

tayLor thornBurG overoS (2012)
Currently working at Atlantis, Arlington, VA

Living in Falls Church, Virginia with her husband 
and cat, Taylor is working as the Internal 
Operations Manager at the international 
healthcare education company, Atlantis. She 
is enjoying living near Washington, DC and is a 
frequent visitor to its various museums and art 
galleries. In her current role as the Manager of 
Internal Operations at her company, she has been 
able to stay incredibly organized, work efficiently, 
communicate clearly, and consistently articulate 
her ideas to Senior Management and executive 
Director. She credits this ability to thrive in a 
fast-paced environment to her grounding at New 
Covenant.  “I didn’t need to major in business 
to jump into the business world, since I was 
taught how to think critically, learn very quickly, 
and communicate powerfully in many different 
environments. Thank you, New Covenant!”

WeSLey PrIce (2014) 
Currently working in Washington D.C. as a media 
analyst
After graduating from Christopher Newport 
University in 2018 with a bachelor’s degree in 
Communication Studies, Wesley began working 

full time at runk & Pratt as a Copywriter & Content Creator. 
In October, 2019, after five years of dating, he married his 
beautiful wife, rachel. They now live in the Washington, DC 
area where he works as a Media Analyst Account Manager 
for Publicrelay, a data analytics firm working with nationally 
recognized businesses and brands from around the world.

WILLIaM reeveS (2015) 
Currently attending Air Force Intelligence Officer School
Will graduated from VMI and has moved to San Angelo, Texas 
at the end of October to start the Air Force intelligence officer 
school at Goodfellow Air Force base.  Will is making lots of new 
friends and enjoying the unique Texas culture!

IN THEIR owN woRdS
Several alumni responded to our invitation to share with us their whereabouts. Every effort has been made to achieve accuracy. 

We welcome news from all our graduates.

Wesley(‘17) & rachel Price

Taylor Thornburg Overos ‘12

  “The thing we look back on most fondly was the relationships we developed with the other parents and also with the other students 
in the class.  Even today we remain close with the parents and boys from their class. We were involved with starting the first field day, 

the poetry cafe, water day and helped with many teacher luncheons,  NACA send off luncheon, worked lunches in the lunch room, 
attended games….and felt like part of the NCS family during our years at the school. “

- Lori Widmeyer, alumni parent of twins, Jonathan & Matthew, 2014
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Erin and Peter Joslyn send greetings from 

Amelia Island, FL.   Peter (‘02) served on 

the faculty at New 

Covenant from 2006-

2011.  He met erin at 

New Covenant as she 

taught from 2005-

2010! 

Since February 

of 2019, Peter has 

been serving at 

Holy Trinity Anglican 

Church in Fernandina beach, where he also 

has the privilege to work as the administrator 

of the parish school, Lindisfarne Hall, which 

is a classical, Christian school.   Peter and erin 

continue to teach through Memoria Press Online 

Academy.  The Joslyn family now includes: David 

emerson (8), Clare elizabeth (6), James Arthur 

(4), a.k.a. “Jimmy the Wudgeon King,” and little 

Isabel Monica (15 mo.).  

“While enjoying ‘the beach life,’ erin and I 

continue to think fondly of Virginia (where we 

had all four seasons!) and 

our time together as teachers 

at New Covenant.  We have 

enjoyed, even at a distance, 

hearing all the news as our 

former students have grown 

up into young men and 

women of distinction and 

faith.”

When not tirelessly 

laboring to bring order and happiness to her 

spirited brood (and husband), erin still enjoys 

the occasional nap and a stolen glance through 

the novels of Georgette Heyer.  Peter notes that 

he “slowly learns, from hard experience, what 

a Herculean effort John Heaton, Gail Mitchell, 

Nancy Sattler, and many others whom there 

is not time to name had to expend to get New 

Covenant “off the ground and going.”  

anna Gray oWenS vauGht (2015) 
Currently working as a Health 
and Physical Education teacher at 
Dunbar Middle School
Anna Gray is married and working 
full time as well as coaching 
the varsity head soccer team at 
Heritage High school. She and 
her husband, TJ, live in Forest and 
enjoy working out and watching 
sports in their free time.

auBrey Sneed (2017)
Currently in the Disney College 
Program
Aubrey is engaged in a work study 
program where she takes classes 
from Disney as well as online 
college classes. The classes offered 
at Disney have been some of 
her favorites: “How to Deal with 
Difficult People the Disney Way” 
as well as the “History of Walt 
Disney.”  This Fall she will be a part 
of the Disney Aspire Program. This 
is a new program offered to Florida 
residents and Disney employees. 
This program pays for her to attend 

the University of Central Florida.  Disney Aspire 
will allow her to receive both her 
undergraduate degree as well as 
any graduate degrees she would 
like to pursue. She is a Floridian 
and really loving her plan. She was 
chosen to be a part of the first crew 
of the Star Wars Area at Hollywood 
Studios and when she is “Off 
Planet” she is attending the Disney 
College Program.

aaron evanS (2017) 
Currently a junior at Virginia Tech 
majoring in Electrical Engineering
Aaron is planning to specialize in 
power systems engineering and 
graduate in June, 2021. He has 
been to Haiti on a mission trip five 
times over the past several years 
through his church, West Lynchburg 
baptist. He spends the week in 
Haiti teaching at Source of Light 
orphanage, telling bible stories, 
teaching songs, playing games with 
them, and sharing the gospel in 
any way he can. He notes that he is 
proud to be a Hokie!

ALUMNI SPoTLIGHT

MILeSTONeS 

cLaSS oF 2004 celebrates 
15 year anniversary

•	 Katie black Mayberry

•	 Alix Flowers Groth

•	 rebekah Kuhn Hicks

•	 Michael Mabray

•	 Alex Mayberry

•	 Andy Patterson

•	 Frances Pfister

cLaSS oF 2009 celebrates 
10 year anniversary

•	 ben brodin

•	 Lilly Deacon

•	 Sam Hurt

•	 John Lester

•	 Nicole Mayberry Dickinson

•	 robin Pyle Kwon

•	 Lindsay Shaughnessy

•	 brad Sweeney

•	 Seth Trittipoe

•	 Taylor Vukich

cLaSS oF 2014 celebrates 
5 year anniversary

•	 Sarah Collins brooks

•	 Galen Creekmore

•	 regan elliott

•	 Stephen Halfinger

•	 Freddie Harris

•	 Jonathan Hart

•	 Andrew Hartman

•	 rachel Harvey

•	 Jack Hindman

•	 Katie Mayberry

•	 elizabeth McDowell

•	 Jacob Neiderer

•	 Wesley Price

•	 Sydney rucker

•	 Delilah Tryall

•	 Jonathan Widmeyer

•	 Matthew Widmeyer

Aubrey	Sneed	2017

Aaron	Evans	2017
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make coming to work every day worthwhile.

One question asked if former students “want to have or 

maintain a greater connection to the school?”  Sixty-one percent 

of respondents answered very affirmatively.  Our response to 

this has been to start a conversation with a couple of local grads 

about starting a Gryphon Alumni Association. We have not put 

structure on that, but if we have enough interest from alumni, as 

the survey indicates we might, then we are glad to help launch 

this.  To that end, we will be holding an interest meeting for 

alums who are able to join us for Homecoming in January, 2020.  

We invite emails and texts from those who may not be able to 

attend in person. 

Another question queried grads on how well they felt that 

the school’s academic program met their needs as a student.  

An overwhelming 84% answered “fully met my needs” or “met 

most of my needs.” This is an encouraging result overall.  There 

was  also a pattern of comments with respect to STeM subjects 

at New Covenant, with several respondents desiring more 

emphasis in that area. As a 16-year veteran of the math and 

science program, this is an important topic to me.  

I’m pleased to report that we have been active in our design 

of these objectives and bringing them online.  For example, we 

recently added a series of new math courses; we also switched 

the sequence of biology and physics, moving biology to the 

junior year and offering physics in the freshman year.  “Physics 

First” is  supported by a body of research.  

Additionally, we have maintained environmental Science 

as a senior course and added Universal Science, a course that 

allows science-bound graduates exposure to advanced concepts 

in electrical engineering, microbiology, organic chemistry and 

astronomy.  

On a more practical note just last year we began issuing 

@newcovenantschools.org email addresses to every student 

in grades 8 to 12, giving them access to our Office365 suite of 

tools. We have created a computer skills curriculum map to 

formalize instruction in tools such as Word, excel, Outlook, and 

PowerPoint, that includes objectives across the curriculum.  

We appreciate the honest feedback we received and we 

are pleased to report that we are being responsive to improve 

every aspect of the program, including our STeM courses. We 

appreciate the time and honesty offered in the survey.  One 

alum said it especially well: “I wrote all of these comments in 

order...to help the school know that its alum still care about 

the school and what it stands for.” That is a beautiful message, 

and one we receive loud and clear. Thanks to all for the caring 

feedback.  

If you wish to view the survey presentation you can access 

it  here: https://www.surveymonkey.com/results/SM-

83KQHVMW7/

continued from page 1
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Mission Statement
New Covenant Schools is an educational community serving families of Central Virginia,  providing an exceptional education in a classical curriculum within the 

framework of historic Christianity, furnishing the student with the tools of education and the inspiration to be a life-long learner.



Support New Covenant Goal YTD

Annual Fund $150,000 $32,215

General Scholarship $10,000 $5,608

The New Covenant Pledged rec’d

        Foundation $213,800 $143,243

restricted Gifts n/a $60,762

Please consider New Covenant Schools in your end-of-year giving.  Donations 

may be given through cash, check, stock transfers, or qualified IrA 

distributions.  Contact dayna Renalds in the Development Office for more 

information.  Don’t delay, all gifts must be postmarked by December 31, 

2019.

Think. Learn. 

Love. Live. 

Give.

THE GRAMMAR SCHooL CHRISTMAS 

PRoGRAM (Grades K-4) will be held 
this thursday, december 19 at 8:15 am 
in the Moomaw Gymnasium. 

ExAMS for the School of rhetoric will 
be given Tuesday and wednesday 

december 17 & 18. On Tuesday, the 
Sor will dismiss at 12:15 pm. We will 
have supervised study halls for Sor 
students until 3:00 pm, if needed. 
On Wednesday, the Sor will dismiss 
at 12:15 pm and students should not 
remain on campus.

YEARBooK oRdERS close december 
20th! If you did not order a yearbook for 
your student during re-enrollment, you 
need to order through Jostens before 
December 20th! Those who ordered 
during re-enrollment should have seen 
the $45 charge on their FACTS account. 
If you are unsure, check your FACTS 
account for the charge.  Please go to 
www.jostens.com and place your order 
today.

TUITIoN ASSISTANCE PRoGRAM 
The Tuition Assistance Program(TAP) 
is now accepting applications for the 
2020-21 school year.  The link to access 
FACTS tuition assistance applications 
is https://online.factsmgt.com/aid.   
When applying, you will be asked to 
submit your 2018 tax returns. The fee to 
apply is $35, charged by FACTS, not the 
school. Applications will be reviewed 
on a first-come, first-serve basis similar 
to last year. the deadline to apply for 
taP is January 31 but you will benefit 
by filing early. If you have specific 
questions about your application, please 
call FACTS customer care directly at 866-
315-9262.  

CURRENT fAMILIES planning to enroll 
new siblings for the 2020-2021 school 
year are strongly urged to submit 
application immediately.  Available seats 
were protected for those prospective 
students until December 1 and are now 
released to new applicants. To apply, 
visit www.newcovenantschools.org and 

click on “Apply Here” at the top of the 
home page.

LoST ANd foUNd will be purged 
Wednesday, december 18 at 11:30 
am.  Take time prior to that date to go 
through and retrieve you child’s lost 
items.

oRdER LUNCH foR JANUARY The 
deadline is thursday, december 19.  
Login to your FACTS/renWeb account 
to see the menu, place and pay for 
your orders, which are charged to your 
Preorder Lunch Account.  

PARENTS ANd GRANdPARENTS 

Thank you for participating in the Givens 
books - Little Dickens rebate Program. 
For 2018 you earned us a $250 gift 
certificate! Here’s how the program 
works: 3% of your pre-tax purchase total 
is given as a credit to New Covenant 
Schools. Please make sure that you 
mention New Covenant to the cashier as 
you check out.

E  T   C  E  T  E  R  A

TAx CREdITS ARE wAITING foR YoU
There is still time to claim tax credits for 2019.  Nearly everyone can 
receive tax benefits from giving to our scholarship foundation.  If you 
would like to know how, please contact dayna Renalds at drenalds@
newcovenantschools.org by Thursday, December 19.  

BRANdoN 

HoSTETLER (11th 

grade) was selected 

to the 80 member 

All-District Concert 

band last Saturday 

for his performance 

on the clarinet. He 

was selected through 

a rigorous audition 

process between 

more than 600 high school  students 

from eight Virginia school districts. The 

All-District band will participate in two 

days of intense rehearsals with a guest 

conductor, culminating in a concert on 

February 1, 2020.

CHRISTMAS BREAK will begin 
thursday, december 19th with an 
11:00 am dismissal for all grades.
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47

36

34
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VARSITY woMENS BASKETBALL

VES

Holy Cross

NCS

NCS

55

39

58

73

VARSITY MENS BASKETBALL

Veritas

Carlisle

NCS

NCS

37

45

51

35

JV MENS BASKETBALL

Veritas

Carlisle

NCS 32 43

MS BoYS BASKETBALL

FCS-R

NCS 22 28

BoyS Jr. GryPhon BaSketBaLL
FCS-R

VARSITY SwIMMING 
AT VES

3rd – 200 IM Girls

Madeline Duncan, Adora Hampton, 

Skylar McCurley, Natalie rogers

3rd - 200 IM boys

Jack Marotta, Nash Watson, 

Michael Marotta, Will Spruill

2nd - 200 Freestyle Girls

Natalie rogers

2nd - 200 Freestyle boys

Michael Marotta

1st - 200 IM boys

Michael Marotta

4th - 50 Freestlye

Natalie rogers

3rd - 100 Freestyle Girls

Skylar McCurley

Think. Learn. Love. Live.

Warmest thoughts and best wishes on a 
blessed Christmas season and a 

Happy New Year.


