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MAJORIs

The Women’s varsity basketball 

team welcomed 52 athletes in 

grades 1-6 to its saturday skills 

clinic.THE NEWSLETTER OF NEW COVENANT SCHOOLS

Think.                    Learn.                   Love.                    Live.

n the last edition of Quid Novi, our 

headmaster, John Heaton, reminded us of the 

breadth of classical education and of the place 

of the arts within it.  We might not think first of 

drama when we consider the arts, but it appears 

on every New Covenant graduate’s transcript. 

To the Greeks, drama was serious business.  

It led to understanding of human nature and 

explored the truths of the world we live in.  

some things about people don’t change; the 

themes of Greek drama are relevant every day.  

Like literature in general, plays tell stories that 

shape our attitudes and actions, from the fables 

of Aesop, to the parables of scripture, to the 

plays of shakespeare.  Beyond the mere telling, 

they show universal traits of men and point 

readers to the good through on-stage action.

This December, our school of Rhetoric 

drama class will present two one-act plays under 

the direction of Mrs. Gail Mitchell.  They’ll 

also reprise one of them for our middle school 

students during the school day.  soR students 

can also join our extracurricular drama group, 

Panache, which will present The Sound of Music 

STREAMS OF EDUCATION: DRAMA                                                                 Marion Patterson, Principal

I

What’s New?
continued on p. 4

Quid Novi
“Classical education is not satisfied with developing narrow skills required by certain vocations that 

may be favored in our cultural imagination or politically popular.  Rather, it is totally human, offering 

a child the opportunity to explore the broadest horizon of interests that have captured the human 

mind for hundreds of years.”
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H  O  N  O  R  A  R  I  A
SINGING AT STATE

FALL ATHLETIC AWARDS

Varsity Tennis 

Most Outstanding Player - Charity 

simon

Gryphon Award - Lausyn McBride

Most improved - Eva sayles

Junior Varsity Tennis 

Most Improved — Bella Trevey 

Gryphon Award — Gioia Calabretta  

Men’s Varsity soccer

MVP - Wagner spiva

Golden Boot - Michael Minnick

Michael was the leading scorer 

in the entire VIC with 17 goals 

on the season)

Gryphon Award - Calvin Hurt

Varsity Cross Country 

MEN’S

Gryphon Award - Will VanVoorhis 

Most Outstanding Runner - Caleb 

Eaton 

WOMEN’S 

Gryphon Award - Madeline Duncan 

Most Outstanding Runner - Ellen 

Ann Deneen 

Junior Varsity Volleyball  

MVP - Brie Olson 

Gryphon Award - Brielle Walker & 

Adora Hampton 

Varsity Volleyball 

MVP - Phoebe Prillaman

Gryphon Award - Kayla Haley

Most Outstanding Offensive - Janna 

Renalds & Laura Hicks  

Most Outstanding Defensive - 

Kaylor Turner

All state Volleyball 

2nd team BRC Phoebe Prillaman 

All Conference Volleyball 

1st team BRC 

Phoebe Prillaman

Janna  Renalds   

Kaylor Turner    

2nd Team BRC                  

Virginia Robert   

sophia Rucker   

All Conference Tennis BRC 

2nd team Charity simon 

All Conference VIC soccer 

1st team 

Michael Minnick

Wagner spiva

2nd team 

Ethan Hartless 

Matthew Ivins  

THE 2019 FALL ATHLETIC SEASON IS IN THE bOOkS       by Kyle Alexander

New Covenant fielded JV and Varsity teams for both men and women in volleyball, 

cross country, tennis, and soccer.  As our athletes stepped onto the field or court, 

each one wore the Gryphon on their jersey and demonstrated the Gryphon spirit in 

their hearts.

     Our tennis team started several years ago as a co-ed team with only a handful of 

players without a conference.  It has developed into a men’s and women’s team with 

16 players on the women’s team this fall (men play in the spring).  Our seniors went 

from struggling to score points to winning sets and matches in just a few years.  The 

highlight this year was a team win over Eastern Mennonite in the regular season.  

The Lady Tennis Gryphons displayed the heart of courage in their season this year.

     The cross country team fielded 22 runners on the 5-7th grade level and 25 

runners on the 8-12th grade level.  We had four senior men and one junior lady, 

a young program to be sure.  During each race, however, teammates could be 

seen encouraging each other to pick up the pace and finish strong.  The heart of 

brotherhood was at work this season in the cross-country team, which competed in 

a record number of meets this year.

     After graduating a strong class of athletes last year, some expected this year to be 

a rebuilding season for the women’s volleyball team.  Underclassmen were left to fill 

the void and keep up the winning tradition.  They stepped up!  Our lady Gryphons 

demonstrated hard work and played each game expecting to win.  At the end of he 

season the ladies advanced to the BRC final four for the third year in a row.  There 

was no quitting with this team.  They displayed the heart of a champion all season. 

     Ten seniors filled the roster of the men’s soccer team this year, and played for 

the second season in the Virginia Independent Conference.  Their opponents were 

strong.  During the first ten days of play the team took on two conference and state 

powers, playing more than six games that went into overtime, either tying or losing 

by one point.  They took Covenant school and Northcross - very strong teams - to 

overtime, losing by only a point, and they defeated VEs for the second year in a row. 

These men worked hard throughout the season, played as a team, and had the key 

ingredient of hope.  For the first time ever in New Covenant’s history, the Varsity 

soccer team advanced to state playoffs and won over Wakefield 4-1.

     The Gryphon heart is defined by each of our team - a heart of courage, a heart 

of brotherhood, the heart of a champion, and a heart of hope.  We applaud each 

athlete and team as they celebrate the many accomplishments this season.

GRYPHON STATE AND CONFERENCE RECOGNITIONS



E  T   C  E  T  E  R  A

YEARbOOk ADS Do you own or

manage a local business? Please

consider placing a business ad in the

New Covenant schools yearbook to

support our graphic design class and

receive nonstop advertising for years

to come. Ads are available in full and

half page slots. Contact Andrea Loy

- aloy@newcovenantschools.org for

more information. Design services are

complimentary.

YEARbOOk ORDERS CLOSING SOON!  

If you did not order a yearbook for 

your student during re-enrollment, you 

need to order through www.jostens.

com before December 20th! Those who 

ordered have seen the $45 charge on 

their FACTs account. 

THANkSGIVING bREAk school will

be closed for the Thanksgiving holiday

beginning on Monday, November

25. students will return on Monday,

December 2.

YOU ARE INVITED to join us on 

Wednesday, November 20 for breakfast 

at 7:30 am or lunch at noon to explore 

the VA 529 plan and tax credit program.  

Director of Finance Linda Hackenbracht 

will show you how to take advantage of 

these money saving avenues by the end 

of 2019.  Please RsVP to Dayna Renalds 

at drenalds@newcovenantschools.org.

PLEASE CHECk THE LOST AND FOUND 

as it is overflowing!

PANACHE is pleased to present “An 

Evening of Melodrama” on saturday, 

December 7, 2019, at 7 pm.  The 

performance includes two one-act 

plays:  Dirty Work Afoot (or The Trials 

of a Working Girl) and Little Nell 

(Mortgages, Tears, and Everything).  

Tickets are $5.00, sold at the door (no 

reserved seating). Make plans now to 

join us for a fun evening spent booing 

the villiains and cheering the heroes! 

You won’t want to miss the Romance! 

the Intrigue! the Excitement! and, of 

course, the Happy Ending!

PLEASE JOIN US FOR A Festival of Nine 

Lessons & Carols Thursday, December 

12, 2019 7:00 pm Heritage Baptist 

Church, Lynchburg, VA

A JEANS DAY for the Middle school 

has been organized by Ms Council.  

All Ms students may wear jeans, a 

fall colored or themed shirt, and any 

close-toed shoes on Friday, November 

22 in celebration of the upcoming 

Thanksgiving holiday.

EVERYONE
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MIDDLE SCHOOL

Think. Learn. 
Love. Live.

Give.

By now you are aware that our neighboring school, Holy 

Cross, has announced that it will close at the end of this 

academic year.  We were saddened to hear this news.  Holy 

Cross has a 140-year history, and its closing is a loss to our 

community.  

As you might expect, this announcement has resulted in 

an immediate surge in applications to New Covenant.  While 

we are at full subscription in some classes, we have available 

seats across the grades, and there is growing pressure on 

those rosters already.  Here is what this news means for you.  

First, while we will accept many new students, we are 

unlikely to open a third section in any grade. Our current 

facility is not designed to accommodate more than two 

sections per grade, so additional sections are formed only in 

extraordinary circumstances. 

second, because we operate on continuous enrollment 

contracts, your child is automatically re-enrolled each year.  

You do not need to do anything to secure or hold your 

seat.  On the other hand, if you know that your child is not 

returning, your first “opt out” deadline is February 1.  

Third, if you have been planning to enroll a sibling to 

PK, kindergarten or any other grade, your child will have 

priority until December 1.  After that date, available seats are 

released to new applicants; therefore, do not delay.  The seat 

for which you apply may not be available if you wait.  

Fourth, if you plan to apply for TAP, the application 

process opensTODAY (see instructions, p.4).  TAP is offered on 

a first-come, first-served basis, so we urge you to avoid delay 

in getting your application filed. 

holy cross school announces that it will close - what that might mean for you

It’s November already and many of us are planning for the upcoming holiday 

season.  Have you made any year-end charitable giving plans?  New Covenant 

schools is a non-profit organization which enables individuals to receive charitable 

deductions for gifts to the school.  These gifts are used to disburse scholarships to deserving 

students, operate our facilities, and enhance our academic programming.  There are various 

ways to offer a gift.  A direct cash or check gift is accepted as are transfers of stock, or for retirees 

– a qualified minimum distribution from an IRA.  You could even get an extra bang for your buck by 

routing your gift through the New Covenant schools scholarship Foundation.  Contact Dayna Renalds at 

drenalds@newcovenantschools.org to find out more information on our giving program.  Thank you in 

advance for considering our school with your charitable contribution.



this winter.  Mrs. Mitchell is joined 
for this production by one of our 
new drama faculty members, brooke 

Spencer. she is a theater teacher, 
director, and stage manager from 
Forest, Virginia, who holds a Bachelor’s 
in Theater and a Master’s in Educational 
Leadership.   she spends most of her 
time working on theater contracts.  
When not in rehearsal, she can be found 
hanging out with family or her sweet 
golden retriever puppy, Winnifred. 

Miss spencer has had the privilege 
of working on over 50 shows in Central 
Virginia, including many of LU’s Alluvion 
professional productions and shows 
for The Academy Center for the Arts.  
This year, she is directing the Virginia 
Christmas spectacular and is excited to 
begin working with our soR students in 
January. 

Miss spencer will also be working 
with our Middle school students in 
drama from January through May, 
alongside Emily brisson.  Mrs. Brisson 
will lead our 7th and 8th graders.  she 
is originally from New Jersey, and now 
works as an adjunct instructor at Liberty 
University and at Liberty University 
Online Academy. she holds a Bachelor 

of science degree in Psychology with a 
Minor in Music and a Master of Arts in 
Teaching from Liberty University. she 
is state certified in secondary English, 
grades 6-12.  

Mrs. Brisson has choreographed and 
performed in several local productions 
and theater companies, including 
Masterworx Community Theater, The 
Virginia Christmas spectacular, and The 
Academy Center for the Arts, where 
she has directed the summer youth 
programs for the past three years. 
Recent shows she has directed include 
Aladdin Jr., Mary Poppins Jr. and The 

Lion King Jr.  While Mrs. Brisson has 
played many theatrical roles throughout 
the years, her favorite roles are wife 
to her college sweetheart, Steve, and 
mother to Ellie and Jordan. she loves 
working with youth and is excited to be 
a part of the Middle school production 
this spring.

Miss spencer and Mrs. Brisson 
are working closely with Mrs. kelli 

Johnson, (konner-11 and Victoria-09), 
our assistant drama director.  Together, 
they have chosen James and The Giant 

Peach for our Middle school Play.  They 
have some innovative ideas about the 

production and are looking forward to 
building the talents of our students both 
in class and on the stage.
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Quid Novi 
Board of Directors  

Class of 2020 • Kristin Hampton • Darryl 

Whitesell • Ann McLean • Wenbren 

Coleman • Class of 2021 • Mike Lovell • 

Kristin Durand • Class of 2022 • Dr. Tim 

Brophy • Bob Price • Leslie Moeller • Dan 

Vollmer • Amy Bonebright

Ex Officio
Rev’d John Heaton

Rev’d Rodney Longmire

Our Mission
New Covenant Schools is an educational 

community serving families of Central 

Virginia, providing an exceptional 
education in a classical curriculum within 

the framework of historic Christianity, 
furnishing the student with the tools of 

education and the inspiration to be a life-
long learner.

continued from p. 1

     New Covenant opens tuition 

assistance for next year today, and 

will continue to use FACTs to process 

TAP applications for 2020-21.  All of 

our systems are now fully integrated 

through FACTs, which acquired 

RenWeb last year..  The link to access 

FACTs tuition assistance applications 

is https://online.factsmgt.com/aid.   

When applying your may submit your 

2018 tax returns. The fee to apply is 

$35, and charged by FACTs, not the 

school.        

Please note that applications 

will be reviewed on a first-come, 

first-served basis similar to last year.    

Award decisions will be made in order 

of applications received, and early 

applications are favored . The deadline 

to apply for TAP is January 31 but you 

will benefit by filing early.

     Also, if you have a child entering 

kindergarten or first grade in 2020, you 

may qualify for a grant through the 

New Covenant schools Foundation. 

The foundation is state-regulated and 

is means-tested.   It is only available to 

children entering kindergarten and first 

grade as well as transfers from public 

schools in the Commonwealth.   When 

you apply for TAP, we automatically 

cross-check your qualification for 
the foundation (there is no separate 

application), but we cannot qualify 

your student for the foundation unless 

you fill out a TAP application.  

     New Covenant will continue to offer 

a multi-child discount (20% off a third 

child/50% off a fourth or more).  If you 

benefit from the multi-child discount, 

you still may be eligible for TAP.  These 

aid packages “stack” for qualified 

families, so do not hesitate to apply.  

TO sUMMARIzE: 

• TAP application opens on November 

18, 2019; use 2018 tax returns. 

Apply early; 

• TAP closes January 31, 2020;

• TAP is processed through FACTS; the 
fee is $35;

• TAP “stacks” on multi-child 
discounts for qualified parents;

• Multi-child discounts are 

automatically calculated and 

applied.

If you have specific questions about 

your application to FACTs, please call 

FACTs customer care directly at 

866-315-9262.  

tuition assistance Program (taP) oPens noVemBer 18 - what you neeD to know 


