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Fourth grade celebrates the
completion of their reading
the Chronicles of Narnia with a
Tea with Mr. Tumnus
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NEW COVENANT SCHOOLS - TEN YEARS OF FOREIGN STUDY

O

ne of the lesser known opportunities
offered to New Covenant students in the School
of Rhetoric is the foreign study program. For
ten years SoR students have been able to take
elective foreign study courses now in four
disciplines: science, history, literature and
religion. These afford unique experiences for
our students to delve deeply into a particular
aspect of history, literature, faith, and God’s
good creation. Each of these courses requires
classwork throughout the fall, with a travel
component the following spring or summer.
Ancient History: Cultures of Rome – This
history elective requires students to study the
history of Rome, from the legends of its ancient
founding, through the growth of Christianity, to
the city’s emergence as the Baroque wonder that
we know today. The course culminates in a oneweek trip to Rome, where students experience
the embodied reality of their classical lessons.

by Scott McCurley

They walk through the ancient Roman
forum, the temples, the Colosseum, and wander
among the ruins of Ostia. They also walk through
Christian history – viewing the grave of St.
Peter beneath Vatican City, the secret church
underneath the house of the martyred Roman
nobleman, Clement, the first basilica built by
Constantine after his conversion, the ancient
Pantheon re-purposed as a Christian church, and
many other churches made glorious by the belief
that Christian truth should be adorned with
beauty and splendor.
All this learning is fueled by regular stops
for gelato (another expression of the goodness
of God), enjoyed in midst of beautiful fountains
and charming piazzas of the Eternal City. During
our Winter Break, more than a dozen students
traveled to Italy and are still readjusting to
Central Virginia!
continued on p. 4
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H O N O R A R I A
SOPHOMORES RULE MATH & SCIENCE
Recently SoR students participated in two different competitions centered on science
and mathematics. More than a dozen SoR students spent the morning at Liberty University
participating in the American Mathematics Competition (AMC), the first in a series of nationwide events sponsored by the Mathematical Association of America to choose the United
States’ team for the International Mathematical Olympiad. Students spent 75 minutes
completing 25 challenging math questions. Students scoring high enough would be invited
to compete at the next level. We will know the results in a few weeks.
Additionally, twenty-four students participated in the Technology Student Association
(TSA) Tests of Engineering Aptitude, Mathematics and Science (TEAMS). New Covenant
has been involved in this nationwide engineering competition for over 15 years. This year’s
competition theme was “The Engineering Brain” - Considering the Brain as Hardware,
Cognitive Neuroscience and Mathematizing the Human Mind. The students were required to submit a short essay on an assigned topic,
answer 80 difficult multiple-choice questions and engage in a hands-on design and build challenge. We competed against other local
schools (including VES and EC Glass) as well as schools our size both in state and across the country. Out of four 9th/10th grade teams
competing at LU, our sophomores scored highest on the multiple choice section. Congratulations to them.

VARSITY SWIMMING

Swimming ended (Feb. 14-16) at the VISAA State Championship Meet in Stafford, VA.
New Covenant competed against 52 schools from within the state and brought 5 athletes (Madeline Duncan, Caroline Marotta, Michael
Marotta, Skylar McCurley, and Natalie Rogers) to compete in six individual events and one relay. All our swimmers performed better than
ever with several school records set and lots of time dropped. Caroline Marotta was our only swimmer to move from preliminaries to finals
and placed 15th overall in the state in the 100 yard Breaststroke with a time of 1:10.43, which was a 6.28 second drop from her previous
time. Congratulations to the swimming Gryphons on a great season!

SENIOR THESIS DEFENSE New Covenant Senior Class

Hannah Murphy, “Mordor in Our Midst: Industrialism in JRR
Tolkien’s Lord of the Rings Trilogy”
Chloe Ingersoll, “The Modern Educational System: A Celebration of
Talents or a Showcase of Regulations?”
Anna Claire Kittrell, “Human Trafficking: The Trafficking of
Unidentified Alien Children Across the Mexican Border”
Emma R. Nazelrod, “CAFOs: The Hidden Costs”
Claire F. Owens, “Sexual Abuse in the Catholic Church”
Evan Price, “The Effects of Media Violence: A Critical Analysis of a
Modern Myth”
Juette Renalds, “Manhunt: Enhanced Interrogation and the Search
for Osama Bin Laden.”
Parks Robinson, “The Decline of American Political Discourse”
Nick Toone, “The Truth About Drone Warfare: It’s Impact on
Terrorists, Civilians, and Operators”
Meredith G. Walker, “Exercise as a Prescription for the Treatment of
Anxiety and Depression”
Brandon Wilson, “Small Arms Gun Control is Unconstitutional”
Emma G. Zealand, “The Improvement of Academic Performance
Throuh Physical Activity”

of 2019 will present their thesis defense on March 28 and 29th.
Below is a listing of presentation topics.
Nicholas Adams, “A Love For Sorrow: An Argument for the Value of
Tragic Literature”
Scotland Borah, “What Drives Historical Change”
Drew S. Bowman, “How the Evolution of Sports Created the
Modern Day Superstar: An Athlete’s Impact Beyond the World of
Sports”
Jett Curran, “Justification of the First Crusade”
Andrew F. Deneen, “Smartphones, Social Media, and Sanity: A Case
for the Digital Sabbath”
Benjamin T. Duby, “Comic-Convincing: A Defense of the Validity and
Artistry of Comics”
Logan Duncan, “The Decline of Masculinity”
Derek Hackenbracht, “Defending Genghis Khan: A New Perspective
on One of History’s Most Infamous Conquerors”
Maryah Haley, “Southern California: Water Scarcity, Unwise Water
Management, and the Solutions”
Corinne H. McCaw, “A Defense of the Mainstream Media:
Addressing Conservative Distrust”
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G Y M N A S I U M
MEN’S VARSITY BASKETBALL

New Covenant’s maiden season in the Virginia Independent Conference (VIC)
Drew Bowman sets school record with 1,094 career points
Years of planning came to fruition this
season as New Covenant Schools put one of
our strongest men’s basketball teams on the
court. Head coach Steve Bowman, with Matt
Klein and Mark Robertson, knew it would be
tough and challenged the men all the way. The
men were tested on the court but came away
excited to be playing some of the toughest
teams in the state and beating larger schools
such as cross-town rival Holy Cross, Fishburne
Military Academy, Covenant School in
Charlottesville. Coach Bowman says, “Playing
in the VIC conference challenged our guys to
work hard at practices and see the value in

developing team chemistry.” By the end of
the season the team was a very respectable
6th seed going into the VIC conference
tournament. The team took on 3rd seed North
Cross but lost to them in the first round of play.
Congratulations to Sophomore Jadon
Walker who was named to the VIC Second
Team All-Conference team. Senior Drew
Bowman ended his Varsity career at New
Covenant with 1,094 career points, a school
record. His name will soon be placed on a
banner in the Workman Field House.
Drew Bowman, class of 19

WOMEN’S VARSITY BASKETBALL
The Women’s Varsity has competed in the Blue Ridge Conference and won an invitation to the VISAA
state tournament for post-season play. Chloe Ingersoll sets another school record with 500 career
points and 500 rebounds.
The Lady Gryphons entered
the BRC tournament as a #6 seed
and played the first-round game
at cross-town rival #3 Virginia
Episcopal School (VES). Team
captains and senior leaders,
Chloe Ingersoll and Anna Claire
Kittrell, led the way in scoring
with 12 points each, and Chloe
and Junior Bailey Foster added
11 and 7 rebounds respectively
in a hard-fought matchup against
a tough VES squad. But our
ladies were simply tougher. They
played hard and played united to
come out on top 37-29. The Gryphons
extended BRC play against Carlisle
School but were unable to return
victorious.
As the women moved into the first
round of the VISAA Division III girls
state basketball tournament they faced
rival Roanoke Catholic. New Covenant
proved that defense travels in its 41-30
win against this team. The Gryphons
(10-7) had 12 steals and held the Celtics
to just three points in the third quarter,

turning a four-point halftime lead into
a 15-point advantage with just one
quarter to play.
New Covenant Coach Sarah Burton
said the focus was defense. “Defense
was the key to the game from start to
finish,” she said. “Any player on the
floor was giving 150 percent. We were
keeping them out of the paint. We were
contesting them from the 3-point line so
they couldn’t get outside shots.”
The win against Roanoke Catholic
advanced the Gryphons to the quarter
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final tournament game the
next evening. The team lost to
Richmond Christian in a tough
battle. The season proved to be
one in which the ladies played
united, learned how to be
teammates and learned how to
be stronger together.
Congratulations to the team’s
Senior players. Anna Claire
Kittrell was named to the Blue
Ridge Conference All-Tournament
Team. Chloe Ingersoll has set
a school record of 500 points
and 500 rebounds in Ladies
Varsity Basketball. We congratulate her
in this, her “second” sport. She will
play volleyball for Division II Harding
University in the fall.
Thank you to all the fans who
followed the team to the games. There
was a great turnout in the stands
absolutely outnumbering the VES
fans and the Roanoke Catholic fans!
The loud cheers and encouragement
from the NCS faithful keep the team
motivated throughout the game.
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Science: Marine Science – 70% of the earth’s surface is covered in water, and
most of us are barred from ever seeing an enormous portion of God’s creation. This
course of study was developed for the student who wants to overcome the inherent
difficulties of underwater observation. The curriculum focuses the students on two
areas: (1) achieving a basic understanding of the marine environment, especially
with respect to coral reefs and other aquatic life native to the Caribbean; and
(2) obtaining the PADI Open Water diving certification. In just a few short weeks
nineteen students will travel to Cozumel over Spring Break to complete their dive
training. They will dive a section of the Mesoamerican Barrier Reef (also known as
the Great Mayan Reef) which is the second longest reef system in the world. They
will see brain, fan, tube and staghorn coral. They will swim with Angelfish, Blue
Tang, Parrotfish and sea turtles. They will return with a lifetime of memories and
the knowledge and skill set needed to continue their own exploration of the marine
creation.
Literature: Tale of Two Cities – This is the newest course in our line-up, first
offered last year. It focuses upon the famous Dicken’s novel by the same title.
Students read the text in full and spend class time learning about the political
situation of that time period and the architecture and art work they will encounter
on site. The course culminates in a week-long excursion to both London and Paris,
with students traveling through the famous ‘Chunnel’ as they travel between cities.
Religion: Cuirim House - True religion is to look after the fatherless and the
widows, and the stranger. We learn to do this by offering a summer trip to Nogales,
MX about 90 kilometers south of Tucson, AZ. Chaplain Morse leads the excursion
- a favorite among parents and students alike - where we live at the Cuirim House,
a ministry patterned upon a 6th century Irish Monastery. Students abandon their
watches and electronics for a week, regulated only by the sun, meals, and sleep.
They spend the days in worship, work, and fellowship over real Mexican food.
During the day they are engaged in construction, outreach to the Colosio Valley
slum of more than 10,000 people. The Cuirim House is at the top of a mountain in a
fiercely beautiful high desert overlooking the valley below.
Each of these trips are fee-based with a tuition structure that is all inclusive of
the expenses and chaperones. The courses are offered on a rotating basis so that
over a four year SoR career, a student can take advantage of one or even all of the
courses. See the box to the right for the next rotation.
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Board of Director
Class of 2019 • Amy Bonebright •
Christine Kennedy • Chuck Shaughnessy
• Class of 2020 Wenbren Coleman •
Lisa DeJarnette • Kristin Hampton •
Dr. Ann McLean • Darryl Whitesell • Class
of 2021 • Mike Lovell • Kristin Durand

Ex Officio
Rev’d John Heaton
Rev’d Rodney Longmire

Mission stateMent
New Covenant Schools is an educational
community serving families
of Central Virginia,
providing an exceptional education
in a classical curriculum within the
framework of historic Christianity,
furnishing the student with the tools of
education and the
inspiration to be a life-long learner.

FOREIGN STUDY SCHEDULE
Marine Science - 2019
(Spring Break); then 2020-21
Tale of Two Cities - 2019-20
Cultures of Rome - 2020-21
Cuirim House - Summer 2020
All SoR students eligible

E T
EVERYONE
LOST AND FOUND Please stop
by the Moomaw Gym and look through
Lost & Found. The items that are not
claimed will be donated at the end of
the quarter, March 15.
ASH WEDNESDAY MARCH 6
Ash Wednesday services are offered
at 7:00 am on March 6 in the school
chapel as we enter the season of Lent.
The service will include hymns and
the imposition of ashes. Join faculty,
staff, students and parents for this brief
service. We begin promptly at 7:00 am
and conclude promptly at 7:40 am with
plenty of time to get to class or to the
office. We look forward to seeing you
there.

FACTS/RENWEB
Did you know that you can see all
your charges and payments in detail in
FACTS? When you are in Renweb and
select FACTS, you will need to select
FACTS Home to actually go to the
FACTS website and view details. Then
you should be able to drill down into
transactions and payments made.

JV & VARSITY
Winter Athletic Awards will be held on
Thursday, March 7 at 7:00 pm.

PANACHE PRODUCTIONS
Recordings of Panache’s winter show,
Peter and the Starcatcher, and last fall’s
Sense and Sensibility are available on
DVDs for $10 each at the lobby desk.

C E T E R A
HEAVENLY HATS

This Friday, March 8, the middle school
student council has planned an event
to support Heavenly Hats. Please
encourage your students to come
to school with $1 and their favorite
hat. Heavenly Hats provides hats to
pediatric cancer patients all over the
U.S. For more information about the
organization, go to www.heavenlyhats.
org.

MUSIC SCHOLARSHIPS
FOR STRINGS CAMP NOW
AVAILABLE
New Covenant music faculty members
Joe Nigro and Teresa Angell will be
running a music camp at New Covenant
Schools from June 18 - June 23. This
camp will have Orchestra, Chamber
Music and Master Class components
and is open to all ages. Christi Salisbury,
Concertmaster of the James Chamber
Players will round out the faculty for
this one week intensive. The cost for
the festival is $300, but parents should
know that a significant amount of
scholarship is available through a very
generous grant from the Lynchburg
Community Trust. Parents should
contact Joe Nigro directly to arrange for
enrollment at joenigro@man.com.

LUNCH ordering for April is open until
Monday March 25. For April, we’ve
added a new salad option every day. You
may now order a SMALL grilled chicken
salad for ONLY $3.50. This size is perfect
for pint-sized appetites!

FROM THE BUSINESS
OFFICE
So it is Tax Season. Most of you
probably groan when you think
about that. I do, too. But now that
your tax returns are fresh on your
mind, answer two questions for me:
1. Did you have state tax withheld
from your paycheck in 2018?
2. Are you getting a refund of the
entire amount that was withheld
or is the state keeping some of
what was withheld from your
pay?
If the state is keeping any of what
was withheld, you had a tax bill and
paid state tax in Virginia . If you
could get that tax bill down to zero
and get all of your withheld state tax
back, would you be interested? It
would be nice to get a bigger refund
next year, wouldn’t it? That’s exactly
what can happen.
Director of Finance, Linda
Hackenbracht or Development
Director, Dayna Renalds can explain
how to change your taxes next year
by giving to the New Covenant
Scholarship Foundation.
If you would like more information
on this valuable program email Linda
or Dayna today.
lhackenbracht@newcovenantschools.org
drenalds@newcovenantschools.org

Celtic Evensong March 17, 2019 - 6:30 pm
You are cordially invited to a Celtic Evensong service in the Marie MacDonald Chapel on Sunday, March 17, at
6:30 pm, St. Patrick’s Day. The service features Irish musical selections and among the participating musicians
are adjunct instructor, Jessica Phaup on the violin and faculty member, Chelsea Barnwell on the harp. Marion
Patterson will play violin and her husband, Tim will feature Irish bagpipes. Our headmaster, John Heaton will play
cello with musicians from All Saints Church. His wife, Heidi, joins on the flute. What better way to celebrate the
ministry of St. Patrick than this service of reflection, readings and beautiful music. Seating is limited; arrive early.

E T

C E T E R A

CELL PHONES IN MIDDLE SCHOOL
These past few weeks our middle school students have
had lots to do and think about at school. In addition to
academic work, they have completed winter sports, the
Art and Science Fair, and participated in the opening of the
Gryphon Garden.
Over the next few weeks, they can look forward to a pep
rally, a school day concert featuring our bands, strings and
choruses, and an early dismissal day with a Castle tournament
planned by the 8th Grade Council. In April, we’ll have Hands
& Hearts, spring sports, and a bevy of field trips, including a
first-time trip to Greenbank Observatory in West Virginia for
8th grade. The students are as enthusiastic as I’ve ever seen
them in the third quarter of any school year, and I proud of
them.
This culture of cooperation and responsibility that we
enjoy is what allows us to plan the kinds of events I’ve
listed above and offer freedoms to our students that are
not available in many other academic settings. One key
component of establishing such a culture is our cell phone
policy for middle school, which requires that phones not be
brought to school.

When students leave phones at home, they are free from
distraction, available to take advantage of the opportunities
for interaction that are all around them here at school. They
learn to work and play with faculty and with each other.
Recently, we’ve learned that many students are bringing
their phones to school and using them in ways that are
avoiding detection by faculty. We’ll be keeping our end of the
bargain by confiscating phones that appear and would ask you
as parents to help by making sure your student isn’t bringing
a phone to school.
Honesty is a value we all agree on. We want our students
to be open and honest with parents and teachers and to
develop relationships with peers and adults which are
mutually respectful. It’s not good for them to get into the
habit of breaking any rule. Doing so can cause them to lose
respect for themselves, to view themselves as rule breakers,
and generate unnecessary anxiety for them.
Just to make sure we are clear, we are republishing our
cell phone policy, clarifying “what if” questions and answers.
Please call or email if you have further questions about cell
phones in middle school.

NEW COVENANT SCHOOLS HANDBOOK 6.01 CELL PHONE USE
6.01.1 Students in the Middle School may not bring cell phones or any electronic communication device (ECD) to school. An
ECD is defined as any electronic device capable of connecting to the internet or communicating with any other electronic device. Use of non-communicating electronic devices such as music players, etc. is permitted only after school hours.
6.01.2 Students in the Middle School whose parents desire them to carry cell phones or other ECD’s to and from athletic
games or other co-curricular activities after school hours must check those devices at the office for the day in question. The
devices will be returned to students at the time of departure or at 3:15 pm. Use of ECD’s on field trips will be evaluated on a
case by case basis.
6.01.3 A student who is found in possession of a phone or other ECD in violation of this policy will be asked to surrender the
device to the front office. The parent will be contacted before the device is returned. Any ensuing offense thereafter will be
treated in accordance with the disciplinary policy.
6.01.4 To ensure safety and accuracy of information by administrators, cell phone use by a student during an emergency lockdown is expressly prohibited.
6.01.5 Students who attempt to use cell phone text messaging for purposes of cheating will be subject to immediate suspension and/or expulsion.
6.01.6 Students who use cell phones for activities popularly known as “sexting” or for the transmission of lewd photographs
of themselves or others, with or without their knowledge shall be subject to expulsion. This policy applies to activity on and
off campus.
6.01.7 No cell phones or electronic devices shall be used in restroom or locker room areas at any time.
6.01.8 Students who use cell phones and texting for purposes of bullying may be suspended or expelled.

