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Think.                    Learn.                   Love.                    Live.

NEW COVENANT HAS A NEW WEBSITE

For  nearly a year New  Covenant staff members have been working with developers to redesign the school’s website.  

The last upgrade took place in 2008 just before smartphones came on the market and did not display well on such 

devices.  Now the site will work well on phones and tablets as well as your laptop.  The format includes much more 

videography and interactive features that newcomers will find attractive.  Most importantly, however, it includes 

a “My NCS” section that offers the current parent or grandparent relevant information all in one place.  Nothing is 

password protected; you can see everything.  The calendar feature is downloadable to your handheld device as well.  

Those seeking admissions information will find a “Good Faith Estimate” calculator so that tuition and financial aid 

informationcan be obtained without a long application process.  We hope you enjoy the site and find it helpful.  New site 

- same address: www.newcovenantschools.org.

   or decades the academic world has been 

abuzz with the conviction that what’s needed 

most in k-12 education is critical thinking skills. 

Curriculums that purport to teach such skills 

exploded onto the market.  Some were good; 

some, not so good.  

The first thing to know about critical thinking 

is this:  “CT is not a set of procedures that can 

be practiced and perfected while divorced from 

background knowledge” (48). In other words, 

CT skills, while easily identified, are not easily 

bundled into a discrete course of study. CT skills 

are not “methods,” which, if mastered, make 

students think better. 

Critial thinking is inextricably related to 

content mastery in subjects.  Background 

knowledge provides the “stuff” about which 

we actually think, and the more you have, the 

better you are at thinking.  We can acquire 

background knowledge through books, videos, 

and life experience.  Much of the school day is 

structured to provide just this. 

Subject content acquired in the school 

environment, however, tends toward what 

Willingham calls “surface structure” (136).  

Facts, theories, models, and data, constitute 

information that is usually plain to us and is 

relatively easy to acquire and reproduce on a 

THINKING ABOUT CRITICAL THINKING                                    by John Heaton, Headmaster
During a recent professional development day, the faculty hosted Dan Willingham, Phd, a leading cognitive psychologist from the University of Virginia.  

Dr. Willingham’s work with the faculty was extensive, and we are pleased to share some of the topics that were covered, and discussed in his book, Why 

Don’t Students Like School?  The following pertains to critical thinking.
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ANNUAL FUND 
$64,195
Goal - $200,000

GENERAL 
SCHOLARSHIP
 $4,054
Goal - $10,000

SCHOLARSHIP 
FOUNDATION 
(Tax Credit Program) 
$73,192
Goal - $150,000



GLAD YOU ASKED:  WHERE DO NEW COVENANT GRADS GO?
Current and prospective parents often ask what our students do after graduation from the School of Rhetoric. They’re really 

asking a couple of questions, “Where do they go to college?” and “What careers do they pursue?” My standard response is, 

“Anywhere and anything they wish!” I have long believed that a classical, Christian education prepares a student for the next 

step in life across a broad horizon of interests. While it’s true that nearly all of our students pursue college or university, the 

education they receive in our halls enables them to fulfill whatever God’s call on their lives may be.

A classical, Christian curriculum might be expected to attract and slant students 

heavily toward the humanities. Predictably, 20% of our graduates have 

majored in this area, which includes English, classics, law, and language 

studies. Another 18% have gravitated toward the social sciences such as 

psychology, education, political science or international studies, often 

with modern languages as a minor. Nearly a third of our graduates 

are divided into three smaller categories of theology, ministry-related 

fields, fine arts, or business.

By far the largest single category, however, has been the number of 

students who have majored in math or scientific fields, preparing for 

careers in computer engineering and software development, medicine, 

nursing or biology, as well as civil, electrical, or industrial engineering. 

This should not be surprising. Mathematics and related subjects are 

part of the seven traditional liberal arts – grammar, dialectic, rhetoric, 

mathematics, music, astronomy and geometry – and as such hold a significant 

place in the New Covenant curriculum.
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NEW COVENANT SCHOOLS’ OFFICE OF GUIDANCE has been working since late last summer with our seniors 

in the Class of 2019.  Stacy Hester began by offering “Go Forth,” a jumpstart workshop to begin the college search.  Since 

then, our students have been evaluating and applying for their next step in their educational journeys. The following is a list of 

colleges to which our students have applied.  Those shown in bold italic have already accepted this year’s students.

Auburn University

Baylor University

Berea College

Cedarville University

Clemson University

Colby-Sawyer College

Covenant College

Davidson College

Eastern University

Elon University

Grove City College

Harding University

James Madison University

Liberty University

Malone College

Messiah University

Milligan College

Newport News Shipyard 

   Apprentice School

Northern Vermont University

Onondaga Community College

Queens University

Samford University

Taylor University

Texas Christian University

Virginia Tech

University of Lynchburg

University of Missouri

University of South Carolina

University of South Florida

University of Tennessee

University of Virginia

Virginia Military Institute

Virginia Tech

Wake Forest University

William & Mary

Word of Life Bible Institute

SCOTT BORAH IS GOING TO  BUILD SHIPS
One member of the class of 

2019 has been lining up his next 
step with care for a very long time.  
Scott Borah, who entered New 
Covenant in the second grade, 
is known around campus for his 
expertise on the bagpipes (He 
played the Grand March at this 
year’s Cotillion!)  He’s good with his 
hands, too, building drama sets and 
working in construction.

Not surprisingly,  Scott is pursuing acceptance to 
the highly selective Newport News Shipyard Apprentice 
program.  This 4-year program qualifies its students to 
work in the shipyards as a skilled craftsman, combining 
classwork with a trade.  Some grads of this program 
go on to become engineers, and some concentrate on 
the hands-on trade aspect.  Scott is a good candidate 
because, as he says, “You have to be strong in math 
and science to be accepted.”  He interviews for final 

admission on February 8, 2019.
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VALENTINE’S DAY DRESS Wednesday, 

February 13 all students, faculty and 

staff may wear jeans, and a Valentine-

colored shirt in celebration of St. 

Valentine’s Day!

NEW COVENANT SCHOOLS NIGHT AT 

CHIPOTLE Looking for an easy dinner? 

Join our community at Chipotle on 

Old Forest Road for dinner from 4:00 

- 8:00 pm next Monday, February 4. 

Our school receives a portion of the 

proceeds from the evening for all 

customers stating they are with New 

Covenant. Proceeds will benefit our 

athletic teams. 

PANACHE will be performing Peter and 

the Starcatcher February 1, 2, and 9 

at 7:00 pm and Sunday, February 10 

at 2:30 pm.  This “play with music” is 

a prequel to the Peter Pan stories we 

all know and love, telling how Peter 

and the Lost Boys, along with Captain 

Hook, Tinkerbell, and the rest, got to 

Neverland, and how the magic came to 

be there.  While not a children’s show, 

this play will be fun for all ages, full of 

pirates and mermaids, treasure and 

romance—and laughing all the way!  

All seats are reserved and tickets ($10 

for adults and $7.50 for students) are on 

sale now. Call the office (847-8313) or 

email bmayberry@newcovenantschools.

org. to reserve your seat. If you have a 

Renweb account, you will be billed thru 

the school store and tickets will be sent 

home with your student. Otherwise you 

can reserve tickets in advance and then 

pay at the door. Shows sell out quickly, 

so call soon.

Program Ads: Remember if you want to 

put an ad in the program to have that to 

kmosher@newcovenantschools.org by 

this Wednesday, January 30.

WINTER BREAK will begin Thursday, 

February 14 and continue through 

Tuesday, February 19. Students return 

Wednesday, February 20.

DEADLINE TO APPLY FOR TUITION 

ASSISTANCE (TAP).  The deadline is 

January 31, 2019, however, awards are 

being made on a first-come, first-served 

basis until available funds are depleted.  

It is very important that you apply ASAP 

because funds are limited.

2019-2020 CONTRACTS – The deadline 

to electronically sign your contract is 

this Friday, February 1, 2019 to protect 

your child’s seat for 2019-2020.  You 

should have received an email with a 

link to sign the contract on January 11. 

Please contact Linda Hackenbracht 

in the business office if you have any 

questions.

ART & SCIENCE FAIR   Plan to join 

us Friday, February 22 for the Art & 

Science Fair. Come out and view the 

artistic endeavors of our students 

and enjoy watching them compete in 

various science challenges. Art viewing 

and food service begin at 5:30 pm, and 

the science challenges will start around 

6:00 pm. This is an enjoyable event for 

the whole family and one not to be 

missed! Deadline to submit art work is 

Wednesday, February 13.

EVERYONE

GRYPHONS SWIM, TOO
New Covenant Schools had an impressive swim meet at North Cross School last week.  Those 

swimming for our school included four Varsity members and six middle school members.  The 

Gryphons defeated Faith Christian School and Carlisle School ending the event in second place 

overall.  Our swimmers gave the competition something to fear as our competitors were twice 

our size and filled with upperclassmen.  Special recognition goes to Caroline Marotta (9th) 

who posted two state qualifying times (100 Breaststroke and 200 Individual Medley).  She will 

compete for New Covenant Schools in the upcoming state tournament for swimming. 

IN BASKETBALL

NCS 44 68
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is mailed free of charge seven times 

annually to all who wish to receive it. 

If you wish to be removed from our 

mailing list, please call (434) 847-8313, 

or send an email to development@

newcovenantschools.org with your 

name, current mailing address, and the 

word “unsubscribe” in the subject line.

Board of Directors
 Class of 2018 Kristin Durand •  

Class of 2019 • Amy Bonebright • 
Christine Kennedy • Chuck Shaughnessy 

•  Class of 2020  Wenbren Coleman •  
Lisa DeJarnette • Kristin Hampton • 
Dr. Ann McLean • Darryl Whitesell • 

Class of 2021 Mike Lovell 

Ex Officio
Rev’d John Heaton

Rev’d Rodney Longmire

Mission stateMent

New Covenant Schools is an educational 
community serving families of Central 

Virginia, 

providing an exceptional education
in a classical curriculum within the 

framework of historic Christianity, 
furnishing the student with the tools of 

education and the
inspiration to be a life-long learner.

test.  Parents contribute greatly to 

their children’s background knowledge 

in many ways, by reading to them, using 

elevated vocabulary and good grammar, 

and by taking them to the museum, 

library or musical events. 

CT, however, requires a student to 

do more.  In order to think critically a 

student must be able to recognize deep 

structures (138) that are not usually 

obvious, and which take time and 

expertise to notice.  

For example, in one study first year 

physics students were given cards with 

various physics problems represented 

on them.  The cards were also given to 

physicists.  Both groups were asked to 

sort the cards by their similarities.  The 

inexperienced students tended to sort 

the cards in groups according to surface 

structures. Cards that had pictures of 

springs, of rotational objects, or objects 

with inclines tended to be grouped 

together.  The physicists, on the other 

hand, noting the deeper relationships, 

sorted the cards by the type of problem 

represented on the card, such as 

conservation of energy problem, mass 

and acceleration, etc.  

Surface knowledge was necessary 

to sort the cards properly; by itself, 

however, it was not sufficient, and it 

led to error.  The ability to recognize 

the deeper structure was essential to a 

proper sort.

Deep structures in a body of 

information are not obvious and it 

takes practice in order to see them.  

Moreover, such structures vary across 

disciplines, which is why some students 

can see them in chemistry or math, 

but fail to see relationships between 

characters in works of literature.   

Parents and teachers both 

contribute to the essential background 

knowledge that eventually produces a 

thinking student.  The classical, Christian 

curriculum offers an exceptional 

pathway, because it introduces foreign 

language early, widening the linguistic 

horizon immensely. It immerses a 

student in good literature.  Music 

theory and performance are begun 

early.  Classical education requires the 

memorization of multitudes of historical 

facts, poems, Scripture, fables, math 

facts, songs - the list goes on and on. 

The pre-conditions for critical 

thinking is background knowledge.  The 

best curriculum for that is a classical 

curriculum.

Critical Thinking, from p. 1
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Honors for 2nd Quarter 2018-2019 

Schools of Rhetoric and Dialectic 
 

The Headmaster’s List 

Summa cum laude 

 

Derek Hackenbracht, 12  Chloe Ingersoll, 12  Nick Toone, 12   Emily Brophy, 11 

Olivia Kalafian, 11  Michael Minnick, 11   Hannah Craven, 10   Tessa Hackenbracht, 10 

Brandon Hostetler, 10  Elizabeth Kittrell, 10  Gioia Calabretta, 9  Madeline Duncan, 9 

Saige Knapton, 9  Ellie Walker, 9 

   
 

The Dean’s List 

M agna cum laude 

  

Sofi Forshey, 11   Sarah Hankins, 11  Matthew Ivins, 11  Lausyn McBride, 11 

Charlie Nelson, 11  Molly Pickard, 11  Charity Simon, 11  Thomas VanVoorhis, 11  

Will VanVoorhis, 11  Stone Clark, 10   Christopher Matney, 10  Elizabeth Olmsted, 10 

Phoebe Prillaman, 10   Janna Renalds, 10   Makenzy Bates, 9   Dalton Foster, 9  

Michael Marotta, 9  Brie Olson, 9 

      

Cum laude 

 

Nick Adams, 12   Scott Borah, 12   Ben Duby, 12   Anna Claire Kittrell, 12 

Corinne McCaw, 12  Grace Walker, 12  Tyler Dixon, 11   Calvin Hurt, 11   

Brynn Katany, 11   David Kline, 11   Carter Newsome, 11  Roman Seay, 11  

Ivy Schumacher, 11  Kaylor Turner, 11  Titus Brenning, 10  Benn Borah, 10  

Konner Johnson, 10   Virginia Robert, 10   Izabel Zealand, 10   Rylee Ames, 9  

Anna Burton, 9   Josie Scruggs, 9 

    

M iddle School 

Summa cum laude 

 
Rebekah Bryant, 8  Lydia Craven, 8   Jenna Hackenbracht, 8  Victoria Johnson, 8  

Kaden Newsome, 8  Jude Vollmer, 8   Nicole Clark, 7   Adora Hampton, 7  

Saria Hostetler, 7  Mary Glenn Morse, 7  

      

   

M agna cum laude 

 

Jael Brenning, 8   Caleb Eaton, 8   Waylon Spiva, 8                Olivia Kidd, 7  

Augustus Knebel, 7  Luke Libbey, 7    Caleb McCormick, 7  Virginia Morse, 7  

Andrew Rogers, 7  Robert Sorenson, 7  Brielle Walker, 7  Nash Watson, 7 

 

           

Cum laude  

  

Sam Coleman, 8   Van Curran, 8   Will Kittrell, 8   Jackson Taylor, 8 

Elizabeth Niedzialek, 7  Andrew Nye, 7   Charlotte Seay, 7  Ava Zealand, 7 



PANACHE PRESENTS


