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Members of the junior class
relax at Blackfriars Playhouse in
Staunton, VA last Thursday

THE NEWSLETTER OF NEW COVENANT SCHOOLS

THE LIBERAL ARTS: ANCIENT - NOT OUTDATED

I

f you want to be a mechanical engineer,
why spend time studying the history of

by Anne Harmon

four of the misconceptions that fuel this idea.
Misconception #1: A liberal arts education

Renaissance Europe? If your goal is to start a

is ‘liberal.’ Today the word “liberal” generally

business, why bother with grammar? As both

carries a political meaning. Yet the idea of the

careers and courses of study become more

liberal arts long predates any modern notion of

narrowly focused, many students and parents

“liberal” and “conservative.” “Liberal,” like the

find themselves asking these questions. If you

word “liberty,” comes from the Latin word liber,

know what job you want to have, they reason,

which means “free.” Therefore, the “liberal”

why not focus primarily on developing those

in “liberal arts” relates to the liberation that

skills throughout your education? An answer can

education offers. Liberally-educated people are

be found in a very old philosophy of education:

free to think for themselves because they have

the liberal arts.

learned how to think, not merely what to think.

Because this form of education is both old
and broad, some people question its relevance
in our modern, specialized world. Let’s discuss

Misconception #2: A liberal arts education only
focuses on the humanities. The core liberal arts
are seven subjects—arts—grouped into
continued on p. 4
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What’s New?

iHISTORY CONTINUES AT NEW COVENANT THIS FALL

This fall grandparent Neil Bohnert, along with Captain Michael Connolly, (USN-ret), and
Commander Michael Reeves (USN-ret) will join us for a school-wide assembly at which
they will present a history of the bugle in military affairs. Our guests will demonstrate
how military commanders aboard ship, in camp and on the battlefield communicated with thousands of people, often in
very noisy places. With bugles on hand, students will experience how this important instrument was crucial to the success
of soldiers and sailors. The iHistory program was started last year as a way of engaging members and friends of the school
community to share “history” they made, lived through, or witnessed.

Think.

Learn.

Love.

Live.

H O N O R A R I A
NEW COVENANT ATHLETICS THRIVES

Kyle Alexander, Athletic Director
The number one reason youth leave organized sports
according to the survey is that playing their sport isn’t a fun
experience any longer. The second reason athletes drop
out is - get ready for this one youth report that adults are the
reason they quit, a sad fact to
which parents and coaches both
contribute.
The growth of athletics at
New Covenant Schools is related
to creating opportunity, positive
experiences for the students, and,
most notably, offering healthy
leadership and commitment by
our coaches and parents. New
Covenant currently offers athletic
teams for boys and girls at the
developmental level (5-6), middle
school (7-8), junior varsity (9-10)
and varsity (11-12). Students
compete in soccer, volleyball,
basketball, swimming, lacrosse,
tennis, cross country, and track
and field. New Covenant is home to very high quality athletic
facilities with soccer fields, volleyball and basketball courts, as
well as a scenic and demanding cross country course through
the woods on its 50-acre campus.
All around, New Covenant’s Athletic program is thriving.

We surprised ourselves. Recently while staff was
cataloging data for New Covenant’s accreditation team, we
discovered that 92.4% of our high schools students play a
sport at some point in the school
year. Many students compete in
more than one season, and some
will achieve the “Iron Gryphon”
award by playing three seasons
of sport in one year. This fall in
volleyball alone, there are 40+ girls
in grades 5-8, along with full JV &
Varsity teams.
The trend in public and private
schools is that by age 14 (ninth
grade) some 70% of youth leave
organized sports according to a
national survey out of Michigan
State University. Each season my
office gets notices that a given
school won’t offer a team at
some level, or that entire sport is
cancelled. With a record number
of cross-country runners this fall,
healthy volleyball and soccer numbers, along with 16 girls on
the tennis team - a record high - and potentially 20+ students
swimming this winter, New Covenant Schools is bucking the
national trend. Our kids are moving, weight training, and
competing. And they’re meeting with success!

IT’S TIME TO LOOK!
OPEN HOUSE
October 8, 2019
9:15 a.m.
PreK - grade 12
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E T
EVERYONE
WE THANK our school community for
participating in the Givens Books/Little
Dickens Rebate Program. New Covenant
received a $250 gift certificate, the
highest rebate of all participating schools
and non-profits within our area. Thank
you for mentioning New Covenant to the
cashier as you check out.
SECOND CUP, a bi-monthly gathering
hosted by New Covenant’s Parent
Ambassadors and administrative staff,
will be held on Wednesday, September
18 from 8:15 to 9:15 a.m. Come
fellowship with others in our school
community. There will be plenty of food,
coffee, door prizes, and fun. Headmaster
Heaton will be discussing the state of
New Covenant Schools and casting the
vision for the coming year.

C E T E R A
NEW COVENANT UNDERSTANDS that
good financial stewardship is important
to your family and we want to help you
in that effort. Join us for breakfast on
Friday, September 27 at 7:30 am to hear
from Headmaster Heaton and Director
of Finance Linda Hackenbracht on how
to save money by routing it through the
Virginia 529 Savings Plan or gifting to
the Scholarship Tax Credit Improvement
Program. Be watching your e-mail for an
invitation through sign up genius. We
look forward to sharing with you.

SOR
HONOR HOUSE FREE DRESS DAY
next Thursday, September 19, for the
members of House Antioch. Do your best
to sport purple and gold attire! (please,
no sweatpants or ripped clothing).

SUPPER CLUB ASSIGNMENTS will
be sent home this week. If you are
interested in joining a group contact
Naomi Hostetler at nhostetler@
newcovenantschools.org as soon as
possible to add your name to the list.

MENS VARSITY SOCCER
NCS
NCS

1
2

EMHS
BRS

1
2

JR GRYPHONS SOCCER
NCS
NCS

4
4

JRDS
TCS

0
1

WOMENS VARSITY VOLLEYBALL
NCS
NCS

3
2

Chatham H 0
RCS
3

WOMENS JV VOLLEYBALL
NCS

2

Chatham H 0

VARSITY WOMENS TENNIS
NCS
NCS

11
3

Chatham H 1
VES
3

VARSITY CROSS COUNTRY
North Cross Invitational
Men 2nd
Women 1st
Our runners did very well at
one of the hardest meets of the
year! 94 degrees on a tough
mountainous 3 mile course.

WOMENS VARSITY VOLLEYBALL
The Varsity Women placed 2nd
in the D-III Endless Summer
Tournament at VA Beach this
weekend. Great job Lady
Gryphons!

LUNCH ORDERING for October is
now open and will closed on Friday,
September 20. Please login to your
FACTS/RenWeb account or mobile app to
place your orders.

THE BLESSING OF THE ANIMALS - OCTOBER 4, 2019
EACH FALL WE CELEBRATE THE Feast of St. Francis with the Blessing of the Animals. For
more than a decade we’ve set aside the first Friday in October for what has become a favorite
Friday on the school calendar. If you are new to the school, get prepared now! You are
invited to bring your child’s pet, any animal or critter for which your child is responsible. We
get our share of dogs and (mostly terrified) cats, but living in rural Virginia means that we also
see farm animals such as ducks, pigs, more than a few chickens, goats, ponies. In addition,
there are those exotic creatures like parrots and iguanas. The student love sharing their pets,
and I enjoy meeting them!
If you’re coming, plan to arrive around 2:10 pm, Friday, October 4, and bring your leashed
or caged animal to the bell tower - no need to come inside. Staff will be there to help you and
together we’ll enjoy the wonderful blessings of all the animals.
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E T
COMMUNITY LECTURE SERIES
New Covenant Schools invites you to
be our guest on Thursday, October 17,
2019 at the bi-annual Community Lecture
Series. This fall we invite Dr. Tamara Long,
PhD, whose research is focused on the
college student’s success and student
spirituality.
She currently serves as the VicePresident for Enrollment Management at
Abilene Christian University (ACU). With
her academic background and nearly 20
years in higher education, she is an expert
on the psychological factors and influences
that prepare students for success as they
transition from high school to the next
level.
Parents of grammar, middle and
high school students will benefit from a
fascinating presentation on the state of
students in higher education (and how
they got that way), offering valuable
insights for parents raising children.
Professional educators and university
faculty will find her research beneficial as

C E T E R A
well. After all, they are the ones who work
daily with the graduates of k-12 education.
New Covenant students in the School
of Rhetoric will benefit from her visit as
she spends time with them during school
hours, with an interactive presentation
that focuses on showing them how to
discern their likely interests and strengths.
Dr. Long currently oversees Admissions
& Recruiting, International Admissions,
Marketing, New Student Orientation,
Academic Advising, Student Services, and
Financial Counseling at ACU. Tamara has
earned a Bachelor of Science in psychology
and Master of Arts in communication, and
a doctorate in higher education. As an
administrator Tamara has contributed to
enrollment growth, improved retention,
implemented the Gallup Strengths making ACU a strengths-based campus,
and built a centralized advising and
student service center. Tamara lives in
Abilene, Texas with her husband and three
children.

Tamara Long, Ph.D.
Guest Lecturer
New Covenant Schools
October 17, 2019
7:00 PM
Helping Students Realize their
Potential:
Understanfing Core Strengths
That Influence Student
Learning and Development

the new covenant schools scholarship foundation
DID YOU PAY INCOME TAXES IN THE STATE OF VIRGINIA THIS YEAR?
Sure. You paid taxes. Even if you received a tax refund, you paid income taxes - a refund means you actually
overpaid and received the balance back. The average Virginian pays 5.75% of salary in income taxes.
What if you could redirect your tax dollars at no cost and help a qualified student attend New Covenant Schools?
You can. The Commonwealth of Virginia offers tax credits in addition to charitable deductions for gifts to the New
Covenant Schools Scholarship Foundation. The good news is that you most likely qualify. You don’ t have to be
wealthy to benefit. You only need to be a taxpayer.
If you would like to understand more about how your tax money can provide a classical education to a deserving
student, contact Dayna Renalds in the Development Office at drenalds@newcovenantschools.org or call her at
434.847.8313. This is a unique tax opportunity the state provides to its taxpayers and students. Your situation
may vary, but nearly everyone benefits from this provision in the tax code.
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two categories: the trivium, consisting of grammar, logic,
and rhetoric, and the quadrivium, consisting of arithmetic,
geometry, astronomy, and music. All four subjects in the
quadrivium are based in math and the sciences (including
music). Because the liberal arts include such a variety of
subjects, liberally-educated students become well-rounded.
They are just as equipped to enter a STEM career as they
are to earn a PhD in literature. Such students can—and
do—go on to become fine engineers. The time they spend
studying beyond their technical field does not place them
at a disadvantage. Rather, it gives them perspective on how
their work fits into other areas of life and helps them to
communicate effectively, an important skill in any career.

in a vacuum; they built on the foundation of the liberal arts
tradition. Their familiarity with many areas of study gave
them the raw material that would later enable them to forge
new paths with ideas of their own. Students of the liberal arts
certainly have no shortage of inspiration from which to draw:
they stand before thousands of years of material which, once
mastered, becomes the basis for new ideas for a modern era.
Students of the liberal arts will tell you that the work they do
is hard. They are asked to not simply know facts for a test or
repeat what others have thought, but to expand upon these
ideas, make them their own, and test them against all kinds
of competing ideas. This requires an immense amount of
dedication. Yet, even as the work is challenging, the reward
is equally great. Knowing what Kant believed about ethics or
what Mendel knew about genetics, and combining that with
an ability to relate and apply that knowledge to present-day
concerns is a skill that will remain useful and transformative
long after liberally-educated students leave the classroom.

Misconception #3: The liberal arts are impractical.
The liberal arts are broad, which means that they are relevant
to every person’s life, whether that student intends to pursue
a doctorate, learn a trade, or anything in between. Every
person can benefit from knowing how to think critically,
clearly, and reasonably. For example, Thomas Jefferson was
not just trained to be a politician: he developed practical
skills that helped his political career through a liberal arts
approach to studying law, reading extensively, and exercising
his profound creativity. Because he had studied widely, he
was able to address the myriad problems involved in starting
a new nation from a variety of perspectives.

Ann Harmon is on the advisory board of the Classic Learning
Test (CLT) and a contributor the CLT blog. This article was
recently published and re-printed here.
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Class of 2020 • Kristin Hampton • Darryl Whitesell • Ann
McLean • Wenbren Coleman • Class of 2021 • Mike Lovell •
Kristin Durand • Class of 2022 • Dr. Tim Brophy • Bob Price •
Leslie Moeller • Dan Vollmer • Amy Bonebright

Misconception #4: The liberal arts are dry and uncreative.
Many people assume that studying Latin, writing hypothetical
arguments, and reading about ancient history must be as dry
as dust. Surely these areas of study can’t stimulate a student’s
imagination or creativity! Yet the liberal arts tradition has
produced many of the most creative people the world has
ever known, from Thomas Aquinas to Marie Curie to Martin
Luther King Jr. What inspired these great figures to create
beauty and change the world? They did not invent themselves

Ex Officio

Rev’d John Heaton
Rev’d Rodney Longmire
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