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Think.                    Learn.                   Love.                    Live.

    s the days grow short and cold, our hearts are 

      cheered by the coming of the celebration of 

the savior’s birth.  At New Covenant we’ve been 

preparing for months to worship well through 

music, tuning not only our instruments, but also 

our hearts to sing praise to God.  Our children 

are ready to use the skills they are gaining in 

music classes to lead in the traditional service of 

Nine Lessons & Carols.  This year’s unified efforts 

will include more student musicians than ever 

before, with 5th and 6th grades taking a more 

prominent role than in previous years.  

Mr. Joe Nigro, who will direct this year’s 

program, cherishes the tradition of this service, 

and the broader tradition of written music as a 

living legacy.    “Young artists have a role to play 

in keeping the torch lit,” he said, “…in passing 

the 400 year-old history of written music to 

future generations.   Our students are learning 

to respect these traditions and to feel blessed to 

use the talents granted to them in this way.”

Learning music prepares our students 

to worship well and helps develop a love of 

what is good and beautiful.  It also enhances 

learning across the curriculum, facilitating 

communication between the two halves of the 

brain, and providing benefit in the realm of 

executive function.   Thus, New Covenant makes 

it a priority to provide rich opportunities for 

learning music at all grade levels.  In grades PreK-

2, general music is taught by Mrs. Wendy Ames.  

she inspires students through engaging 
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NEW VENUE FOR LESSONS & CAROLS 
THE ANNUAL SERVICE What’s New?

Hyland Heights Baptist Church will be our new venue this year for The Annual Festival of Nine Lessons & Carols. Please 

join us this Thursday, December 12, 7:00 pm at Hyland Heights.  The program features a symphony of students in 

grades 5-12 performing in band, orchestra and choir.  Childcare will be provided for children ages 2-PK5.  Please use 

this link to sign up: https://www.signupgenius.com/go/409084BAFAB2CA3F58-childcare5  

Refreshments will be served from 6:15 - 6:45 pm. school for all grades will begin the following day at 9:00 am. 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/409084BAFAB2CA3F58-childcare5 
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SINGING AT STATEKATIE ELDRIDGE has been a favorite with middle school students since joining the faculty in 

2012.  Her obvious enjoyment of both quirky middle school scholars and regular, predictable Latin may 

seem a contradiction – but she has brought kids and Latin together in classrooms permeated with wit, 

puns, conjugations and declensions, all in an energetic and cheerful mix.   

While teaching at New Covenant, she earned a Master’s in English as a second Language, and 

that has prepared her well for her next adventure.  In 2020, she will move to south Korea to teach 

conversational English with a heavy emphasis on pronunciation.  sometime this month, she will find 

out the exact location of the school.  “I’m hoping for a metro area, but I could end up anywhere, even 

Jeju Island (a beautiful but remote spot),” she says.  “And I prefer middle school aged students, but I’m 

prepared for anything.”

Ms. Eldridge plans to tour major cities in her free time, such as seoul and the coastal city of Busan, and to visit temples and 

historic sites such as the DMZ.  “But,” she added, “I’m not going into North Korea!”   she’s learning to read the Korean lettering, 

Hanguel, has mastered a few basic phrases in Korean, and likes Kimchi, a Korean dietary staple.  she’ll miss her students here 

and has a few tricks up her sleeve to stay in touch with them.  Her students and comrades on the middle school faculty will 

miss her greatly.  When we return from Christmas break, her classes will be assumed by Mrs. Starlet Baker, another student 

favorite.  Mrs. Baker brings 16 years of teaching experience to the classroom, along with a Master of Arts in Liberal Arts from 

st. John’s College (Annapolis).  Perhaps more importantly, she also prefers middle school students.    These two teachers are 

collaborating to make the transition smooth for every student and the second semester a successful one – punctuated with a 

few surprises from Miss Eldridge.

what’s it all about? the Service of nine lessons & Carols
         lthough the tradition of Nine 
            Lessons and Carols is popularly 

associated with King’s College, 

Cambridge, its origins are attributed to 
Truro Cathedral in Cornwall, England. 

The Right Rev. Edward White Benson, 

at that time Bishop of Truro, conducted 
the first formal service of “Nine Lessons 
and Carols” on Christmas Eve, 1880. 

The present cathedral, a Victorian gothic 

building, was under construction at the 
time - now the “newest” Cathedral in 
the British Isles - thus, services were 
being held in a temporary wooden 

structure.  It was attended by over 400 
people. 

The first Festival of Nine Lessons 
and Carols at King’s College, Cambridge, 

was held on Christmas Eve in 1918. 

During World War I the dean, Eric 

Milner-White, had served as army 

chaplain in the 7th Infantry Division and 

he was concerned that the distress of 

the “Great War” had hardened attitudes 
against religion. Taking advantage of 

the established choral tradition of the 

Choir of King’s College, Cambridge, he 

introduced Benson’s carol service to 

King’s as a means of attracting people 
back to Christian worship. 

The King’s College service was 

very successful, and the following year 

Milner-White made changes to Benson’s 

original format, notably introducing the 

tradition of opening the service with 
a solo treble singing “Once in Royal 

David’s City.”  This was then followed 

by a bidding prayer penned by Milner-

White himself, and re-ordering the 

lessons.

The BBC began broadcasting the 
service in 1928, and, except for 1930, 

has been broadcast every year since.  

Even throughout the second World War, 

despite the stained glass having been 

removed from the Chapel (a precaution 
against German bombing) and the lack 

of heating, the broadcasts continued. 
For security reasons, the name “King’s” 

was not mentioned during wartime 
broadcasts. since the second World 

War, it has been estimated that each 

year there are millions of listeners 

worldwide who hear the service live on 

the BBC World service. 

Thid service is widely imitated by 

churches and choirs around the world, 

New Covenant Schools has offered this 
service for more than twenty years.  

Our student musicians and readers 

who present the service number more 

than 200 in their combined efforts, the 
youngest being in the fifth grade.

You needn’t have students in the 

service to enjoy this annual gift of music 
at New Covenant.  Those who attend for 
the first time as parents of a fifth grader 
often remark that if they had known, 
they would have attended before their 
children were old enough to participate! 

Now you know.  You are welcome 

to join us, and child care is offered 
for children, aged infant to three 

years.  Hyland Heights Baptist Church 
is spacious, easy to find, and there is 
plenty of room for all. Hot beverages 

will be offered before the service begins.
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THE ANNUAL SERVICE of Lessons 
& Carols will take place on Thursday, 
December 12, 7:00 pm at Hyland 
Heights Baptist Church.  The program 
features students in grades 5-12.  
Childcare will be provided for children 
ages 2-PK5.  Refreshments will be 
served from 6:15 - 6:45 pm.
school for all grades will begin the 
following day at 9:00 am.  NOTE: This 
event has been moved from Heritage 
Baptist Church to Hyland Heights 
Baptist Church on Highway 29 South.

MIDDLE SCHOOL STUDENTS may 
wear their Monday/Wednesday uniform 
Thursday, December 12 to keep their 
dress uniform clean for the evening 
service of Lessons and Carols.

PARENTS AFTERNOON OUT  The 
8th grade will host a special event on 
Saturday, December 14, from 2:00-
5:00 pm in the Moomaw Gym at New 
Covenant schools. Parents Afternoon 
Out is for all New Covenant students 
from K - 4th grades. students will play 
fun games, do crafts, and have a snack 
with the 8th graders. The cost is $5 per 
child and space is limited to 50 students. 
Please see the flier sent home in your 
child’s Monday folder for more details 
and information about how to register.

CHRISTMAS BREAK will begin 
Thursday, December 19th with an 11:00 
am dismissal for all grades.

YEARBOOK ORDERS close December 
20th! If you did not order a yearbook for 
your student during re-enrollment, you 
need to order through Jostens before 
December 20th! Those who ordered 
during re-enrollment should have seen 
the $45 charge on their FACTs account. 
If you are unsure, check your FACTs 
account for the charge.  Please go to 
www.jostens.com and place your order 
today.

TUITION ASSISTANCE PROGRAM 
The Tuition Assistance Program(TAP) 
is now accepting applications for the 

2020-21 school year.  The link to access 
FACTs tuition assistance applications 
is https://online.factsmgt.com/aid.   
When applying, you will be asked to 
submit your 2018 tax returns. The fee to 
apply is $35, charged by FACTs, not the 
school. Applications will be reviewed 
on a first-come, first-serve basis similar 
to last year. The deadline to apply for 
TAP is January 31 but you will benefit 
by filing early. If you have specific 
questions about your application, please 
call FACTs customer care directly at 866-
315-9262.  

CURRENT FAMILIES planning to enroll 
new siblings for the 2020-2021 school 
year are strongly urged to submit 
application immediately.  Available seats 
were protected for those prospective 
students until December 1 and are now 
released to new applicants. To apply, 
visit www. newcovenantschools.org and 
click on “Apply Here” at the top of the 
home page.

LOST AND FOUND will be purged 
Wednesday, December 18 before the 
break.  Take time prior to that date to 
go through and retrieve you child’s lost 
items.

ORDER LUNCH FOR JANUARY The 
deadline is Thursday, December 19.  
Login to your FACTs/RenWeb account 
to see the menu, place and pay for 
your orders, which are charged to your 
Preorder Lunch Account.  

ExAMS for the school of Rhetoric will 
be given Tuesday and Wednesday 
December 17 & 18. On Tuesday, the 
soR will dismiss at 12:15 pm. We will 
have supervised study halls for soR 
students until 3:00 pm, if needed. 
On Wednesday, the soR will dismiss 
at 12:15 pm and students should not 
remain on campus.

PARENTS AND GRANDPARENTS 
Thank you for participating in the Givens 
Books - Little Dickens Rebate Program. 
For 2018 you earned us a $250 gift 
certificate! Here’s how the program 
works: 3% of your pre-tax purchase total 

is given as a credit to New Covenant 
schools. Please make sure that you 
mention New Covenant to the cashier 
as you check out.
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VARSITY SWIMMING 
AT NORTH CROSS

Adora Hampton

3rd – 500 Yard Freestyle

Caroline Marotta

1st – 100 Yard Breaststroke

1st – 100 Yard Butterfly

Jack Marotta

1st – 100 Yard Freestyle

Skylar McCurley

3rd – 200 Yard IM

3rd – 100 Yard Freestyle

Andrew Rogers

3rd – 200 Yard Freestyle

3rd – 100 Yard Butterfly

Natalie Rogers

3rd – 200 Yard Freestyle

3rd – 50 Yard Freestyle

3rd – 100 Yard Breaststroke



movement, enthusiastic singing 

and rhythm instruments to learn basic 

music theory.  Beginning in third grade, 

she adds instruction on the recorder, 

and Mr. Nigro and Mrs. Teresa Angell 

introduce string instruments.  In fourth 

grade, students can join Beginning 

strings or play in the Beginning Band 

led by Dr. Monty Musgrave.  Both 

programs help children to understand 

the “grammar” of music while building 

the skills needed to play in a group.  

Each grade level in the grammar 

school has a designated “class 

composer.” Classes listen to music 

created by their composer during the 

white spaces of the day, so that they 

recognize it when they hear it outside 

of school.  It’s a great “light bulb 

moment” when they hear a phrase 

from “The Nutcracker” on the radio and 

announce, “Tchaikovsky!”   Exposure 

to beautiful music continues in middle 

school, where students choose from 

three music performance groups:  

chorus, band or strings.  All three 

of these options are offered at the 

Rhetoric level as well, when students 

are accomplished enough to perform in 

smaller ensembles and ready to express 

themselves in various musical styles. 

Music plays a beautiful and critical 

role in classical education.  Rich 

experiences of melody, harmony and 

rhythm help to mold our children’s 

minds and hearts, as do reading, math, 

and science.   saturating the soul 

with music adds depth and color to 

the portrait of New Covenant’s ideal 

graduate.
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Board of Directors  

Class of 2020 • Kristin Hampton • Darryl 

Whitesell • Ann McLean • Wenbren 

Coleman • Class of 2021 • Mike Lovell • 

Kristin Durand • Class of 2022 • Dr. Tim 

Brophy • Bob Price • Leslie Moeller • Dan 

Vollmer • Amy Bonebright

Ex Officio
Rev’d John Heaton

Rev’d Rodney Longmire

Our Mission
New Covenant Schools is an educational 

community serving families of Central 

Virginia, providing an exceptional 
education in a classical curriculum within 

the framework of historic Christianity, 
furnishing the student with the tools of 

education and the inspiration to be a life-
long learner.

continued from p. 1
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Quick!   Time is running out for you to save on your 

Virginia tax bill.  We’ve discovered that many parents who 

pay Virginia taxes don’t understand the Commonwealth’s 

laws on supporting classical, Christian education.  Under a 

2013 law, New Covenant operates a foundation that provides 

scholarships to qualified students.  That’s good!  Moreover, 

when you give to the foundation, you get 65% of your 

donation back in rebated state taxes.  That’s 

even better!  If you paid $5,000 in taxes over 

the course of this year, you could get $3,250 

back in refunds.  Contributions may work 

differently in various circumstances, but 

everyone should be interested in reducing 

their tax bill, especially if those tax dollars 

can support New Covenant.   Call Dayna 

Renalds this week to claim your tax credits 

before December 31, 2019. 

THE NEW COVENANT 
SCHOLARSHIP FOUNDATION 

receives gifts that fund scholarships for 

qualified students who enter kindergarten or first grade, or 

who transfer from a public school.  Money received by the 

Foundation helps to lower the amount of tuition assistance 

in the general budget, thus helping to keep tuition stable.  

Donors to this fund receive a 65% tax CREDIT on Virginia 

state income taxes, and may qualify for additional savings on 

federal taxes.

TAx CREDITS ARE WAITING FOR YOU
Nearly everyone can redirect tax money toward student scholarships 
and receive huge tax benefits.  If you would like to know how, 
contact Dayna Renalds in the Development Office at drenalds@
newcovenantschools.org.

support New Covenant Goal YTD

Annual Fund $150,000 $18,906

General scholarship $10,000 $5,608

The New Covenant Pledged Rec’d

        Foundation $187,000 $94,943

Restricted Gifts n/a $60,762

Please consider New Covenant schools in your end-of-year giving.  Donations 

may be given through cash, check, stock transfers, or qualified IRA 

distributions.  Contact Dayna Renalds in the Development Office for more 

information.  Don’t delay, all gifts must be postmarked by December 31, 

2019.

Think. Learn. 

Love. Live. 

Give.


