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THREE GREAT UNTRUTHS, PT. 2

The Men’s Varsity soccer team
after a great win on Friday
night at the Back To School
Pinic.

by John Heaton, Headmaster

At the 2019 Convocation of New Covenant Schools, Headmaster Heaton addressed, “Three Great Untruths* We
Should Avoid Teaching our Children.“ This article is based upon notes from that address. You can listen to the
whole address on the Headmaster’s Blog at www.newcovenantschools.org.
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What’s New?

SUPPER CLUBS TO BEGIN AGAIN

Are you interested in getting to know the families of our school in a relaxed atmosphere? There is no better way than
to enjoy a good meal with good conversation. New Covenant Schools will begin its second year of supper clubs this fall
to encourage your friendships. Supper Clubs are small groups of current parents meeting together in someone’s home
or other arranged location once a quarter for a meal. Our clubs will include parents from across the school grades and
will allow for flexibility in time, menu and childcare options. If you are interested in joining a group, please check your
inbox for a sign up or e-mail Dayna Renalds drenalds@newcovenantschools.org to add your name to the list. You never
know who you’ll meet or the lasting friendships you will make.

Think.

Learn.

Love.

Live.

H O N O R A R I A
BACK TO SCHOOL PICNIC 2019
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GROWLER 3K STARTING LINE!

E T
GRAMMAR SCHOOL
GRAMMAR SCHOOL Come this
evening at 7:00 pm for Grammar School
Back to School Night. We’ll begin with
a plenary session in the chapel with Mr.
Heaton. At 7:15, you’ll head to your
child’s classroom for information from
the teacher. At 7:40, each teacher will
give a second presentation for parents
who have more than one student. You’ll
have the opportunity to learn more
about your child’s daily life at school and
to meet other parents from your grade
level. We hope to see you there.

EVERYONE
FAMILY INFORMATION can be
found on Renweb (School-Directory).
We will also e-mail each family a pdf
copy of the directory in a few weeks.
This directory is provided as a service
to New Covenant Families and is not to
be used for professional solicitation. If
you would like a hard copy, they can be
purchased for $5.00. There is a signup sheet on the lobby desk or you can
contact the office and they’ll add you to
the list. Deadline to order a hard copy is
Thursday, August 29.
STUDENT PICK-UP While early
pick ups are discouraged, if you need
to pick up a student early from school
for an appointment, please send a note
indicating the teacher, the time the
student should be in the lobby, and the
name of the person who is picking them
up. This helps us to have your student
ready, causing less interruption in the
classroom.
RIDE SHARING Be sure to update
Renweb to register those who are
authorized to pick up your child.
If someone comes to pick up your
child and you have not given them
permission in Renweb, we will be calling
you to confirm the dismissal. To indicate
who can pick up your child, log into

C E T E R A
Renweb, and go to: School Information/
Web Forms/Family Demographic
Form Transportation/Transportation
Form. Enter those individuals who are
allowed to transport your child (again, if
someone is picking up during the school
day – they still need a note). Click save
when finished.

SCHOOL PICTURES TSS
Photography will be on campus
Thursday, September 5 to take
individual and classroom photos. We
will also do senior individual formal
and casual portraits. All ordering is
online and we need nothing from you in
advance.
MOMS IN PRAYER invites you
to join them any time as they gather
to pray for students and staff of
New Covenant Schools on Mondays
from 8-9am in the Grammar School
Commons. Contact Sarah Kalafian
(434)944-9961 or Elaine Russo
(617)308-8782 with prayer requests or
questions.

BOX TOPS Our life has become
more digital and it looks like The Box
Top Program is, too. Though we want
you to continue to clip Box Tops, they
are being phased out. The program
asks you to download their Box Top
App. Once downloaded, you can scan
all your receipts that might contain
your normal box top favorites and
it will automatically accrue box top
points. This means money for our
school towards academic enhancements
and non-budgeted needs. It will also
eliminate the need for you to spend
time cutting and collecting, but
remember - this won’t take effect
immediately - so keep your eye out
for the change. We appreciate your
participation in this program that has
been instrumental in answering financial
needs for our school.
SCHOOL CLOSED Next Monday
September 2, in observance of Labor
Day.
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MENS VARSITY SOCCER
NCS
NCS
NCS

3
0
5

Tandem FS 0
North Cross 1
SWVH
1

BOYS MS SOCCER
NCS

2

RVCS

0

WOMENS VARSITY VOLLEYBALL
NCS
NCS

3
3

Westover 2
Holy Cross 0

WOMENS JV VOLLEYBALL
NCS

2

Westover

1

GIRLS MS VOLLEYBALL
NCS
NCS

2
0

Westover 0
Holy Cross 2

GRYPHON GROWLER
1K winner was Naomi Rigg
3K winner John Sorenson
5K winner Caleb Eaton

FACULTY
During the summer our athletic staff
were busy. Congratulations to our staff
on these items of mention.
Carl Stamey earned a certification
from the National Academy of Sports
Medicine as a Certified Personal
Trainer
Julie Neiderer earned a certification
from the National Strength and
Conditioning Association as a Strength
Coach and Conditioning Specialist
Kyle Alexander presented at the 2019
National PE and Sport Institute in
Ashville NC on the topic “Functional
Play and Citizenship”

continued from p. 1

Safe from what? Safe from microagression, emotional distress and the
disturbance caused by utterances of people who are different than themselves, or
who may disagree with them. The term “microaggression” was coined and defined
by Derald Wing Sue (Columbia University) as “brief and commonplace daily, verbal,
behavioral, or environmental indignities, whether intentional or unintentional,
that communicate hostile, derogatory, or negative racial slights and insults toward
people of color.” Originally this term applied to race, but it quickly came to
characterize interactions across the social spectrum.
These microagressions are judged not the by the intent of the speaker or actor,
but by the impact upon the aggrieved person. Impact trumps intent. In this world
the emerging social etiquette requires that such “hostilities” are punishable. Most
importantly, emotional impacts are now equated with physical aggression. In this
world the potential for “offense-taking” is virtually unlimited.
When this approach to human interaction is in play, students construe the
actions of others in the least charitable way. This is exactly opposite to the
Christian requirement of the ninth commandment to tell the truth, protect our
neighbor’s good name, and to accept his speech charitably. The biblical proverb
sums it up: “It is the glory of a man to overlook a transgression.”
When we are habituated in reading our neighbors’ actions only in the light
of how we feel, (impact over intent) we run the risk of distorting reality. We
cut ourselves off from working through conflict, and we create the possibility of
endless and unresolved conflict. This is devasting to a classroom and to the school
community as a whole. A student may get in the car after school and reel off the
things he remembers about his school day: “So and so was mean to me today.” As
the story unfolds, the student may lack the awareness and vocabulary to relate all
the facts, but gives a convincing account of how he or she feels.
At this point it is vital that parents listen empathetically without taking on the
emotions and offenses the child feels. In order to help, it’s important for a parent
to stay on solid ground rather than stepping out onto the emotional “swinging
bridge” with the student. From a stable perspective, a parent can ask questions,
probe for details, and suggest other possible scenarios that might explain what
took place. A final course of action is to call the teacher and ask more questions. It
is often the case that a student is telling the truth; he is not attempting to deceive
anyone. But he is really giving an account of how he feels, which is may be very
different from what actually happened.
It requires a wise and patient parent to realize that grammar, middle and
even high school students will favor impact over intent which escalates conflict.
St. Paul taught us that “God has called us to peace,” meaning that we should
resolve conflicts and wounded spirits quickly. I have taken many phone calls from
concerned parents who, after relating their child’s story of conflict, will then add,
“…and this has been going on for months!” That should never be the case. We
believe that a healthy community should maintain open communication for the
resolution of conflict and teach children that the facts of an event are a different
matter than the feelings they are experiencing.
*Greg Lukianoff and Jonathan Haidt. The Coddling of the American Mind: How
Good Intentions and Bad Ideas Are Setting Up a Generation for Failure. Penguin
Press. New York, 2018

4

Grammar School Parents
Join the Headmaster and the
GS faculty tonight at 7 pm for
an up close look at your child’s
classroom and curriculum.
Parents of students in grades
1-4 are invited to join their
teachers for a day-in-the-life of
your child at school.
This is a parent-only event
and has proven to be a very
effective way to understand
what happens on a daily basis at
school.
Headmaster Heaton will
speak briefly at the beginning of
the meeting in the chapel.

Quid Novi
Board of Directors
Class of 2020 • Kristin Hampton • Darryl
Whitesell • Ann McLean • Wenbren
Coleman • Class of 2021 • Mike Lovell •
Kristin Durand • Class of 2022 • Dr. Tim
Brophy • Bob Price • Leslie Moeller • Dan
Vollmer • Amy Bonebright

Ex Officio

Rev’d John Heaton
Rev’d Rodney Longmire

Our Mission
New Covenant Schools is an educational
community serving families of Central
Virginia, providing an exceptional
education in a classical curriculum within
the framework of historic Christianity,
furnishing the student with the tools of
education and the inspiration to be a lifelong learner.

