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senior moms cheer on their
varsity players at senior Night.
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Happiness: an ancient pursuit

W

e all want to be happy. Though we might

try to hide this fact, or perhaps feel guilty

by Jacob Webb, Instructor of Latin and Logic

they tell us how, or where, to get it?
Before looking to them for answers, we

of the desire, a good portion of our energies are

have to narrow our search. There were many

dedicated to the pursuit of happiness. Those

different schools of thought, which had

of us that are a little shy about it need only to

different definitions of happiness and different

look to the Declaration of Independence as

methods for obtaining the “blissful state.” For

justification for the pursuit. If we pause to reflect

our purposes, we turn to Aristotle, who wrote

on this pursuit of happiness, we may be tempted

extensively on the topic.

to deem it as a modern urge. When we turn

First, we must understand that Aristotle

to classical philosophy, however, we find that

considered happiness to be a normative issue.

ancient philosophers devoted themselves to the

That is, it involves ethics, politics, and moral ends

consideration of the subject.

(The Nicomachean Ethics pg.3 ). Thus, happiness

What did they discover? What can they tell
us about happiness—and more importantly can

is connected to the way a person lives. Aristotle
scrutinizes this way of life so as to discover
continued on p. 4

What’s New?
Want to hear more about the pursuit of happiness? Join our parent ambassadors and
administrative staff at second Cup on Wednesday, november 13 from 8:15 – 9:15
a.m. before you head off to work. Headmaster Heaton will further the discussion
of our desire for happiness, what happiness really means, and how it relates to our
students and classical education. You will not want to miss this time to fellowship
with other parents in our school. Breakfast items and, of course, COFFEE will be
available. We look forward to seeing you soon.

Think.

Learn.

Love.

Live.

H O N O R A R I A

MiDDLe scHOOL pOetrY Winners
Congratulations to the Middle school poetry finalists. Four students were chosen from each grade to recite in the final
competition. *Denotes grade level 1st place.
5th Grade - shilo Binder*,
6th Grade - Ryleigh Taylor*,
7th Grade - Cora Helm*,
8th Grade - Adora Hampton*
Journey Lancaster, Emma
Ella Dudley, Emma Kate
Emma Fritz, Corey
Jefferson Cup, Ally Horne,
Haupricht, Owen Luley
Lovell, Brielle scott
Hackenbracht, Brey Welch
Virginia Morse, Mary Glenn
Morse
A special thank you to emily Brophy for providing us with excellent music at our Latte Poetry night.

cOnGratuLatiOns to our JV Volleyball Team for winning first place in the Blue Ridge Conference Championships!
They defeated Roanoke Catholic for the title.
Veteran’s Day iHistory assembly - monDay, noVember 11, 2:10 pm
This year New Covenant will observe Veteran’s Day by hosting three
retired military officers at a school-wide assembly. iHistory is a program
that brings grandparents and friends of the school – people who lived
history – to tell their stories. Our guests (l to r) are Cpt Michael Connolly
(UsN-ret), Army Cpt Neil Bohnert, and Commander Michael Reeves (UsNret). These men will give a live demonstration to the entire student body
of the military bugle and the boatswain’s pipe. With a series of calls or
sounds, military officers on the battlefield or aboard ship could command
troops over a large area. Many of the calls are still in use today, even
with high tech equipment. The program will begin at 2:10 pm in the Field
House. Parents are welcome to attend.
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Open HOuse MOntH Classroom visits
and facility tours will be given with light
refreshments offered. Please invite
potential families to visit with us. Our
final October tour will be this Thursday,
October 31 at 9:15 am.
K-12 parent teaCHer ConFerenCes
Friday, november 1, from 12:306:00 pm. Register for Parent Teacher
Conferences online. (link included in
Monday e-mail). Registration closes
Wednesday, october 30, at 10:00
pm; no sign ups can be accepted after
that time either online or through the
office. If you miss the deadline and
want to schedule a conference for a
later day, you may contact the teacher
directly. students do not attend school
november 1.
tHe sCHool oF rHetoriC poetry
recitaL has been scheduled for
tomorrow, october 29, at 6:00 pm.
students will be selling hot chocolate
and coffee to benefit House Council
beginning at 5:30 pm.
psat, for Grades 10 & 11 on
Wednesday, october 30, students will
be sitting for the PsAT exam. As is our
custom, the school of Rhetoric (grades
9-12) will not begin until 9:00 am that
day (the rest of the school starts on
time). This is to allow students the
opportunity to get a bit more sleep
before this testing. If you need to drop
off your sOR students at the normal
time, we will have supervised study halls.

C E T E R A
parent MeetinGs tHis Week
Girls Basketball this evening, Monday,
october 28, 5:30 – 6:00 pm in the
chapel.
Boys Basketball tomorrow evening,
tuesday, october 29, 5:30 – 6:00 pm in
the chapel.
First nigHt Hoops Fest this Friday,
november 1, 7:00 – 10:00 pm in the
Workman Field House. Free admission
grades 7-12. $5.00 Entry fee per person
to participate in: 3-Point Contest, 3-on-3
Tournament, Knock Out, Dunk Contest,
Adult vs. student Game, and sock Hop.
BOX tOps It’s time to turn in your Box
Tops! While the Box Tops program is
going digital, we still want to collect
and turn in any remaining physical box
tops for our school. Please send them
to school with your child tomorrow,
tuesday, october 29. If your child is in
Grammar school, be sure to mark their
teacher’s name on the baggie so their
classroom gets the credit!
Have YOu HearD? The VA 529 plan
and the VA Tax Credit program can be
financially beneficial to you. Join us for
breakfast on Friday, november 8 at 7:30
am or lunch at noon to hear details from
Director of Finance Linda Hackenbracht
and Headmaster Heaton about how to
take advantage of both of these moneysaving avenues.
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crOss cOuntrY
5th Place BRC Conference Meet

Congratulations to the following
students who were named to the
BRC All Conference Teams:
VOLLEYBALL
Phoebe Prillaman, 1st team
Janna Renalds, 1st team
Kaylor Turner, 1st team
Virginia Robert, 2nd team
sophia Rucker, 2nd team
sOCCER
Michael Minnick, 1st team
Wagner spiva, 1st team
Ethan Hartless, 2nd team
Matthew Ivins, 2nd team

OctOBer is DYsLeXia aWareness MOntH
Did you know that dyslexia is not seeing or writing letters backward, it is not
linked to intelligence, and it is not something you outgrow? Dyslexia is an
unexpected difficulty in reading. It is common and it is estimated that it accounts
for approximately 80% of learning disabilities. Because dyslexia is misunderstood,
and difficult to diagnose, you may not recognize signs that your child is affected.
Children suspected of having dyslexia should be evaluated by a qualified educational
psychologist. New Covenant will work to assist you where able. Meanwhile, you
can learn more at these websites: https://dyslexia.yale.edu and at https://www.
understood.org/en.
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TENNIs
Charity simon, 2nd team

continued from p. 1

what types of actions, performed at
the appropriate times, and at the right
measure lead—or orient—a person
to happiness. secondly, as implied
above, Aristotle has an elevated view of
happiness, ranking it as the good of a
human being (The Nicomachean Ethics
pg.3). According to Aristotle pursuing
happiness is a natural human impulse,
so we should strive to live the life that
will bring about this end.
In order to understand what makes
for happiness, Aristotle attempted to
land on a definition. That makes sense:
we need to know what we are after
before searching for it. sometimes
when we want to know what a thing is,
it is best to know what it is not. Aristotle
proceeds in like manner. He disabuses
us of any notion that happiness is
identical to pleasure, honor, or wealth.
All of these are impermanent. The
pleasure of a large meal is followed by
the misery of being stuffed. The honor
given for success is lost at the moment
of failure. Wealth earned and prudently
invested is lost by an unfortunate
change in the economy.
Aristotle is not saying that pleasure,
wealth, and honor have nothing to
do with happiness. He is modest
in his claims, conceding that there

are certainly desirable conditions
that encourage the life that leads to
happiness. The conditions and means,
however, are not one and the same as
happiness. The main reason that we
go after pleasure, wealth, or honor
is because we think that these will
bring about the end of happiness (The

Nicomachean Ethics pg.10). We are
disappointed when they do not. A
happy person, however, is best able to
enjoy pleasure, wealth, and honor. All
that Aristotle’s claim amounts to, then,
is that the three are not identical to
happiness.
so what is happiness? Aristotle’s
answer to this might seem unclear at
first. What he concludes after looking at
the available options is that happiness
is self-sufficient—an end in and of itself.

IT’s TIMe TO lOOK!
Open HOuse MOnTH
Thursdays
9:15 a.m.
preK - grade 12

Further, as we stated above, happiness
is the good of a human being. We call
it the “good life.” It is not so much a
moment as a state of being that we
achieve through a life well lived.
What is the life that leads to
happiness? It is the virtuous life.
Aristotle analyzes a number of
different virtues and their related
vices, but the four cardinal virtues
are arguably the most well-known
and important. They are as follows:
courage, temperance (moderation),
prudence, and justice. Practicing these
virtues makes our character virtuous.
It changes what we like or dislike, what
we prefer and avoid; and prepares us
for happiness. Over time, the practice of
virtue changes our nature. This nature
is a happy nature. Consequently, the
pursuit of happiness is the practice of
virtue.

Quid Novi
board of Directors
Class of 2020 • Kristin Hampton • Darryl
Whitesell • Ann McLean • Wenbren
Coleman • Class of 2021 • Mike Lovell •
Kristin Durand • Class of 2022 • Dr. Tim
Brophy • Bob Price • Leslie Moeller • Dan
Vollmer • Amy Bonebright

Ex Officio

Rev’d John Heaton
Rev’d Rodney Longmire

Our Mission
New Covenant Schools is an educational
community serving families of Central
Virginia, providing an exceptional
education in a classical curriculum within
the framework of historic Christianity,
furnishing the student with the tools of
education and the inspiration to be a lifelong learner.
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Honors for 1st Quarter 2019-2020

Schools of Rhetoric and Dialectic
The Headmaster’s List
Summa cum laude

Emily Brophy, 12
Michael Minnick, 12
Tessa Hackenbracht, 11
Phoebe Prillaman, 11
Saige Knapton, 10
Victoria Johnson, 9

Sofi Forshey, 12
Thomas VanVoorhis, 12
Brandon Hostetler, 11
Ann Claire Terrell, 11
Brie Olson, 10
Kaden Newsome, 9

Olivia Kalafian, 12
Will VanVoorhis, 12
Elizabeth Kittrell, 11
Madeline Duncan, 10
Ellie Walker, 10
Waylon Spiva, 9

Lausyn McBride, 12
Hannah Craven, 11
Christopher Matney, 11
Dalton Foster, 10
Jael Brenning, 9

The Dean’s List
M agna cum laude

Tyler Dixon, 12
Matthew Ivins, 12
Roman Seay, 12
Titus Brenning, 11
Natalie Rogers, 11
Gioia Calabretta, 10
Lydia Craven, 9
Hannah LaGrone, 9

Thea Eshleman, 12
David Kline, 12
Charity Simon, 12
Stone Clark, 11
Cayli Snipes, 11
Kate Main, 10
Caleb Eaton, 9
Shannon Sansone, 9

Calvin Hurt, 12
Charlie Nelson, 12
Wagner Spiva, 12
Elizabeth Olmsted, 11
Rylee Ames, 10
Josie Scruggs, 10
Jenna Hackenbracht, 9
Jackson Taylor, 9

Sarah Hankins, 12
Carter Newsome, 12
Kaylor Turner, 12
Janna Renalds, 11
Makenzy Bates, 10
Rebekah Bryant, 9
Nate Kirshberger, 9
Jude Vollmer, 9

Cum laude

Kayla Haley, 12
Carmen Horne, 11
Izabel Zealand, 11
Will Kittrell, 9

Molly Pickard, 12
Konner Johnson, 11
Anna Burton, 10
Abigail Place, 9

Ivy Schumacher, 12
Virginia Robert, 11
Michael Marotta, 10

Ellen Anne Deneen, 11
Evan Wilson, 11
Helene Kimlick, 9

M iddle School
Summa cum laude

Nicole Clark, 8
Virginia Morse, 8
Lizzie Bryant, 7
Mary Kate Place, 7

Adora Hampton, 8
Abby Rose, 8
Corey Hackenbracht, 7
Declund Stevenson, 7

Ally Horne, 8
Robert Sorenson, 8
Cora Helm, 7
David Tolle, 7

Saria Hostetler, 8
James Brophy, 7
Jenna Ng, 7
Brey Welch, 7

M agna cum laude

Olivia Kidd, 8
Andrew Rogers, 8
Elizabeth Deneen, 7
Gigi Olson, 7

Caleb McCormick, 8
Brielle Walker, 8
Jack Duncan, 7

Sarah Robert, 8
Graham Kowalski, 7

Ava Zealand, 8
Noah McCormick, 7

Mary Glenn Morse, 8
John Brophy, 7
Emma Fritz, 7

Andrew Nye, 8
Abby Burton, 7
Reese Murphy, 7

Cum laude

James Deyo, 7
Jocelyn Walker, 7

Kamrin Hite, 7

__________________________________________________

Key Dates August, 2020 – May, 2021
New Covenant Schools sets its academic calendar as far in advance as is reasonably
foreseeable, so that families may plan appropriately. This list does not include every half day
and other important dates you will want to know for the 2020-2021 academic year. The full
calendar will be provided to you and available online later in the school year. The following
dates, however, will not change.

First Day of School (SoR only)
GS Meet-Your-Teacher
MS Registration
First Day of School (GS/MS)
Fall Break
Thanksgiving Break
Christmas Break

Mon, Aug 17, 2020 – 8:00 am
Mon, Aug 17, 2020 – 3:30 – 6:00 pm

Wed, Aug 19, 2020 – 8:00 am
Thurs (noon)-Mon, October 16-19, 2020
Mon-Fri, November 23-27, 2020
Fri, December 18 – Jan 5, 2021
PK-8th – 11 am dismissal
SoR – 12:15 pm dismissal
Martin Luther King Day (no school) Mon, January 18, 2021
Winter Break
Thur-Tues, February 11-16, 2021
Spring & Easter Break
March 29-April 5, 2021
Last Day of School (SoR)
Wed, May 26, 2021 – 3:00 pm
Fri, May 28, 2021 – noon dismissal
Last Day of School (GS/MS)
Graduation
Sat, May 29, 2021

