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The eighth grade science 

class visited the Greenbank 

Observatory in WV this week
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Think.                    Learn.                   Love.                    Live.

et me just say it and get it out of the way:                  

       there’s nothing wrong with sTEM.  science,                        

technology, engineering and math are all good 

pursuits.  President Obama put out the call in 

his 2011 state of the Union Address, igniting 

a movement to teach students 21st-century 

skills to make them more competitive with 

other nations in the fields of sTEM. Millions of 

dollars in funding from public and private sectors 

flooded in for teacher training, grants, research, 

and school programs that promote sTEM study.

I make this honest confession because many 

believe that that the typically low-profile that 

tech occupies in the average classical school 

belies a latent hostility to anything tech.  This 

is simply not the case.  We are suspicious, 

not because the pursuits are unworthy, but 

because sTEM goals are very narrowly limited. 

Moreover, those limited goals may not be 

working as promised.   There is growing evidence 

to suggest that sTEM programs are no better at 

teaching math or science than non-sTEM schools 

(Hansen, 2014). 

That realization has induced what writers at 

edweek.org (2014) call a “tug of war” between 

sTEM and sTEAM.  Advocates of the latter tell 

us to put the “A” back in there – the arts!  A 

quick Google search will turn up any number of 

opinions about this.  sTEM advocates claim that 

the arts water down its core mission.  sTEAM 

advocates respond that sTEM programs exclude 

huge numbers of students and the strengths 

STEM, STEAM, OR STREAM?  yOu dOn’T nEEd TO chOOSE    John Heaton, Headmaster
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H  O  N  O  R  A  R  I  A
SInGInG AT STATE

     The school of Rhetoric will have the pleasure of hearing 

dr. Paul Mcclure speak to them on november 13th at 1:10 

pm. in the Moomaw Gymnasium. His topic will be, “Identity, 

Conformity, and Technology in a Rapidly Changing World.”  

We are honored to have Mr. McClure invest his time in our 

students on this most important topic.

     Paul McClure is an Assistant Professor of sociology at the 

University of Lynchburg. He holds a Bachelor’s degree in 

Philosophy from Washington and Lee, a Master’s degree in 

Theological studies from Regent College (Vancouver, British 

Columbia), and a Master’s and Ph.D. in sociology from 

Baylor University. His research, which focuses on religion, 

technology, and culture, has been featured in over 70 media 

outlets worldwide including Forbes and UsA Today. His wife, Kate, is a portrait artist, and 

they are the proud owners of dog named Gryff. They also have a cat named Louise.

Olivia Kalafian made the 

All District Choir.  Not only 

did she “make it” she had 

the second highest score 

of the first sopranos.  

Congratulations to Olivia.

dR. PAul MccluRE TO SPEAK TO ThE SchOOl Of RhETORIc

they could bring to such programs.

And then there are the emerging 

voices for sTREAM.  What’s that?  Put 

that “R” back in there; you know, 

reading!  That would include literature 

and language.  Critical thinking, they 

say, is not developed by merely asking 

a student to imagine how to get men 

to Mars, with a workgroup to problem- 

solve the challenge.  We grant that 

such an exercise might be engaging, 

useful and even educational. There 

are times to put students in situations 

with problems beyond their ability to 

solve. This does not, in itself, make 

one a critical thinker.  Critical thinking 

is the by-product of reading, writing, 

calculating, and playing an instrument. 

In other words CT comes about through 

regular engagement across a variety of 

disciplines.

sTEM? sTEAM? sTREAM? Which is 

better?   You don’t have to choose.  The 

classical curriculum includes – rather, 

it mandates – all three.  The classical 

curriculum builds upon truth, goodness 

and beauty.  science and math are 

recognized pathways for discovering 

what is true and untrue about the 

material world.  Theology, philosophy 

and literature are indispensable avenues 

by which we explore the spiritual and 

human realities of what is good or not 

good.   Likewise, the arts - painting, 

drawing, music, dance, and theater 

- are ways of knowing the world, of 

constructing knowledge, and figuring 

out how things cohere.  It is the pursuit 

of beauty.  The disciplines that flow 

under each of these broad banners are 

interconnected, and without all of them 

a student is underserved.

If you were designing a complete 

education, which would you eliminate?  

Would you drop the disciplines that 

guide us to know what is true or 

untrue?  Forget about the books that 

explore the deep human questions 

that help us sort out and recognize the 

good?  Or cut those classes that get in 

the way of 21st century problem-solving 

continued from p.1

It’s November already and many of us are planning for the upcoming holiday 

season.  Have you made any year-end charitable giving plans?  New Covenant 

schools is a non-profit organization which enables individuals to receive charitable 

deductions for gifts to the school.  These gifts are used to disburse scholarships to 

deserving students, operate our facilities, and enhance our academic programming.  There 

are various ways to offer a gift.  A direct cash or check gift is accepted as are transfers of stock, 

or for retirees – a qualified minimum distribution from an IRA.  You could even get an extra bang for 

your buck by routing your gift through the New Covenant schools scholarship Foundation.  Contact Dayna 

Renalds at drenalds@newcovenantschools.org to find out more information on our giving program.  Thank you 

in advance for considering our school with your charitable contribution.

Think. Learn. 
Love. Live.

Give.

continued on p.4
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PAREnT VOlunTEERS are needed 

in the drama department to help with 

sewing costumes and set construction 

for this year’s performance of The 

sound of Music.  Please email 

bmayberry@newcovenantschools.org if 

you are interested in helping in one of 

these areas.

SEcOnd cuP Join our parent

ambassadors and administrative staff at

second Cup this Wednesday, november

13 from 8:15 – 9:15 am before you

head off to work. Headmaster Heaton

will further the discussion of our

desire for happiness, what happiness

really means, and how it relates to our

students. 

yEARBOOK AdS Do you own or

manage a local business? Please

consider placing a business ad in the

New Covenant schools yearbook to

support our graphic design class and

receive nonstop advertising for years

to come. Ads are available in full and

half page slots. Contact Andrea Loy

- aloy@newcovenantschools.org for

more information. Design services are

complimentary.

yEARBOOK ORdERS clOSInG SOOn!  

If you did not order a yearbook for 

your student during re-enrollment, you 

need to order through Jostens before 

december 20th! Those who ordered 

during re-enrollment should have seen 

the $45 charge on their FACTs account. 

If you are unsure, check your account 

for the charge.  Please go to www.

jostens.com and place your order today.

lunch ordering for December is

now open and will close on friday,

november 15. 

ThAnKSGIVInG BREAK school will

be closed for the Thanksgiving holiday

beginning on Monday, november

25. students will return on Monday,

december 2.

BASKETBAll clInIc will be held by

the Varsity Womens’ Basketball team on

Saturday, november 16, from 9:00-

11:00 am in the Workman fieldhouse

for boys and girls in grades 1-6. The cost

is $10 cash at the door. No need to sign

up in advance!

fAn GEAR AVAIlABlE The online

Fan store is open through

Sunday, november 17. You can 

purchase using the following link:

https://newcovwinter2019.itemorder.

com/ The athletic department benefits 

from each sale with a $2.00 per item 

store credit.

PROGRESS REPORTS will be emailed 

on Wednesday, november 13.

yOu ARE InVITEd to join us on 

Wednesday, November 20 for breakfast 

at 7:30 am or lunch at noon to explore 

the VA 529 plan and tax credit program.  

Director of Finance Linda Hackenbracht 

will show you how to take advantage of 

these money saving avenues by the end 

of 2019.  Please RsVP to Dayna Renalds 

at drenalds@newcovenantschools.org.

fAll AThlETIc AWARdS

JV and Varsity Athletes and their families

are invited to attend the New Covenant

schools Athletic Awards Ceremony this

Thursday, november 14, at 7pm, in the 

Moomaw Gym.

GIVEnS BOOKS & lITTlE dIcKEnS 

As the Holiday season approaches, we 

want to remind you to mention New 

Covenant schools when shopping.

EVERyOnE
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SOR

Be looking for special highlights 

and a recap of the fall sports 

season in next week’s edition of 

the Quid Novi!



because beauty isn’t necessary in 

our lives?  

Are you kidding?  It’s a false 

dilemma.  I would no more consider 

eliminating music or art from the 

curriculum than I would math or 

phonics.  Why?  Art, like mathematics, 

provides a way of knowing the world.  

If it is not cultivated at an early age, a 

student is as deficient as if he had not 

been taught to read, add or subtract.  

Like language and math, art must be 

taught; appreciation for beauty must 

be learned.   In short, the arts are an 

essential part of the curriculum for a 

student’s full development.

Classical education is a centuries- 

old curriculum developed over 

hundreds of years of reflection upon 

what an educated human being looks 

like.  Classical education engages the 

student broadly, not narrowly. 

We are constantly told that we are 

behind in 21st century skills.  No, we are 

not.   No one seems to know what 21st 

century skills are, and when I read those 

who try to explain them, the answers 

sound precisely like the outcomes of 

a classical education:  language skills 

of reading and writing, curiosity about 

the world (the mother of invention), 

principled, ethical character, and the 

deep knowledge that there is more 

to life than manipulating the material 

world or making money.

This is why all New Covenant 

students participate in the fine arts. 

That’s right; at New Covenant the arts 

are not optional.  They are central.  A 

classical education takes care not only 

to nourish the mind, but also the heart 

and the affections.  We pay attention 

not only to truth, but also to goodness 

and beauty.  students who study music 

and art, and who participate in drama 

are broader in experience, and richer 

in the intangible sensibilities that only 

the arts provide. Every student who 

graduates from New Covenant goes 

forth with math, history, theology, 

science and literature.  Every student 

from New Covenant also reads music, 

plays an instrument, or has experience 

with choral literature and theater.

Classical education is not satisfied 

with developing the narrow skills 

required by certain vocations that may 

be favored in our cultural imagination 

or politically popular.  Rather, it is totally 

human, offering a child the opportunity 

to explore the broadest horizon of 

interests that have captured the mind 

for hundreds of years.  You don’t need 

to choose.  A classical education offers 

all of it.
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Board of Directors  

Class of 2020 • Kristin Hampton • Darryl 

Whitesell • Ann McLean • Wenbren 

Coleman • Class of 2021 • Mike Lovell • 

Kristin Durand • Class of 2022 • Dr. Tim 

Brophy • Bob Price • Leslie Moeller • Dan 

Vollmer • Amy Bonebright

Ex Officio
Rev’d John Heaton

Rev’d Rodney Longmire

Our Mission
New Covenant Schools is an educational 

community serving families of Central 

Virginia, providing an exceptional 
education in a classical curriculum within 

the framework of historic Christianity, 
furnishing the student with the tools of 

education and the inspiration to be a life-
long learner.
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