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Juniors pose at The Mercury 
Fountain in the Rotunda of the 
National Gallery on their trip to 
Washington DC last week.THE NEWSLETTER OF NEW COVENANT SCHOOLS

Think.                    Learn.                   Love.                    Live.

I   like to cook.  I am not an advanced cook,           

    but I enjoy learning. When approaching a 

recipe I find especially intimidating—anything 

from Julia Child’s Mastering the Art of French 

Cooking—I move slowly. I find that in the very 

act of cooking, I acquire the knowledge, skills, 

and understanding of the nuances that could not 

be gained by merely reading the recipe. I might 

not rise to Julia Child’s level, but I progress as I 

actually undertake the task. What is true about 

development in the art of cooking is true of 

poetry as well.

     The power of a poem, as mentioned in last 

week’s article, lies in its power to bring forth 

untaught things. Poet Dana Gioia affirms that 

poetry is not an intellectual abstraction, but 

an embodied experience. He emphasizes that 

poetry is meant to be spoken because it is in the 

wrestling with the correct delivery of a line that 

the virtue of a particular poem is embodied.

     At New Covenant schools, we agree with this 

understanding of poetry and, thus, students are 

presented with poetry containing the full gamut 

of human experience and wisdom. As students 

Bon Appetit! When poetry is the FeAst         by Starlet Baker and Kathryn Martin

I 

What’s New? siBLinG AppLiCAtions open
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The 2019-20 school year is well under way, but for the admissions department at New Covenant we are already 

starting to prepare for next year! Applications for the 2020-2021 school year are now being accepted for brand new 

siblings in all grades.  As a reminder, Pre-K and Kindergarten classes can fill quickly so submit your application today by 

visiting the following link:

https://www.newcovenantschools.org/admissions/apply-here/



WouLd you Like to knoW more 
about the VA 529 savings Plan and the 
VA Educational Improvement Tax Credits 
scholarship Program?  These programs 
offer ways for you to pay school tuition 
with tax free savings and make a bigger 
impact with your charitable gift.  Join us 
for breakfast on Wednesday, october 9 
at 7:30 am or for lunch at noon to hear 
from our Director of Finance on how 
these programs work.  

noon dismissAL for Pre-K – 8th 
grade on Friday, october 11 as the 1st 
quarter ends. Grades 9-12 are dismissed 
at 12:15 pm after block exams.

FALL BreAk begins monday, october 
14 through tuesday, october 15.  
students return Wednesday, october 
16.

report CArds will be issued on 
Friday, october 18.

open house is tomorrow, tuesday, 
october 8 at 9:15 am. Classroom visits 
and facility tours will be given with 
light refreshments offered. Please 
invite potential families to visit with 
us. Additional tours are offered on the 
follow dates:  october 17, 24 & 31 at 
9:15 am.

Lost & Found is located at the back 
of the Moomaw Gymnasium and is 
purged at the end of each quarter.  
Please make sure to visit this area 
before thursday, october 10 if you are 
missing an item.  All unclaimed items 
will be donated to a local charity or the 
school store.

sChooL piCture retAkes Tss sent 
families a link to view student individual 
and class portraits. Please let us know 
of any problems finding your photos. 
Make-ups for those who were absent 
will be on thursday, october 17. If you 
need a retake – e-mail Beth Mayberry at 

bmayberry@newcovenantschools.org.
LunCh ordering for November is open 
until Friday, october 18.  Families who 
ordered milk will see a $30 charge on 
your lunch account in the next couple of 
weeks for the second quarter.

sChooL oF rhetoriC FALL dAnCe
will be held saturday, october 19, 2019
from 7 to 10pm at Oakwood Country 
Club Ballroom. Tickets are $12.00  and 
will be available in the lair at lunch. 
tickets must be purchased this Week.

neW CovenAnt spirit niGht at 
Chipotle is monday, october 21. 
Join our school community from
4:00 – 8:00 pm at the Old Forest Road
location for dinner. Please state that you 
are with New Covenant and a portion 
of the evening proceeds will go to our 
athletic program. 
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Kaleidoscopic leaves
swirl and camouflage winter’s

relentless approach
- Carol Nation

     This delightful autumn haiku conjures images in our minds of cooling 
temperatures, crisp air, and skies uniquely, clearly blue in central Virginia.  
     We at New Covenant schools associate something more with autumn.  It’s 
harvest time for verse, with the entire student body learning and sharing classic 
poems each year.  We bring into the storehouses of our minds and hearts a harvest 
of richly crafted language, language that builds our abilities to read, write and 
dream.
     This year’s celebration of poetry promises to be an outstanding one, with poems 
composed before 1840 being memorized and recited by kindergarteners through 
seniors. 
     please join us for fall poetry recitals on the following dates
– and add to your storehouse of poetry.
Thursday, October 10, 6:30 pm  Grammar school
Friday, October 26, 7:00 pm   Middle school A Latte Poetry
Tuesday, October 29, 6:00 pm   school of Rhetoric

E  T  C  E  T  E  R  A 



     Did you know that a significant 
number of students who graduate 
high school and head to college are 
not prepared?  I don’t mean just 
academically, either; it’s true that some 
students are unprepared for college 
work, but there are many other factors 
that contribute to success or failure.  
     students who don’t have good study 
habits or who failed to master high 
school material require remediation 
in math or English.  Remediation costs 
colleges money in staff and faculty – 
and it costs families who are paying the 
bills.   

There are many more factors, 
however, that point to struggle in 
college.  Increasing numbers of students 
are not emotionally or psychologically 
strong enough to handle the world of 
ideas, the new-found freedom from 
parents, and the pressure of managing 
one’s time and affairs completely.  
students who fit this profile spend 30% 
more time in college infirmaries and 
their dropout rate is predictably higher. 
     As a parent of students in K-12 
education, you have the opportunity 
to hear an expert explain this trend.  
Dr. Tamara Long of Abilene Christian 
University, will provide you with 
information that you can use now – 
parenting today – that might change 

your life and your child’s future.  
Dr. Long has nearly 20 years of 

experience with young adults in the 
college environment, and I have invited 
her to join our community for our next 
Community Lecture series on thursday, 
october 17.   I first met Dr. Long when 
I heard her speak at a meeting we both 
attended last year.  (she and I serve 
as Academic Advisors  for the Classic 
Learning Test, the CLT).  
     Dr. Long holds a PhD in higher 
education and has conducted research 
on college age students.   Her focus has 
been on their psychological well-being 
and their spiritual formation.  

Dr. Long will meet with our faculty 
on Wednesday afternoon, Oct 16,  
as part of our on-going professoinal 
development program, sharing with 
our teachers important information 
that will be immediately useful in our 
classrooms.

Parents of students in the school of 
Rhetoric will be pleased to know that 
on Thursday morning, Dr. Long will be 
holding two sessions with students, one 
for freshmen and sophomores, and a 
second for juniors and seniors.  Part of 

her presentation to them will include a 
hands-on exercise that will show them 
a method for discerning vocational 
pathways based not only on what they 
might be good at doing, but guided 
by higher order values that are easily 
overlooked when choosing a university, 
a college major, or a new job. 

Thursday evening, she will share 
with you, our parents.   Join us at 7 pm 
as she discusses the trends influencing 
our children and offers direction for 
how we develop stronger children.    
she will focus on research that identifies 
the core strengths vital for student 
learning and development.  

•  Who have we invited?  Parents 
and friends; local college admissions 
counselors, local school guidance 
counselors, all of our friends 
who support classical, Christian 
education

•  Why should you come?  Dr. Long is 
an engaging speaker, knowledge-
able in her field, and will help you 
identify and develop core strengths 
in your child.

•  Where will this be held?  At New 
Covenant schools in the Moomaw 
Gymnasium at 7 pm.

C  O  M  M  U  N  I  T  A  S
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Why you WiLL WAnt to Attend Community LeCture series               by John Heaton, Headmaster
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read and reread their poems, they 
don’t merely hear about the good, the 
true, and the beautiful, but they imbibe 
these foundational virtues.  Their slow 
movement through their poems leads 
them to a more intimate understanding 
of the language and the ideas they 
communicate. In all three schools, 
students participate in poetry recitals, 
which affords them an opportunity to 
become more intimately acquainted 
with the ideas, themselves, and even 
the God who spoke all things into 
existence. 
     A recent meeting I had with a 
student regarding her poem provides 
one particular example. As we talked 
through The Lord My Banner by William 
Cowper, we were both struck by the 
likeness of this poem to the Psalms. It 
begins, “By whom was David taught to 
aim the deadly blow, when he Goliath 
fought and laid the Gittite low?” Cowper 
answers, “Twas Israel’s God and King 
who sent him to the fight; who gave him 
strength to sling and skill to aim aright. 
Ye feeble saints, your strength endures, 
because young David’s God is yours.” 
We were both delighted to experience 

the promise of hope that comes in the 
wisdom of Cowper’s response. 
     Discussions about good poetry 
often create those “Aha!” moments of 
which we teachers are so fond. Armed 
with this newfound understanding, my 
student walked away excited to figure 
out how to embody this hope to her 
audience. And in doing that, Cowper’s 
hope becomes hers. As she continues 
to read such things, the path of virtue 
will become more visible, allowing her 
to have it in reserve, as it were, as a 
convincing alternative to paths that lead 
elsewhere. 
     so, as students prepare for upcoming 
recitals, they are getting into the 
poems, but the poetry is also getting 
into them. Understanding the nuances 
of a particular way of thinking can 
lead to a particular way of being. The 
ancients believed that virtuous living 
was directly related to true happiness 
and this connection between virtue 
and happiness is certainly reflected 
in scripture. Thus, we see an added 
benefit: the development of virtue can 
lead to a more robust kind of happiness. 
Happy and virtuous children. That’s 

the business of life at New Covenant, 
and the equivalent, I suppose, to 
successfully following Julia Child’s 
roasted duck recipe. If so, then, to the 
students who are currently feasting on 
poetry, I say Bon Appetit!

—Written by Kathryn Martin and 
Starlet Baker who recently attended a 
lecture hosted by the Trinity forum in 
Washington D.C. Poet Dana Gioia was 
the key-note speaker. They are grateful 
to be part of a school community that 
understands and upholds the role of the 
arts as irreplaceable to the formation of 
virtue. 
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Board of Directors  

Class of 2020 • Kristin Hampton • Darryl 
Whitesell • Ann McLean • Wenbren 

Coleman • Class of 2021 • Mike Lovell • 
Kristin Durand • Class of 2022 • Dr. Tim 

Brophy • Bob Price • Leslie Moeller • Dan 
Vollmer • Amy Bonebright

Ex Officio
Rev’d John Heaton

Rev’d Rodney Longmire

Our Mission

New Covenant Schools is an educational 
community serving families of Central 

Virginia, providing an exceptional 
education in a classical curriculum within 

the framework of historic Christianity, 
furnishing the student with the tools of 

education and the inspiration to be a life-
long learner.
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Open HOuse
October 8, 2019
9:15 a.m.
preK - grade 12

It’s tIme tO lOOK!


